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Preface

Psalm 78 3.4;

Things we have heard and known,

Things our fathers have told us,

We will not hide them from their children,
We will tell the next generation. N.LV,

During my formative years, the years of asking many questi i
after the death of my father when I was eight, I livedy»\gth msng;af,?ec‘ea,],l.’;
Burt and Effie Collins. This farm had been the site of the second churlz;atf and
from this farm and the relations who visited it, came the answer to many of
my questions. Burt's sister, my Aunt Ida Collins, a retired mjssi /
would come for short periods to stay and have time to tell stories of nmagr,
childhood and her years among the Indians. My first Sunday school teacher
was my Aunt Jessie Banwell, and over the years she would impress upon
me the families' roots with the church and its love for the Lord. po

By the time of the 100th anniversary I already had an interest in the church
history, mother was on the committee and asked me to help her with a
display for its_celebration. Including planks from the old church and the
communion rail from the attic. When the booklet came out and the family
saw that it had some mistakes with the history, I decided to write down
what T could find out about the church'’s past. Grandma Effie knew of my
interest, she helped me with a high school history project on the families
early pioneer days taken from old diaries, books and family papers that
since have been left to me. These books and papers dealt mostly with the
first 50 years of the Irish Settlement. Using facts found in them l)l,1ave tried
to put together a story of the early pioneer families. Thinking of the
hardships they had to start, build and maintain what is now St. Stephen’s
Parish, I hope the remembrance of the heritage our forefathers havepgiven
us might be an inspiration to this generation and those that follow. So strong
was their Faith, their love for our Lord, that at first they would trave] from
as far away as the Maidstone - Essex area to St. Johns Sandwich for
worship, services of baptism, weddings and funerals.

Their travels took them over undrained trails through

worship central to their scattered farms. I regret 1%10 [gg&‘{:‘l"em ':11 placee?ltt"
for the exact spot of the first church site, - Maidstone wag n ta ocumhi
until 1854 and was not included in the 1851 census of the ova towns bp
then the church was at Oldcastle. county and by

We may not like or remember all the dates that make ;
look past the dates, try to imagine the story of faith aiétg:\c/glt?(l);\luﬁg]; )tg)lil. ©

Then as the Psalmist says, "Tell the next generation"”,

Kenneth Burton Bennelt
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The Irish Settlement Church

The Trish settlement was centered around Maidstone CI’OSSt,~
named by Joseph Bennett in 1833. It was at the cross roads o
Talbot and Malden. Malden Road ran from Fort Malden north
east to the Middle Road and then east to Kent Co. Settlers soon
came after the Middle Road was surveyed and thrown open to
settlement in 1828, most of whom were Irish Roman Catholics
and as early as 1839 Rev. Father McDonnell occupied the
pulpit at Maidstone Cross. The Irish also settled out along
Talbot Road east and west. Some of the Irish settlers were
Protestant and along with many English settlers, a place to
worship was important for their Sp_intual needs and _also to
share the hardships of pioneer life, in weekly communion and
fellowship. The closest church was St. Johns in the town of
Sandwich some twelve miles away. The roads in the area were
little more than horse trails marked by blazed trees and used by
the army for defense of thie area as the Mackenzie rebellion of
1837-8-9 was taking place.

Stephen Collins with his brother George came from England to
their sister Elizabeth Bennett in 1837. Stephen got a grant farm
- lot 291 Maidstone, east of Elizabeth and husband Joseph on
lot 294. They all were members of the Church of England, so
in the spring of 1838 Stephen started holding services 1n his
new home for his family and neighbors. Stephen was a lay
preacher also known as a local preacher. The custom of the
Church of England at that time was that point parishes and
missions were serviced by a priest that would hold the Holy
Communion service once a month, on Christmas and Easter.

Stephen was a blacksmith by trade and in 1837 on arrival he
shoed horses in Sandwich for the British army and Provincial
Volunteer  Militia, and after at his blacksmith shop at
Maidstone Cross. Thomas Welby was army Major and the
militia was commanded by Cap. Sparke in 1838. In his book
"The Township of Sandwich Past and Present" of 1909

Frederick Neal writes "Not contented with the work he could
do about town Dr. Welby (Rev. Thomas Earl Welby) extended
his efforts into the country and with the assistance of his late
friend Col. Sparke, he founded what afterwards became the
mission of St. Stephens." Neal also writes about the history of
St. Johns "In a little building, Richard Pollard as a Layman,
held the services of the Church of England in the year 1802. He
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was ordained and became
the first rector of Sandwich
with missionary jurisdiction
over the whole Western
District." It notes St. Johns
founded in 1803 and St.
Paul's, Detroit in 1805, so
became the mother church
of the area. In 1840 Rev. Dr.
Thomas Earl Welby became
rector and in June 1841
dedicated the mission of
the Irish Settlement on the
west corner of Lot 291,
Stephen Collins farm, on
Talbot road just east of
Malden road in Maidstone
township. From these
documents it all fits
together, layman Richard Rev. Dr. Thomas E. Welby
Pollard holds services for Cﬁ”hohsmréed the I“f?h Semem‘}“tn
Protestants Of th e urcn an l‘gﬁ ltlg 1]§i[3r60[01'. une
community, then St. Johns
is founded a year latter,
layman Stephen Collins who had been a local preacher in
England before coming to Maidstone Cross in 1837 holds
services in his house in 1838 and by 1841 a church was
dedicated. Stephen's commander of the volunteer militia Capt.
Sparke now becomes Colonel Sparke who helped Rev. Thomas
Welby with the mission that was active until it was moved late
in 1851 to Oldcastle, Lot 303 Talbot Road.

The exact spot the church was built on is not certain but was
close to where the present Maidstone Bethel United church
stands and a deed for this land when it was sold in 1869 is still
kept by the family. Great great grandparents, Joseph and
Elizabeth Collins Bennett came to Canada on their honeymoon
in 1832 getting a grant farm at the cross roads on the south
west corner and running west across from the now Floods
elevator. In the winter he cleared land and after the spring
planting would go Monday mornings to Detroit via Sandwich
by horse to work in his wood carving, cabinetmaker trade and
on Saturday come home with supplies for his family and close
neighbors. This expanded until he began taking pack horses
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with him and built a small store on his farm that later his eldest
son Charles ran. He would also bring the neighbors mail from
Sandwich and in July 1851 the first post office was started.
Charles was postmaster in 1856-57. Going back the 12 miles to
Sandwich for worship became a real task as the family grew
and the road was but a horse path, so when brother Stephen
started holding services in his house and then in the church, it
was a real help. During these early settlement years diseases
like cholera, small pox and flue took their toll especially with
the children. Elizabeth was called an Angel of Mercy by the
neighbors and because of his trade, he was kept busy building
coffins and was well known throughout the country side. On
this farm they raised nine children, seven sons and two
daughters to adults of faithful Christian character. A Church of
England prayer book of the youngest son Andrew dated 1800
on the cover and 1863 with his name inside was just handed
down to me.

The public school for the neighborhood families was SS #5
Maidstone some 3 miles east on Talbot Road.

