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II. D. W. SMITH PAPERS 
Repository: Toronto Public Library 
 
The Toronto Public Library (TPL) has a collection of David William Smith papers. The following letter 
dated 26 July 1790, may contain the first intimation of the Quick family capture taking place in March, 4 
months erlier. It refers to 2 scalps, 4 men, 3 women and 6 children. This cannot however be proven and no 
names are mentioned. 
 

 
------------------------------------------------- 
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III. DRAPER MANUSCRIPTS 
Repository: Numerous libraries in the US and Canada (e.g., Purdy Library, Wayne State University, 
Detroit) 
 
The names of many New Settlement people appear in the Draper Manuscripts. The manuscripts are named 
after the compiler, Lyman Copeland Draper (1815-1891) who conducted interviews of many people (or 
their children) who played some role in the events of middle America in the period 1750 to 1800. They are 
the property of the State Historical Society of Wisconsin. The collection is a large one and there are guides 
to its use.9 Microfilm copies can be examined at many archives in the US. Specific rolls of film can be 
ordered via inter-library loan for viewing at the larger libraries in Canada (e.g., Toronto Public Library). 
Copies were filmed in 1949 and 1980, the latter being of the better quality. The 1980 series numbers 123 
rolls arranged in series (below). Indexes exist for some of the volumes. 
 
 

 
IMPORTANT 

 
• Not every manuscript in the following lists were examined by the author, only those that were known, or 

seemed likely to yield, evidence of the Quick family. The user intent on finding evidence of his or her own 
family will have to perform the appropriate searches. 

• Technically, the interviews rank as secondary sources and hearsay. However, they are the best of hearsay in 
that they date from the middle of the 19th century much closer in time to the actual events than do, say, the 
1905 stories in the CBRE and therefore have a greater veracity. But they must be used with care and 
judgment. Being remembrances of real people, the details are often in conflict. 

• In spite of the previous point, the researcher who ignores the manuscripts could deprive himself of valuable 
clues. The manuscripts are cited in numerous scholarly works. 

  
 

 
 

The State Historical Society of Wisconsin recommends that a citation take the form “Draper xxYzzz” 
where “zzz” refers to the item or page number of volume number “xx” of Series “Y”. For example, “Draper 
10E151”, refers to item/page 151 of volume number 10 of Series E, the Samuel Brady Papers (below). A 
selection of manuscripts mentioning the Quick family is listed in the table on the following page (not to be 
regarded as inclusive). To aid in identifying Quick family members in the transcripts reproduced in the 
following pages the text is highlighted by a bold red border. 
 
 
Organization of the Draper Manuscripts 

Series  #Vols Examined? 
A George M Bedinger Papers 1  
B Life of Boone Manuscript 5  
C Daniel Boone Papers 33  
D Border Forays Manuscript 5  
E Samuel Brady and Lewis Wetzel Papers 16 Yes, See Below 
F Joseph Brant Papers 22  
G Joseph Brant Miscellanies 3  
H Daniel Brodhead Papers 3  

 
9  J. L. Harper, “Guide to the Draper Manuscripts” (Wisconsin Hist. Soc. Press, Madison Wisconsin, 1983, 2004). 

The index is not comprehensive. References to Cornelius Quick give a citation to a document, but no detailed 
description. There are other mentions of the Quick family in the papers that are not cited. Information can only 
be obtained by examining the microfilms. 
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J George Rogers Clark Papers 65  
K George Rogers Clark Miscellanies 6  
L Jonathan Clark Papers 2  
M William Clark Papers 6  
N William Corghan Papers 3  
O Daniel and Benjamin Drake Papers 2  
P Draper’s Biographical Sketches 3  
Q Draper’s Historical Miscellanies 8  
R Draper’s Memoranda Books 3  
S Draper’s Notes 33 Yes 
T Thomas Forsyth Papers 9  
U Frontier Wars Papers 24  
V Georgia, Alabama, and South Carolina Papers 1  
W Josiah Harmar Papers 2  
X William Henry Harrison Papers 5  
Y Thomas Spottswood Hinde Papers 41  
Z Illinois Papers 1  

AA William Irvine Papers 2  
BB Simon Kenton Papers 13 Yes 
CC Kentucky Papers 37 Yes 
DD King’s Mountain Papers 19  
EE London Documents at Albany 1  
FF The Mecklenburg Declaration 3  
GG Mecklenburg Declaration Papers 3  
HH Mecklenburg Declaration Miscellanies 2  
JJ Newspaper Extracts 4  

