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What this Book is About and How it is Organized

In 1795 after a five-year captivity with the Shawnee Indians in Ohio, John and Elizabeth Quick
and their family of perhaps nine children made a “pitch” (a settlement) behind the village reserve
of Colchester in Essex County, Ontario. Their story and the stories of their ancestors and
descendants make up this book. John was born in colonial New Jersey of old Dutch stock. His
great-great-great-grandparents came from Holland to New Amsterdam, now New York City, in
1638. Their probable birthplace was the town of Naarden in south Holland, now a suburb of
Amsterdam.

The book is of two sections, Historical and Genealogical. The Historical Section has two
parts. Part I is devoted to five of John Quick’s ancestors (1601-1791), Part II to John and
Elizabeth themselves. The Historical Section carries the story of the family up to a little beyond
John Quick’s death in 1820. A Quick family descendant reading this should be prepared to
connect him/herself to one of John and Elizabeth’s children.

The Subjects of the Historical Section of this book

Chapter Generation Quality of the Evidence Connecting
generations

Part1

Chapter 1 Tomas Quick ca. 1585-ca. 1610

One Place to Begin lived and died in Holland

Chapter 2 Teunis Tomassen Quick patronymic “son of” Tomas

The Mason born ca. 1605 Naarden, Holland ?
died ca. 1673 NYC

Chapter 3 Jacob Teunissen Quick Solid Evidence

The Runner baptised 4 June 1634 Amsterdam Baptismal record in de Nieue Kerk,
died ca. September 1684 Amsterdam
Albany, NY

Chapter 4 Cornelis Jacobsen Quick Solid Evidence

The Mariner born ca. 1663 Albany, NY Baptismal record in Dutch Reformed
died ca. 1704/6 at sea? Church New Amsterdam (NYC)

Chapter 5 Tunis Quick Solid Evidence

The Farmer baptised 21 August 1698 NYC Baptismal record in Dutch Reformed
died ca. February 1774 Church NYC
Hunterdon County, NJ

Chapter 6 Cornelius Quick Circumstantial Evidence

The French Dancing Master

Part I1
Chapters 1 to 7

born ca. 1730 Hunterdon Co., NJ
died 15 November 1791
Washington Co., PA

John Quick

born ca. 1754 Hunterdon Co., NJ
died 4 November 1820
Colchester Twp., Essex Co., ON

and signatures
Interpretation contrary to ACQ

Circumstantial Evidence.

His signature survives in the will of
Cornelius Quick

Interpretation contrary to ACQ

In 2002 an unfinished version of the Historical Section was circulated in an effort to

encourage feedback, in particular Elizabeth Quick’s maiden name. Ten years have come and gone
without this question being answered. I can only hope that a future researcher may be able to
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supply this information.

The Genealogical Section is the work of Dorothy Zak and Patricia Smith. In it they list the
thousands of John and Elizabeth’s descendants down to the present day. More than fourteen
generations are touched on in all, spanning more than four hundred years. The sections were
separately written and have their own pagination. In order to navigate the Historical Section, a
table of contents is provided on page v. The Genealogical Section begins immediately after the
index to the Historical Section.

Stuart M. Quick

High Park, Toronto
October 2015
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Origins of the Name “Quick”

Lucky is the genealogist who is able to trace a name to the individual who first adopted or was
given it. This is more likely to happen in England for a family that has resided in the same parish
for centuries or for an aristocrat who for dynastic reasons preserved a family genealogy. Most of
us, however, are eventually thwarted in our backward searching by the lack of critical records or
by the fact we are following a common name. We must then settle for the occurrences of the
name in the same place as our last verifiable ancestor on their own without the critical proof they
are bona fide members of the family tree.

The name “Quick” is not as common a name as, say, “Smith” or “Potter” so the Quick
genealogist should have an easier time of it. But it is a name that does occur in 14th century
England, Ireland, Germany and the Low Countries.

Scholars of family names think “Quick” (spelled one way or other) has been in use in
England for over a thousand years. It appears they say in Domesday Book (1085) as “Cuica”, a
Saxon word derived from “Cuicbeam”, meaning poplar tree. The better-known meaning is, of
course, “swift” or “with speed”. The name apparently sprang from the hamlets of Cowick Barton
in Devonshire, Quickbury in Essex, and Quick Mere in Yorkshire among other places. The Irish
variant is supposedly “Quigg”.”

The name “Quick” (or variations thereof) was in use in Belgium in the 14th century. One
John Quek “merchant of Flanders” was shipping cloth into England in the reign of Edward III
(1330-1377).” This man could easily have been English as well as Belgian. As will be shown in
the first chapter of this book, Flemish protestants with the names “Quicq”, “Quecke”, and
“Queeckers”, were in the 16th century among those persecuted by Philip II of Spain.* Thousands
of heretics were murdered or forced to flee for their lives in this period. Many Flemish moved
north into the Netherlands only to fall into the hands of the army of the inquisition. The entire
population of Naarden, a little town in North Holland, was massacred by Spanish forces in 1572.

As it happens, the town of Naarden is where the earliest-known record in our family tree
comes to light. The year is 1601. It is possible, therefore, that our family came from Flanders in
the 16th century and settled in Naarden sometime after the massacre.

Speculations on the origins of family names are often colored by biases, such as the one
Arthur Craig Quick offered in his book. He rejected the most likely hypotheses that the name was
Dutch, or at the very least English, brought to England in the 14th century, and settled on the
assumption the name was Scottish introduced to Naarden in the 1580s through a Scottish soldier
garrisoned there with English forces fighting with the Earl of Leicester. This is a possibility. But
evidence to be presented in the following pages indicates more strongly that our people are
Dutch—or Flemish—at least as of the early 16th century.

2 E. C. Smith, American Surnames (Childen, 1969).

3 Calendar of Miscellaneous Inquisitions (Chancery), 3, 48.

4 A. L. E. Verheyden, Le Conseil Des Troubles, Lists des Condamnés (1567-1573) (Palais des Acad-
emies, 1961).



Footnotes and Abbreviations

I have tried to make all statements in this book verifiable to anyone, thus the liberal use of
footnotes. The footnotes have been placed at the bottom of pages to enable them to be read
immediately or, on a first reading, bypassed. To keep them as short as possible I have used
abbreviations; the less obvious ones are listed below. Volume numbers are underlined. For the
most part a reference points to an original archival document, less often to a roll of microfilm.
The notation LDSx means the material can be found in the roll of microfilm numbered x in the
collections of the Church of Jesus Christ of Latter Day Saints.
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