The annals of a school meeting held at the school the 8th of
January 1862 elected
Robert McEwan as ot .
chairman, Stephen | g 40y JAT o Dl
Collins as secretary, | <« 7 sem=sy et o/ st o wic

Robert McEwan and | €% el Aol b fivn & phenon
; ofhr e’ @ “,7.,,,.,- . AR ae fave
Stephen  Collins as | ‘gux .J//yr./l: [T e sl -

auditors, Thomas | - ‘

Beatey moved and % BT Hlions Jecinns S S

Hugh Wilson seconded | = i/ v % et fieii ™ -

that James Ells and | | 2327 7 0% e o
7~

William  Taylor be | } ¥aw 7o £ erriBsoroms
trustees. Moved that | 45 L0% #77 Auab¥s e by,
expenses be by local tax o e (5 TS ation Bogta
and  those  sending [ b L%y Aped gnd ot s o
children find fire wood. | 1 77 % 7~ *= ' ,
] ) L f«:-v ):",'"_/ ".,.,/ fﬁwu:( Kt Hise

This gives us other | i #=% AR L i soet
names of families A
around the church, and (
from the centennial | - . \
celebration booklet it .

gives the names of the School #5 Maidstone

January 1862

first baptisms.
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First Baptisms

From St. Johns records the 8§
baptisms took place on July
17th 1842.

Robert Watson son of James
and Elizabeth Watson, born
Aug. 1841.

Elizabeth Taylor born 1834,
Edmund Taylor born 1841,
children of Edmund and
Mary Taylor, who gave
ground for the present
church site.

Matthew Nicholson, born
Mar. 29, 1842, son of
Robert and Ann Nicholson | Robert Watson, born Aug., 1841

who gave the ground for the | July 17th, 1842, 8 children were bap-
secongd churchgsl:lte tized, traditionally Robert_was §ald to
i be the first person baptized in the

Anna Vollans (Mary Ann) | Irish Settlement Church. He married
daughter of éeorge anc% Rebecca Collins and they raised 6
Miri Voll b Jan. 23 children in St. Stephens, their de-
1813%3111 eI porn. fan. scendants are still members.

Elizabeth Jessop born 1842, Phyllis Jessop born 1833, the
daughters of George and Sarah Jessop and sisters to John.

John Robinson born 1841, son of Michael and Elizabeth
Robinson.
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First Wedding

It gives the first wedding as
Stephen Collins and Mara
Rhodes, married by Rewv.
Welby, witnessed by George
Collins and Susanah Austin.
The wedding took place Mar.
31, 1842 at Sandwich Church
West, St. Johns, Mara's
Church, but Stephen was the
first member of the Irish
Settlement Church married.
The Rhodes family later
moved to Woodslee and in
1871 Mara's father was still
living at age 98.

Stephen and Mara Rhodes Collins
first wedding 1842, picture taken
about 25 years later.

f e TH%I‘
Jﬂ/&/{)bﬁ//«v,ﬁ and;

. _?:'B‘em snlomnlg umteﬁ hg me in tha :

Wedding Certificate
Stephen and Mara Collins - 1842
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Other Churches. in the Pioneer Period -

From a clipping in the Essex Free Press on the Ruscom
Church, when the last service was held Dec. 30, 1984 it states
"In the days of the saddle bag preachers and sparsely settled
communities there was few regular preaching places. In 1845
there was 26 members in connection with the missions in
Maidstone and Rochester. They had no chapels, not even a
school house to preach in; the meetings were held in private
homes. So as more settlers came the Protestant's place of

worst;ip_ was mainly tgeca_use of convenience rather than by
association to a denomination."

From an historical sketch of Bethel United Church of 1946 it
states; "As early as 1856 a little band of settlers, forefathers of
many of the present congregation, erected a log church on what
is now # 2 Highway, slightly east of the 9th concession." It was
replaced by frame structures, one by 1864 and a larger one in
1888, each at-a different site.

The Church of England had a three point parish of Christ
Church, Colchester 1819, St. Johns Church, Kingsville and
Trinity Church, North Ridge 1866, with the following rectors-

Rev. F.G. Elliot, 1842-63, Rev. Robert Fletcher, 1868-74, Rev.
Charles Green, 1874-75, and the Rev. Richard Johnstone
1876-79. Elliot and Johnstone both left these parishes to go to
St. Johns, Sandwich so were moved around in the local area.

The next documentation is of John Greaves who came from
England in 1856, at fifty years of age with seven children and
settled on a piece of land previously purchased in Sandwich
township on the Maidstone township line about a mile from
Maidstone cross roads. There was no road and to the land was a
sleigh track through the bush. They were members of the
Church of England and as there was no religious body of that
faith in the locality they associated themselves with the
Methodist Church and for a number of years John was a local
preacher. Another brother of Stephen Collins, Charles and his
wife came to Canada and settled in Maidstone township near
Maidstone Cross in 1850 and in 1865 purchased 100 acres
down the road from John Greaves. John and Charles
descendants still live on these properties. Charles and wife
Elizabeth were both Church of England members but because
there was no church near, later became connected with the
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Methodist Church of which they became pious pillars. They
had 6 children, St. Johns records of the Irish Settlement Church
give the Godparents of only the first 3, but not those born after

1856.
Ellen bapt. Aug. 3 1851, Mara and Stephen Collins, Elizabeth

Bennett
Thomas bapt. Jan.19 1853, Joseph Bennett
George bapt. July 30 1854, Stephen Collins

Maidstone Methodist built in 1877 on the corner of lots 291 &
202, Talbot Road. First Trustees were Charles Collins Sr.,
Robert Little, William Robinson, Charles Bunn; Sec. Treasurer
was John Greaves Sr. Also recorded, a Methodist Episcopal
Church built in the early 1850's east of Maidstone Cross on

Talbot Road, then an Indian Trail.

Henry Banwell born Jan. 28th 1798 son of James Banwell who
opened the Summer Hill School on Mar. 10 1788 two miles
from Bristol on the Bath Road. Henry was schooled under his
father and became a teacher. On Apr. 25th 1822 he mamed
Susan Figes Galpine and in 1835 came to Canada, settling on
the east side of Sandwich near the old town hall. This home
was burnt during the Rebellion of 1837,8,9. He taught in the
public school and to private families, one being Col. John
Prince. After the burning of this house he purchased a farm on
what is now called the Banwell Road after him. Here he added
a room on his log home and taught the children of black slaves
from the underground railroad who stayed in the area before
moving on to Buxton, Colchester and other areas. He surveyed
roadways and lot lines in that area and kept the Registry papers
of the county during the balance of the Rebellion for safety,
because in the war 1812-14 Sandwich had been taken for a
short period and when the Americans left they burned much of
the town even St. Johns Church. Some time in 1850 he moved,
this time to Con. 3 Lot 2 Sand. West on the Huron Line.

During his lifetime in Canada 1835/1877 he kept diaries of the
weather, temperature, his plantings and harvest, what he or the
family was doing, his wife Susan and seven children, all born
in Eng. James T, Henry, Emma G, Felicia E, Susanna o,
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Augustus B, Edward D. Six of these diaries were given to his
granddaughter Effie Jean (Banwell) Collins and before her
death in 1946 she gave them to me and I have taken excerpts
pertaining to St. Stephens or the Irish Settlement Church.

Sept 10th 1851- warm & calm morning - day bright and very
hot, wind W.& S.W. The boys at the church raising.