KK North Carolina Papers 1  
LL Paris Documents at Albany 1  

MM Robert Patterson Papers 3  
NN Pittsburgh and Northwest Virginia Papers 10  
OO Revolutionary War Pension Statements 1  
PP Potter Family Papers 1  
QQ William Preston Papers 6  
RR Rudolph-Ney Papers 10  
SS David Shepherd Papers 5 Yes 
TT South Carolina Papers 1  
UU South Carolina in the Revolution Miscellanies 2  
VV Thomas Sumter Papers 24  
WW John Cleves Symmes Papers 4  
XX Tennessee Papers 7  
YY Tecumseh Papers 13  
ZZ Virginia Papers 16  
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Manuscripts Mentioning the Quick Family or what Draper Calls the “Kennedy’s Bottom Affair”. 
Item#   Item

# 
  

1 Cornelius Quick 10E151-2 9 Ann Ellison 19S143 
2 Cornelius Quick 10E155-156 10 Joseph Wade 19S150-153 
3 Benjamin Whiteman  5S193-196 11 Mary Wells 19S236-237 
4 William Bickley 7S104-105 12 Spencer R. Quick 20S61 
5 Isaac Thomas 7S132-141 13 Ezekiel Arrowsmith 24S107 
6 Mason Arrowsmith 8S49-51 14 Kenton (Mss) 1BB81, 1BB88, 3BB92 
7 William Fyffe 8S69-70 15 Dyal (Doyle) 13CC236-237 
8 George Edwards 19S88-89 16 Capt. Griffith 2SS101 

 
 
Series E 
Samuel Brady and Lewis Wetzel Papers 
 
Draper 10E132-144. 
In 1846-47 Draper tracked down descendants of Simon Girty. He began a correspondence on 9 September, 
1846, with Prideaux Girty in Gosfield soliciting information about his father, Simon. 10E140 is Prideaux 
Girty’s reply promising help, dated Gosfield, 12 April 1847. Prideaux Girty soon lost interest, whereupon 
Joseph Munger continued the correspondence with Draper. Beginning on page 132 are lists of questions 
sent in an 1849 letter by Draper to Munger, intended for Munger himself, Cornelius Quick and Capt. 
William Caldwell. 
 
Draper 10E144-150 
Joseph Munger’s interview of Catherine (Malott) Girty answering Draper’s questions. 
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Item 1 

Draper 10E151 
an envelope 

(on rear of envelope) 
Written vertically 

We should be very sorry 
if this comes to hand too 
late for your purpose. 

The affidavit from Mr. Quick, I hope (?) although got up in rather an 
awkward manner which may be amended there being no other magistrate 
convenient. Mr. Quick is the only person living who was prezsent and 
known to the circumstances of taking and burning of Col. Crawford 

  
(on front of envelope) 

To Lyman C. Draper, Esq. 
Phuiladelphia 
Pennsylvania 

                                                              Via Detroit           U. States 
 

 

1 Draper 10E152 
Statement in above envelope of Cornelius Quick taken by Ralph Foster 
Cornelius Quick of the Township of Mersea in the Western District of Upper Canada, Personally came 
before me, Ralph Foster Esq - one of Her Majesty’s Justices of the Peace in the Western District in 
Canada, and maketh path and sayeth that he was personally present when Col. Crawford was taken 
prisoner and that Simon Girty offered to purchase from thse Indians the body and life of Col Crawford 
the said Simon Girty offered them money and his Horse and his Riffel with liquers if they would save 
his life. the Indian chiefs asked sd Girty if he would take his place, and the Indians became very angry 
and threatened to kill him if he did not desist and he was obliged to leave them - 
and also the said Cornelius Quick saith that that Simon Girty tried his uttermost endeavours to save the 
lives of many other prisoners in which he succeeded.* 
Sworn before me at 
Mersea this 15th day 
of January 1849 
Ralph Foster 
JWWD 

 
 
(signed) Cornelius Quick 

  
* (Draper’s note) Lee Howe’s Ohio, N. 249 
                            Am. Pioneer, ii - 284, 285 : Marietta ii- 137 
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Draper 10E153-154 
Joseph Munger’s interview of Capt. Wm. Caldwell, son of Col. Wm. Caldwell at the request of L. C.  Draper. 
Date 10 Feb. 1849. 
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Draper 10E155-156 
Cornelius Quick’s answers to Draper’s questions. Written by Ralph Foster. 
 