0 e .
i LS. .
L = o
‘thm314.4? 7
N =
| 4% ,,/-_} ﬂ 5 > B t | g
e = — SE
Pl B O At 2y 22 Bl
e ‘;";;‘“:""/ T 427"‘2 : T -'—’%_fc ——u%':@ A
I \“:\4”'/ &) ’-{ct__ —_ W ? -7 :;'f N ?
Mm\ 0 /‘47‘;{:4 o A= T s
IR S
R APRY Lt vk, ok BV
g9 SO, 4«/‘1 - Z - ..
' a}.\‘ A - ! e ? '-’/7/ ~¢£/é! aétuf(z&w/‘/ .
Henry Banwell's diary on building the church - Sept. 10 1851

This was the Irish Settlement Church on the Robert Nicholson
farm, Lot 303 Talbot Road.

About St. Stephen Church, Howard Ave.

Oct. 26th 1871 - Augustus and Edward went to haul lumber for
the church. A & E were his youngest sons.

Nov. 20th 1871 - Augustus and Edward went to work at the
church.

Note: that seemed to be the end of the work at the church in
1871.

PAGE 10



e r——

Apr 1st 1872 - Augustus attended the church meeting at
Collins.

Apr. 3rd 1872 - Augustus and Mary Ann went to Collins in
afternoon. Mary Ann is A's wife, Collins is Stephen Collins.

June 10th 1872 - Edward at raising of the church.

Note: the church was "A" frame construction and the main
beams had to be raised and secured.

Nov. 5 1872 - Effie Jean, Edward and Jessie's daughter born.

Nov. 9 1872 - Mary Ann gave birth to daughter, Susan Figes
after her grandmother Banwell.

Dec. 29 1872 - Mary Ann and Jessie took their infants to the
church to be christened. Grandma Effie Jean and Grandpa
Burton Collins were both baptized in the old church on Lot 303
Talbot Road and were life long members of St. Stephens
Church.

Edward D. Banwell Janet Kirkpatrick Banwell

Edward D. Banwell, born Sept. 16 1832, Bath Eng. His father Henry's
diaries tell how Edward and his brothers helped build the churches in
1851 and 1871-2. His first wife Eliza Jessop died in 1865, in 1869 he
married Janet Kirkpatrick, their descendants are still members.
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From the centennial booklet
it has a picture of the
"Immediate Predecessor of
the present St. Stephens,
Sandwich South" giving the |:
date 1871-1913. In 1871 a |}
frame structure was built on
fifth concession Sand. S.,
site donated by Edmund
Taylor. From the above data
the church was built by the
work of the members and
the beams were not raised | St. Stephen's Church, Sandwich

until June 10th 1872 with South 1871-1906

much work to be done | Picture of frame church for the 65th
before it was even closed in, A{léli\t’lefsary iLIil1 1%%6- Helrl? V?]llaﬂs
and all had their farms to | Sad he was the boy at the churc

care for with much hand g]g"gagﬁgbl};h; old drive:shed is in
work at that time. Services

were still in the old church

on Dec. 29 1872.

eteee) f’:;f,,:z,.,/:f_ ‘ﬁ.}';u./-a Soplesia e
e ek £ Vil enr” (ilbrwis S deen
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C epdlee, o i 1ESY

sl

-

' |
R RN W

A

£ —
- CF S * X O = PP

7 . B
:ﬁ-\ﬁé ‘J?/‘ré_a BZ/‘L ;féé{»d/-

1873 Stipened Rev. John Hurst

il
R i s?

A receipt from Rev. John Hurst rector-

Received from the Church wardens of the Irish Settlement
Church the sum of Thirty four dollars 34/100 on account of
stipend for the year ending at Easter 1873 balance still unpaid
$20.00.

$ 34 34/100 signed John Hurst.
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Easter 1873 it was still called The Irish Settlement Church
:r(l)d J?')Slzn Hurst was still rector for a time after May 15th 1874
when he held afternoon services with the newly started SL
Marys Church (named after Mary Walker), and also the Irish
Settiement Church, and later mentions’ St. Marys and St.
Stephens being one parish, taken from the History of St.

Marys.

From the papers of c —
Stephen Collins a ) ‘//;%'; D
receipt- 4 2 # 5
Sandwich Bast - January | /e %/ %A/ Yoz
2nd, 1875. :4':) A& 'w 24 .«;"4{ £ s
i ([ Rerok “and A b

"ReceiVCd Of Stephen ’ ﬁ y ” Lsrient” I
Collins the sum of forty Hi ik SiS (mek

dollars being the amount | ° 4,)’7%_ 03 Hres
agreed to for the old Church | - 7 (la%
and site called the Irish s -
Settlement Church. P2 N
signed ’ s

George Vollans L e alaen

church warden

Augustus Banwell Jan, 2 1875. Sale of Church and site

church warden to Stephen Collins.

From the county land registry taken for the Stephen Collins
family we find that on the 12th of Aug. 1846 a Crown Patent
was issued to Robert and Ann Nicholson for 100 acres being
the south 1/2 of the north 1/2 of Lot 303 north Talbot Road.
The next item was a granting by Robert and Ann Nicholson to
the Church Society of Toronto of a deed for 1/2 acre south
west angle, June 20 1848.

The spring of 1838 services were held in Stephen Collins home
Maidstone until the spring of 1841, when the first church was
consecrated The Irish Settlement Church, historically
remembered through the years as the second Sunday of June.
After granting the deed to the Church Society of Toronto it
would have taken some time to clear the land, to build a
suitable place of worship. From the Henry Banwell diary we
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see the church was raised Sept. 10th 1851, so services would

}!ave been moved from Maidstone Cross to Oldcastle some
time after that date.

Lena Shuel in her painting of the first church has depicted a
small building of round logs, a log cabin church. Although she
would not have seen either of the early churches her parents
Richard and Ellen (White) Shuel were members and lived in
the area, both born in the 1850's so she could have gotten the
information from her parents. The Whites had settled at
Paquette in 1832. The church building that was deeded back to
Stephen Collins along with the site in 1875 was one of vertical
oak plank construction, but more on it later. From a box of
deeds and papers of Stephen Collins there are five that speak of
the church.

1- a deed for the property Lot 291 Maidstone, church site.
2- county registry and deed of Lot 303 Oldcastle, church site.

prsito. Ipt 124 56/ '

P //;’"‘ P {;;;z’j}g 6% s ZZM'M
Gipen/osts /o onc Gh 00D sssis st 4,
J'é“ B P (WL e T

Y/ -

4 2T

?‘% R L TRTS R N,
2 2 %( g‘f é’u.}yrmé}'

K Cﬁ;f//{( Ll

Sept. 1861 - Carpenters - Stephen Collins

3- a note written on the 16th of Sept. 1861 and reads

"Brother McNames please tell the carpenters to come up and
finish the Church. I hope there will not be any delay for
material now, or the weather will be cold before we can get our
tie party.

signed Stephen Collins, Maidstone.
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Nov. 1861 - Lumber - Soloman Wigle

4- Received of Stephen (Steven) Collins ten dollars and fifty
cents in payment on lumber got for Church.

signed Solomon T. Wigle.

Solomon Wigle had a saw mill on a 160 acre farm, Lot 3 Con.
1 near Kingsville.

5- Again from the registry Jan. 21, 1862 a probate Will of
Robert Nicholson to Ann Nicholson widow of Robert.

In the Centennial booklet it has the list of the committee in
charge of the erection of this place of worship with the picture
of the frame church on Howard Ave. 1871-1913. In the book
by Neal, "The Township of Sandwich Past and Present" it gives
the same list.

"This church first built on Talbot Road, known at that time as
The Irish Settlement (founded by Rev. Welby), among those
who took part in its erection were George Vollans, Edmund
Taylor, Robert Nicholson, Richard Walker, John Jessop, and
Messers. Robinson and Bennett." As Robert Nicholson died
Jan., 1862 it could not be the frame church on Howard Ave. I
submit the following information about these men -

George Vollans: born 1804 Yorkshire Eng. came to Canada
1829, to Sandwich township 1838, married Mira Page of
Yorkshire Eng. They had 10 children. He died 1894.

Edmund Taylor: born 1799 England, came to Canada around
1835 with wife Mary and 3 children, Elizabeth born 1834 Eng.
and Edmund Jr. born 1841 Can. were baptized 1842 as above.
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Edmund and Mary gave land for Howard Ave. church site from
farm in Sandwich Twp. in 1871.

Robert Nicholson: born in South Cave, York, Eng. 1798, and
wife Ann born 1803, got crown deed 1846, gave property for
Irish Settlement Church, 1/2 acre Lot 303 Talbot Road
Oldcastle, to Church Society Toronto 1848, lived at Maidstone
Cross 1842 where son Matthew was baptized with above.

Richard Walker: born 1787 and wife Fanny 1787 in Yorkshire
Eng. as did G. Vollans, came to Can. Sandwich Twp.
Maidstone Cross in 1834, in the 1851 Census he had moved to
Woodslee, and by 1881 his son Timothy was on Con. 1 Lot 16
Rochester Twp. P.O. Woodslee.

John Jessop: born in Buckinghamshire Feb. 19th 1823 son of
George and Sarah Jessop who settled in 1834 Sandwich
Township. John married Mary Gunn also born in
Buckinghamshire Dec. 25 1825 and her family also settled in

Sandwich Twp. Mary died 1893, John Apr. 18 1897. Sisters
Eliza and Phyllis also baptized 1842 as above.

Michael Robinson: born 1807, wife Elizabeth Carrie (Curry)
1812 in Scotland. Michael came in 1830, Elizabeth's family
1820's, they married in 1831, settled Lot 7 Con. 11 Sandwich
Township. Son John born and baptized in 1842 with above.

Joseph Bennett: borm 1805, Eng. wife Elizabeth (Collins,
Stephen's sister) born 1807, married 1832 in Headly Eng. and
came to Maidstone Cross in 1833, had 8 children born on this
farm, have prayer book of son Andrew from Irish Settlement
Church, confirmation dated Dec.1 1863. St. Andrew's day is
Nov. 30th. Joseph retired and moved to son Edwin's farm in
Adrian Mich. in 1867.

Robert Nicholson died in 1862 and Joseph Bennett moved in
1867 so it could not have been the church on Howard Ave.
That leaves either the church at Maidstone or Qldcastle. John
Jessop would be 18 in 1841, so it is possible he could have
helped at Maidstone but more likely Oldcastle, 10 years later.
Richard Walker had moved to Woodslee by 1851 so Oldcastle

would. have been too far to travel as conditions were
prohibitive in those days.

Conclusion: Neal states first church built Talbot road, Irish
Settlement, and the above list of men taking part in its erection.
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Irish settlement was centered around Maidstone Cross, Collins
farm on Talbot Road Maidstone Cross, list of men goes with
Maidstone Church.

Rectors during the mission

years, Rev. Welby, 1843 o .
Rev. W. Ritchie. In 1852 Plenten Services
Rev. EH. Dewar became | ,, -

ST. STEPHEN'S CHURCH, SANDWICH EAST.

rector of St. Johns Sandwich | | h

and the mission of the Irish | & R, Duscn [lcnry [lind. Rector
Settlement. As Windsor Ian

became a town in 1854 he
turned his interest to
founding All Saints Church.
He resigned in 1859 and
became rector at Thornhill,
he was followed by John
Hurst late in 1859 with its
three points, St. Johns, All
Saints and the mission.
Then in 1863 John Hurst
becomes rector of All Saints
and the Irish Settlement
Church while Rev. Francis
G. Elliot takes over St Lenten Services for 1888
Johns. Early in 1874 Rev.
John Hurst held afternoon services at the Walkerville Church
and later by Rev. Dr. Caulfield as John went to England. May
15th St. Marys was united with St. Stephens Sandwich East till
then called the Irish Settlements (from History of St. Marys).
May 31st, 1874 Rev. A.H. Martin became incumbent and made
them a single mission. Dec. 1st 1878 Rev. John R. Jones
follows for one year. Sept. 1880 St. Marys is given a student
from Huron College, E.L. Turquant, and St. Stephens is put
back with St. Johns Sandwich. Rev. R.W. Johnstone was then
rector. He pastored the two points until 1887 when Rev. D.H.
Hind took his place. It was on June 10th 1900 during Rev.
Duncan Hind's rectorship that the mission of St. Stephens
became a separate parish with the Rev. William Hartley as its
first incumbent. '

R
SEAVICES
aoin, Kth balaumy et Tpee
Kores Loreas buasese sdaring last at Tum

Codles Ve fre tThe Tage bt od the Misasas 2 uml
<
SERAVICES
a w ube V136

2 huege, 1020,
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w, bl Hevwlt of S The ~arvme
a

The Nicholson site was granted to the Church Society of
Toronto. The Rev. William Ritchie, second rector of Irish
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Settlement was ordained by Bishop Strachan, the first bishop of
Toronto, in 1843 and appointed at once to Sandwich. Rev.
Welby's home used for a rectory was left to St. Johns. The land
was legally conveyed to the Church Society of the Diocese of
Huron in 1862. The Rev. Benjamin Cronin became first Bishop
of the Diocese of Huron. From this information the Nicholson
site was granted to the Diocese of Toronto.

On May 6 1868 a deed from Ann Nicholson to Stephen Collins
for 100 acres being the S1/2 N1/2 north of Talbot Road or the
property where the Irish Settlement Church was part of.

On Apr. 22 1869 Stephen and Mara Collins gave a Quit Claim
deed to the heirs of a Daniel Murphy being the S1/2 N.W.1/4
North of Talbot Road Lot 291 Con.T.R. Maidstone township.
Maidstone Methodist Church built in 1877 on the corner of this
property and was rebuilt and expanded on the next lot (292)
and now is the Bethel Maidstone United Church. Stephen had
sold his farm in Maidstone late in 1865 but there was some
legal trouble with land that the church was on and so the Quit
Claim deed. He started a merchandising store in Windsor on
Sandwich Street where Cleary Auditorium now stands with a
dock for supplies on the river, then bought the Nicholson farm
in 1868.

For just over two years he likely went to All Saints, May 6
1868 finds the Coflins family back with the Irish Settlement
Church on the corner of their farm.