This document is arguably the most important single piece of evidence of the Canadian branch of the Quick 
family. It was dictated by Cornelius (ca 1779-1861), John Quick’s oldest son, to Ralph Foster, J.P.. It is, 
however, somewhat problematic in that the birthdate implied for Cornelius is 1774 (1849-75 =1774). If 
Cornelius were taken at 10 years of age, as he implies, then the year would be 1784 (1774+10 =1784). And 
if he remained a captive for 7 years the year of his release would be 1791 (1784+7=1791). These dates are 
inconsistent with the family leaving West Virginia in 1789 and being captured in 1790. 
 

 
Mersea, Canada West 

Feby 8th 1849 
Cornelius Quick 

1st   My age 75 - 12th of February Inst, 1849 - born in the Jersies on King’s Creek - Taken prisoner by 
the Shones Tribe of Indians on my way to Kentucky - Lived with Snake, the chief of that tribe, 
remained with them about 7 years - about 10 years old when taken - thinks he was about 13 at the 
time of the Battle of Sandusky - which would make him older - has no record of his age ([Foster’s 
comment] I think he might be 77. is quite a smart old man - generally a hardy people) 

2nd  Thinks there were 4 tribes engaged, maybe more, Shones, cherakees, Mingoes and Potawotamies - 
Snake and Pipe seem to be the only names known and Pipe seems to be a Delaware. I understand 
from some there was a union of several Tribes that were under one name, and is very difficult to 
ascertain at this late date the real number of Tribes or Indians in each Tribe. 

3d.   Was not at the Battle - was 15 miles up the River at Chickaboo. Was on the battle ground next day 
- was too young cant recollect much about it - the Indians (had?) then was 30 of the Shones killed 
- don’t know anything of the others. 

4th.  Dont know of any British officer or soldier being there. think Col. McKee and Elliott one or both 
was there. 

6th.  heard the Indians say that Simon Girty went to Col Crawford’s encampment and advised him to 
retreat. told him that he would be surrounded and cut off next morning - The Indians were 
displeased with Girty for doing so. 

7     don’t know anything of Maj. Harrison, Col McClellan or others - thinks there was none burned but 
Crawford. 

8th.  don’t know anything of the speech of Capt. Pipe nor of the council or condemning of Col. Crawford. 
The Shones were opposed to the burning of him. 

9      Cant tell by what Indians nor where he was taken - Grandmother thinks he was taken on the retreat 
10th Simon Girty made the offers at the place where he Crawford was burned. the preparations were all 

made but was too late in the day and deferred till next day. The Shones left the grond and he with 
them - Heard the Indians say Girty made offers on the second day. That they were displeased with 
and threatened him. 

11th Capt. Pipe did complain of Col., Crawford or some other of the Amsrican Army misusing some of 
his connections (?) or friends - on some previous occasions - 

12    don’t know anything of the Delawares - 
13    nor many names of the prisoners Girty saved but heard of several 
14    Cant tell anything certain of Logan 
15    Capt. Bird lived at Detroit or Amherstburg, perhaps both places, was married, went to England with 

Col. De Peyster - was much disfigured by the smallpox, which perhaps gave (?) to the hair lipp. 
16    Don’t know anything of Gov Hamilton - nor the other British officer 
17    Don’t know anything of the Blue Lick or Wheeling campaign 
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Joseph Munger’s response to a letter of Lyman Copeland Draper requesting information about various 
residents of Colchester. 
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Draper’s Notes, Series S 
The following narrative along with 7S104 are typical examples of the information that was used to tell the 
story of the Quick family’s capture in the book “BEHIND THE RESERVE”. Draper commonly refers to 
the event as the “Kennedy’s Bottom affair”. 
 
Item 3 
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Item 4 
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Item 5 
Draper 7S132-141. 
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(7S132 Continued) 
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Item 6 
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Item 7 
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Joseph Coxe’s account of the capture of the Riley family in February 1790 or 1791. Francis Riley’s 
daughter Ruth made it to Detroit where she married Joseph Tofflemire. 
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Notes on Border History & Biography Illustrative of the 
Life of Gen. Simon Kenton and also of Gen. G. R. Clark, Col D. Boone 

Simon Girty - Indian chiefs etc. 
Taken durig a Trip to Illinois, Indiana, Ohio, Michigan, 
Western Canada & Kentucky & Westn. Pennsylvania 

From July 6th to Oct. 30th, 1863 
Vol. 1 

Lyman C. Draper 
From Lyman Copeland Draper’s visit with Catherine Girty, the daughter-in-law of Simon Girty. 
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John McCormick was the son of Alexander McCormick. In his narrative (17S207) he recalls the name of 
John Quick’s wife as Elizabeth. 
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Capt. William Caldwell, son of Col. Caldwell, gives a story of Tecumseh’s death that to my knowledge has 
never been published. 
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