History of South 1/2 Lot 303 North side
of Talbot Road

12 Aug. 1846 Crown Patent Queen Victoria to Robert
Nicholson a settler located by Colonel Talbot - Township
Sandwich, County Essex, Western District. 100 acres - in Her
10th year of reign.

20 June 1848 deed from Robert Nicholson to the Church
Society of Toronto for 1/2 acre S.W. angle Lot 303.

21 Jan. 1862 Probate will of Robert Nicholson to Ann
Nicholson widow of Robert.

6 May 1868 Deed from Ann Nicholson to Stephen Collins -
100 ac. for $2300. 1150 pd. 1150 Mort. S 1/2 Lot 303.
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7 May 1868 Mort. from Sarah Rhodes to Stephen Collins $600
S1/2 Lot 303

15 May 1868 To open road between Lots 302 & 303 Oldcastle
Road

2 Jan. 1875 Received of Stephen Collins $40.00 for The Irish
Settement Church & Site, Church Wardens, George Vollans,
Augustus Banwell

4 Dec. 1886 Stephen Collins dies, 75 years

24 Dec. 1886 Heirs & Heiresses to Geo. Burton Collins S1/2
S1/2 Lot 303

19 June 1888 deed Lake Erie, Essex, Detroit River Railroad
95/100 acre

13 Aug. 1896 Mara Collins dies, 75 years
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Entracts froms il Lustrnsesnts =hich ippear 13 huze beew Registered on Land descrived as e otk -Kotf of
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Registry Lot 303, 1846

Oak Plank Church

The 2nd Irish Settlement Church that was on Stephen's farm
Lot 303 was near the West corner just back about 100 feet from
Talbot Road and was made from planks of native oak and hewn
beams. The planks were about 4 inches thick of random widths
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and about 5 feet long and were mitered into the beams both top
and bottom. Each plank was pinned to the next one with three,
one inch round hardwood dowels about a foot in from each end
and in the middle. The beams 8 inch square as upper and lower
plates had the mitered key along their length about 2 inches
deep and also the corner post, so that when the 4 inch plank
were pinned together, then forced into the upper and lower
plates in a layer of tar or pitch. The end posts were pinned into
the mitered plates so that the whole wall became tight and
solid, a 1 by 2 inch pine batten was then put over the joints
between the plank. The roof was supported by the same type of
hewn oak 8 by 8 beams as the plates connected with tie beams
running horizontal 8 feet above the floor.

These were spaced 10 feet apart, one at each end and two in
between. At 2 foot centers were 2 by 8 rafters covered with 1
inch by random width boards, some 14 to 18 inches wide
running lengthwise. The roof boards were covered with cedar
shakes. There were two windows spaced evenly along each of
the side walls just below the top beam plate.

Again the frame and sills were mitered and pinned into the 4
inch wall planks. The windows were divided into 4 smaller
panes with a glass area two feet square. One larger window
was at what would have been the ecclesiastical east end of the
building. It was constructed the same below the beam plate as
were the side windows, but carried on above the plate in the
end wall that went from the plate to the roof beam. The outside
of the end walls above this upper plate were of 2 inch oak
beams on the out side and lined with a finished board running
horizontal on the inside. This same finished board ran from the
upper plate to the roof between the rafters but the rafters were
open. The door was near the right hand comer of the end wall
that would have been west, a plain rectangular door of 2 inch
oak, a layer of finished wood ran horizontal on the inside, and
had a thumb latch. The building was about 20 feet wide 30 to
35 feet long, the walls were 6 & 1/2 feet to the eaves with a
roof of a 5 by 12 pitch. There had been a hole for a stove pipe
just in about 2 feet and to the left of the door, as I remember it,
it was covered with a sheet of tin. The Church had been sold
back to Stephen Collins on Jan. 2 1875 and some time later
was moved in behind his home and placed on one foot cedar
posts with a floor of joist and wide boards. By the time I was
old enough to remember it was used as a chicken house, in the
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spring of 1937 after my father died the December before, I
liI:/edgwith my grand fath)::r Burt and he acquired 50 barred rock
chicks and put them under broody hens, I raised them in this
building. When Grandpa died in Sept. 1939, the hens were
moved into the barn. The fall of 1940 it was torn down and the
wall planks were used to floor corn cribs. I was 12 years old in
1941 when mother (Etta Bennett) was on the 100th
Anniversary celebrations committee fqr St. Step!ler}s. We
cleaned up five of the oak planks from this church building and
found the three sections of communion rail that was 1n the attic
of grandpa's house. We made a display of historical items just
in front of the lectern, - the rails, planks, along with old bibles,
communion service of Janet Banwell's, Aunt Ida Collins
picture etc.

Stephen Collins immediate family and descendants who went
into our Lords service as deacons, priests, and missionarys.

Rev. Ninion Dolsen & Harriet Church of England (Episcopal)

Rev. John G Emerick & Elizabeth Church of England
(Episcopal)

Deaconess Ida E Collins missionary Church of England Yukon,
N.W.T.

Rev. Calvin Wight missionary Presbyterian Church in China
Ida Emerick Wight missionary Presbyterian Church in China

Frances (Fanny) Cook missionary Presbyterian Church in
China

Rev. Hugh G Crosby B.A. Huron Diocese, Episcopal Church
U.S.A.

" Rev. Donald Wylie Huron Diocese, Chaplin Montreal Q. jail

Rev. Donald Cook past Moderator Presbyterian Church S.
Africa

Rev. Lyle Bennett Huron Diocese Anglican Church

Rev. Stephen Harnadek & Ruth (O.B.C.) Huron Diocese
Anglican

Rev. Bruce Ford & Ellen Pentecostal Assembly

Rev. Elizabeth Jean Bower Huron Diocese, Ordained Priest
Nov. 29/90
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Rev. E. Armmstrong & Susan (Banwell) United Church of
Canada and son Rev. Carman Armstrong.
Burt & Effie Collins 1st cousin. Susan & Effie baptized Dec.

1872

Rectors who served Irish Settlement and St. Stephens Church
along with the mother Church St. Johns, All Saints, St. Marys

1841

to 1843

to 1852
1860
1863

to 1873

to 1874
1874

1874
1878
1880

1880
to 1887

1900

to 1900
to 1905

to 1908

Rev. Thomas E. Welby first church, Maidstone June
1841

Rev. William Ritchie second church, Oldcastle Sept _
1851

Rev. EH. Dewar to 1859
Rev. John Hurst with St. Johns Sandwich
Rev. John Hurst with All Saints Windsor

Rev. John Hurst with All Saints and St.Marys
Walkerville

Rev. Dr. Caulfield with All Saints and St. Marys

Irish Settlement becomes St. Stephens Mission
(Sandwich East)

May 31. one parish- Missions of St. Marys and St.
Stephens Rev.A.H. Martin to Dec. 1 1878.

Rev. John R. Jones to 1879

Sept. St. Marys given student from Huron College
E.L.Turquant St. Stephens put back with St. Johns
Sandwich

Rev. Richard W. Johnstone St. Johns (1879)

Rev. Duncan Hind (St.Stephens, Township Sandwich
South 1893)

June 10th St. Stephens becomes separate parish
(rectory built)

Rev. William H. Hartley with Mission of Redeemer

Rev. EE. Whealen, The Church of the Redeemer
1901, 2 points

Rev. J.R. Newell
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to 1912

to 1915
to 1921
to 1926
to 1929
to 1947

to 1954

to 1960

to 1970
to 1975
to 1984

1991

Rev. Harold H. Dobson-Peacock (present church
built) 1913

Rev. EK. Hughes

Rev. L.C. Harrison

Rev. E'W. McKegney

Rev. Joseph Tully Nov. 3rd, 1929 (18 years)

Rev. Gorden C. Dickin Nov. 1st, 1947 starts St
James 1949

Rev. Gorden Houghton to 1959 (new rectory Oct.
28, 1958)

Rev. Ted Grey (Edwin C.) Oct., 1965/66 Rev. Peter
Ralph-Bowman

Rev. Allen Tilford Sept. 20, 1970

Rev. Tony Koning to 1983 July, 1975
Rev. John Swain Jan. 17th to Aug., 1990
Rev. Kent Gardiner Feb. 1st.

P

"NEW RECTORY - The old makes room for the new at St. Stephen's
Church in Oldcastle where a modern rectory replaces one which has
served for "countless" years."

ks - WY % -
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St. Stephens
Rectory

Rev. Duncan Hind served
the mission of St. Stephens
and- St. Johns Church
between the years
1887-1900 and in 1899 with
the help of his assistant Mr.
Frederick Hewitt a student
of Huron College, Rev.
Hind started services in the
Orange Hall. The small
congregation was known as
the mission of Redeemer
Church. Rev. Hind could see
the need that St. Stephens
become a separate parish
and the mission of
Redeemer as a second point
with their own rector.

Rev. William Hartley 1900-1905 was the
first rector of the Parish of St. Stephens.
His first wife, Harriet who died in 1929
is buried in the cemetery near the church,
has large "Hartley" stone. He is buried

with his second wife in Kingsvillé.

tween 1900-1913.

Picture painted by Miss Ellen Shuel and dedicated in 1948, it shows the re
church and cemetery. Note the size of the maple trees along the gravel road. The
driveway to the church is now the one into the cemetery, the cemtery was ex-
tended to where the frame church stands. The rectory had a small front porch
and no basement until it was moved to make way for the present church. Date be-

ctory,
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Having their own rector meant the need for a rectory, and so it
was built on the north side of the frame church, with the
cemetery that had been consecrated in 1893 on the church's
south side.

On June 10th, 1900 Rev. William H. Hartley a graduate of
Huron College London, became the first rector of St. Stephens
and the mission of Redeemer and made his home in the new
rectory. He was followed by Rev. EF. Whealen, Rev. J.R.
Newell, and Rev. H. Dobson- Peacock.

Rev. Newell saw the need for a larger church for St. Stephens,
the frame church was being filled even though the
congregation of the Church of the Redeemer had built a new
brick structure in 1901 on the Robert Shuel Sr. property. A
committee was set up to raise funds as well as works and
building committees. The site that was chosen was where the
rectory stood. Extra land was needed for the rectory and was
given by Charles Dickson now the owner of the Edmund
Taylor farm north of the church. The new church was dedicated
Nov. 9th, 1913, and the rectory now stood on a new foundation
and was refurbished with a new front porch.

During the time of Rev. Joseph Tully, - Nov. 3rd, 1929 to Nov
.Ist, 1947- was the Great Depression, a small chicken house
and garden was added behind the rectory by the drive shed
used to shield the horses from cold winter winds or hot summer
suns, while owners were in church. The chicken house and
garden helped to augment the meagre stipend along Wwith
families sharing produce from their farms, when they could not
make large contributions on the collection plate.

The drive shed for the horses was open to the south, running
along the edge of the existing parking lot for about 60 feet. It
was still there in the early sixties and the foundation still can
be seen. During Mr. Tully's pastorage the rectory was used for
other events such as choir practice during the cold months, or
junior choir practice Saturday afternoon led by Mrs. Tully. The
senior Sunday school class, mostly parents with children in
regular Sunday school, and Lenten meetings using the litany
with favorite hymns played by Mrs. Tully. Ladies groups and
other church meetings were held in the rectory as the church
was not heated during the week in the winter. Another use was
when they would have lawn socials as the strawberry social, as
well as serving strawberries and ice cream, cake etc., a
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program of different games were set up, the early evening ball
game in Dickson's pasture, booths selling popcorn, home made
candy, bake goods, and the efforts of the women's guild during
the winter, sewing, crochets, knitting and quilts. Near the end
of the evening Arch Hartley would get up on the rectory front
porch and auction off some of the quilts etc. the ladies hadn't
sold, followed by a stage show with local and guest
entertainment. Benches and chairs in the front yard made the
rectory porch a great stage, behind the front door the nervous
talent waited for their time to take part. The last social, I
remember of a much smaller size was during Rev. Gorden
Dickin efforts with the Junior and Senior AYPA's, June 19
1953, with many of the congregation taking part. There are
many fond memories of the old rectory still with the senior
members of today.

Rev. G. Dickin left for the west, a parish in Fort Macleod
Alberta, early in 1954. Much work was done to improve and
secure the rectory for the new rector Rev. Gorden Houghton.
Windows in the bedrooms up stairs were repaired or replaced
as needed, painting, wallpapering, and repairs to the summer
kitchen where Rev. Houghton had a repair area for his antique
clock hobby. During his stay a committee was formed to look
into the replacement of the old rectory, a plan was chosen from
those submitted by the Diocese that was the same as one just
built at Thedford Ont. Mr. Fawcett, a church member, was
given the contract to build the present rectory, open house was
Oct. 28, 1958, its cost - $22,000.00. The old rectory was then
torn down and the yard landscaped.

Present rectory taken on April 7th, 1991
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During the pasturing of Rev. Ted Gray the new rectory again
became the center of life for the parish as the old one had been,
open to meetings and a friendly cup of tea. After Rev. Allen
Tilford there was updating done, especially in the kitchen,
wash and bath rooms for the Rev. Tony Koning and wife Jean.
At this time Huron Diocese initiated committee system and St.
Stephens and Redeemer were set up with five parish
committees, as well as the boards. They would meet in the
rectory to make it easer on Tony, with two or more meetings a
week.

Before Rev. John Swain would accept the parish he wanted
three bedrooms to be in the basement, so again much
renovations. The addition of these three rooms were undertaken
with much of the work done by the members, so again it was
put into top shape, all
freshened up. Besides fresh
paint, the floors were

refinished, a new electric e =)
hot water heating system, OFFICE FOR

with electric baseboard

heaters installed in the Laying the
basement.

@oruer Stone

OF

St. _StephenS' 1913 1. Btephen’s Church

Bandwich Soutl, Gntarta
Laying of cornerstone of St.
Stephen's Church, Sandwich

ON

South on Monday, May, Monday, May Twenty-sixth
Twenty-sixth 1913 in the sieteea hunded aod thitecn
Forenoon. Harold ia the lorenoon
Dobson-Peacock rector. HAROLD DOBSON.PEACOCK.
Committees; -

Works; A°D° Curtis “Other foundation ¢2n 00 man lay then that is laid,
convener, E.P.HOlden, Hy which is Jexa Chast."—1. Cor., iii.:Hl.
Banwell, J. Vollans, Geo. = )

Vollans, E.Oliver, E.
Holden, James Dickson.

Finance; Arch  Hartley
convener, Burt Collins, Ed Laying of the Corner Stones
Banwell treasurer, F. McKee 1913
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secretary, F. Vollans.

Building; W. G. Jessop convener, Thomas McKee, Linonel
O'Neil, George Holden, Joe Banwell secretary.

Wardens; Thomas McKee and Newton Holden.

Sec'y-Treas. Geo. Vollans

Architects, Leybourne & Whitney of Windsor.

Contractors, Newitt & Long

St. Stephen's Church financial statement for the years of

1913-1914 at the time of the building and furnishing the new
church.

Audited by the rector H. Dobson-Peacock for 1913, John
Holden and Burt Collins for 1914.

From July 1913 until Mar. 31, 1915 the Girl's Guild gave Choir
robes, the front window of "St. Stephen”, the furnace, and
piano.

FINANCIAL STATEMENT OF
St. Stephen's Church, Sandwich South
For the Years 1913-14
RECTOR, REV. H. D; PEACOCK, L.Th.

Year Eoding Dec. 31st, 1913 . - Year Ending Dec. 31st, 1914

- ———

RECEIPTS RECEIPTS
N $124.37
26.
. e Totle ‘. 3
PP B R -4
EXPENDITURES
" $700.00
BB eveerosssrse ssssssmrasorss sessoreme 8.
13.24
Lot and, Jotercal.,. y v oo - w::g -
Coal Olferm-? 50 3
—Cor g_,:. ....... "z 10
fyen, 50.00 2.
Coal...... 136,00 .
eevaist + - iu&:g ol 8.3,
3 Aseese: x2
Screen Doors. 3.7¢ Frayer sod Hymo Books H
Corbide. 3738 Csrdide 1287
Synod 3 U
Preight and Bxoress. 429 .00
g .30- - 14
Priatiog £ 24, 200
Dlo. Missions. 12.00
sdc 5230 3.00
8.20 '::
Ve X
e S 12509
Tot $1352.48 s
Balance.
f1612.76 Audited aud found correct,
Audited aad found correct Jobo Holees
by H. Dobson Pescock. rt Collins

Financial Statement - 1913-14 - Edward Banwell
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Russel Curtis born in 1896, now 95 years young, was church
warden in 1941, the year of the 100th anniversary. He was 17
in 1913 when the present church was being built, he told me
two stories about happenings at that time. It seems contractor
James Long used volunteers with the construction when
possible. They had scaffolding up along the vestry and bell
tower side of the church. The ramp to the scaffold was getting
steep as the brick laying neared the top of the wall. A
wheel-barrow was being used to take brick and mortar to the
top of the scaffold. Rev. Peacock was nearing the top of the
ramp with a load of material when the ramp let go, down came
ramp, Rev. and his load.

Again as they were finishing the west wall, working around the
hole for the large window, everthing was going well, in fact to
well. They were moving so fast laying brick, they had a lot of
green mortar that was not set. A storm came up with high
winds out of the west and before they could brace the wall,
down came the freshly laid brick.

After cleaning the mortar off the brick and the mess from both
incidence, the only hurts was that of lost time and ego. Even
with these setbacks, the church was finished and dedicated
Nov.9th 1913. Seven years later the mortgage was cleared, and
it was consecrated Feb.27th 1921 by Archbishop Williams.

L

This is the oldest survivng photo of the present St. Stephen's, with frame
church at right edge of picture, before it was torn down in 1914.
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Ida Collins, Missionary from St. Stephens

Ida Emerick Collins was
born June 23rd 1863, the
daughter of Stephen and
Mara Collins at Maidstone
Cross, Maidstone township
near the Sandwich East
township line. When she
was two years old, the
family moved to Windsor,
where Stephen had a
hardware and merchan-
dising store near the river.

On the 6th of May, 1868
when she was still four, they
bought the farm, Lot 303
Talbot Road where the Irish
Settlement Church was. She
had been baptized in this
church after birth and her
second name or baptisimal
Christian name was
Emerick named after Rev.
John Emerick, Episcopal
minister, who in the next
year married her older sister

. Elizabeth. The last three
Ida Emerick Collins, born June 23, | children of the family of

1863, the daughter of Stephen and : :
Mara. She was St. Stephen's organist twelve were given family

during the 1880s. In 1898 she was | Names for their second
ordained and spent 30 years as a | name, those being Rhodes -
Church of England missionary in the | Mara's  maiden  name,
north. Emerick after -her sisters

husband and Burton also a
Maidstone family. John and Elizabeth also named their
youngest daughter Ida J. Emerick and she too became a
missionary, married Rev. Calvin Wight and served 37 years as
a missionary in China. Ida's schooling started in a log school
on the opposite corner of her father's farm, as the church and
was there until the frame school was built on the Burke farm,
lot 306 Talbot Rd. about 1880 or before. In 1893 Sandwich
South became a township and a town hall was built near the old
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log school site.

Grandfather Burton along with his two sisters Ida and Charlotte
attended the old log sc}%ool. In early 1900 the frame school
burnt and while the S.S.# 6 brick school was being built,
classes were held in the town hall at the old school site. For
upper school Ida stayed with relatives in Windsor and later
when she was 33 years old she attended the Church of England
Deaconess and Missionary Training House in Toronto. She
graduated to Deaconate Dec. Sth 1898. It would seem that her
early years made an impression on her, worshiping with the
large Collins family in the oak plank church on the corner of
their farm. By the age of ten, worship was moved to a new
church on the Edmund Taylor farm, Lot 8 on the 5th Con.
known a$ the gravel road. During this time she studied music,
her father Stephen played the organ and she followed in his
footsteps.

When she was 16 she started to play the organ fqr St. Stcph§ns
Church. On Christmas Eve 1887 she was recognized for filling
this position. It was signed by Thomas McKee and Richard
McKee, church wardens on behalf of the congregaton. At
another time while in the north Mission she wrote to All Saints
and St. Stephens requesting the gift of a canoe, to help her in
her travels from mission to mission. She spoke both Blackfoot
and Cree languages and some Eskimoan dialects, she had the
Book of Common Prayer, Hymnal and Bibles in their
languages. I remember as a boy, after her retirement, she would
come many weekends to the home farm, now her brother
Burt's. She would sit at the old organ, play and sing the favorite
hymns in the native languages. I learned to sing some of "Jesus
Loves Me" in Blackfoot. She also taught me enough to pick out
the melody of easy to play hymns on the organ. I was only
eight when she died, yet remember how she would make me
practice my scales. She made her home with a friend on
Windermere Road, Walkerville, still teaching music at age 74.
My sister Jean took lessons from her until our father died in
December of 1936. Jean is now Jean Bower and lives on the
old church site at lot 303 Oldcastle, and is a member of St.
Stephens. Ida wrote about some of her experiences in the
northern missions before she died. Death came Feb. 10th,
1937. She was buried in the family plot at St. Johns Sandwich,
with the Rev. Joseph Tully attending.
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Early Church Families

The choice of early families are from the 100th Anniversary
booklet. Some families are in more than one event; they are:

1. Those that took part in the erection of the Irish Settlement
Church.

2. Those that donated property for church sites.

3. The first wedding.

4. The group baptized on July 17, 1842.

5. Rev. John Hurst who was rector for over 12 of the
beginning years.

Collins Family

before 1770 also spelled Collens

William Collens died Jan. 8, 1768, wife Margaret died Dec. 18,
1754. They lived in Headley, Hampshire, Eng. Their son
Charles bapt. Mar.. 12, 1743 was the fifth of seven children.
Apr. 12, 1769 Charles Collins married Mary Boxall, bapt. Nov.
13, 1747, died Apr. 12, 1843. Charles was a blacksmith, he
died Oct. 6, 1801, Headley.

Charles and Mary had 13 childrep, their fifth son Stephen bapt.
Apr. 16, 1777, died Aug. 19, 1820. Sept. 23, 1802 he married
Jemima Etherington bapt. Aug. 25, 1782, died Nov. 1, 1834.
They had eight children. Stephen carried on a large iron
hardware and forge manufacturing business and his sons
worked with him in this trade.

Stephen and Jemima's children
1. Sarah bapt. Dec. 16, 1803, Headley, unmarried, came to
Canada, in 1861 census was living with Joseph and
Elizabeth Bennett at Maidstone.
2. Mary Ann bapt. Dec. 22, 1805, Headley, married 1822 to
William Whittle.

*3, Elizabeth born Nov. 6, 1807, bapt. Nov. 27, 1807, Headley,
married 1832 to Joseph Bennett, son of Colonel Joseph
Bennett, born May 13, 1805, came to Canada on
honeymoon. Elizabeth died July 13, 1882 and Joseph Jan.
20, 1894, they are buried at Adrian, Mich.

4. Daniel bapt. Dec. 29, 1809, Headley, married Oct. 10, 1833
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to Louisa Phelps. Daniel carried on father's Iron - Forge

business.

*5. Stephen born Oct. 31, 1811, bapt. Jan. 3, 1812, Headley,
married Mar. 31, 1842 to Mara Rhodes born Feb. 1, 1824,
Devonshire Eng., daughter of James and Susanna Rhodes,
who came to Canada in 1832. Stephen and Mara were the
first members of the Irish Settlement Church married.

6. Jane bapt. Sept. 19, 1813, Headley, married Oct. 29, 1835
to William Phelps
George bapt. Oct. 3, 1815, Headley, died Jan. 4, 1894,

married Aug. 18, 1844 to Sarah Nicholson in Detrott,
Mich., daughter of Robert and Ann (Pickering) Nicholson.
Sarah born Sept.16 1825 South Cave, Yorkshire Eng.,
George came to Canada with brother Stephen in 1837.

7.

1
2.
3

Sk

7.
8.
9

10. Charlotte Rhodes
11.
12.

. Charles bapt. Dec. 19, 1819, Headley, died Mar. 5, 1893,

married May 19, 1849, in Headley, to Elizabeth Richard,
born Feb. 8, 1828 Eng. died July 17, 1903. They came to
Canada in 1850 to a farm near Stephen's.

Stephen and Jemima, married by Edmund White (rector),
witnessed by Thomas Loe and Ann Collins (sister).

Headley parish Records #991755. Parish records do not have
birth dates. Canada census 1861, 1871, 1881, 1891.

*5 Stephen and Mara Rhodes Collins Family (Blacksmith)

Sarah

. Elizabeth

Rebecca Louisa
Hezekiah John
Harriet Jane

James Stephen
Joseph Charles
Niomi Jane

Ida Emerick
George Burton

Bom

. Susannah Jemima Jan. 31, 1843

Sept. 19, 1844
Aug. 28, 1846

July 11,1848
Feb. 10, 1850
June 27, 1852

Mar. 6, 1854
Mar. 4, 1856
Feb. 17, 1858
Apr. 18, 1860
June 23, 1863
Mar. 12, 1865
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Died

Apr. 19, 1912

Apr. 4, 1907
June 28, 1901
June 10, 1927

Oct. 18, 1887
Dec. 22,1934
Dec. 3, 1863
1895

Feb. 10, 1937
Sept. 16, 1939

Married

Adan Clark
unmarried

1 Rev. John
Emerick

2 William
Shoemaker
Robert Watson
unmarried
Rev. Ninion
Dolsen
Bridget Lyons
Caroline Hurst

Arthur Maynard
unmarried

Effie Jean
Banwell



George Burton and Effie Jean Collins Family

1.

W p

Stanley George
Banwell

Jessie Rhodes
Etta Jean

Mara Alice

Bom

Jan. 17, 1895
Aug. 9, 1899

Feb. 24, 1897
May 4, 1901
July 12,1898

Jan. 15, 1907
Jan. 12, 1906

Died

Nov. 10, 1951
Feb. 12, 1980

Jan. 18, 1958

Dec. 13, 1964
Dec. 19, 1936

Feb. 17, 1987
Feb. 23, 1987

Stanley and Milinda (Mildred) an adopted son
Gerald Banwell Collins May 12, 1938

Etta and Ralph Bennett's children

Kenneth Burton

Etta Jean

¢ Marion Ruth

Sept. 10, 1927
Jan. 22, 1935

Jan. 6, 1930
Apr. 9, 1925

Feb. 21, 1935
Mar. 24, 1933

Alice and Stafford Adam's children

Dorothy Irene

Norma Joanne

Donald Burton

June 20, 1930
Dec. 30, 1927

Apr. 28, 1935

July 10, 1940
Feb. 28, 1938

7 George Collins Family (Blacksmith)

Bom

George Headley, Eng. Oct. 30, 1815
Sarah Nicholson, Yorkshire

Sept. 16, 1925

Died
Jan. 4, 1894

Jan. 30, 1892

Married

June 25, 1924
Olive Melinda
Baker
unmarried

June 22,1927
Ralph Emerson
Bennett

June 18, 1928
Stafford Morley
Sydney Adams

Feb. 14, 1953
Myra Belle
Curtis

Sept. 6, 1952
Mack Newton
Bower

Sept. 1, 1952
Allan William
Parr

Sept. 19, 1953
Robert Henry
Boyle

Dec. 22, 1979
William Bill
McAllister
May 19, 1962
Evelyn May
Curtis

Married
Aug. 18, 1844

Detroit Mich.

Sarah was dau. of Robert and Ann Nicholson, Lot 303 Talbot
Rd.Sand.
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George and Ann's children, all born in East Zorra Twp.,

Oxford, Ont.
1. John Feb. 15, 1847
2. Stephen Robert  Feb. 8, 1848
Jan. 11, 1931
3. Jemima Ann Feb. 17, 1850
4. Mary Jane July 23, 1852
5. Elizabeth Pickering Oct. 14, 1854
6. Emma Jan. 20, 1857
7. Danial Feb. 24, 1859
8. Martha Cross June 3, 1861
9. George Thomas Aug. 3, 1863
10. Alice Pridgeon  July 25, 1865
11. Mathew Robinson Dec. 12, 1867
Sandwich, Apr. 9, 1866

Feb. 15, 1847
Feb. 16, 1932

July 20, 1942

Mar. 27, 1934
Nov. 26, 1947

June 4, 1920
June 12, 1890
Nov. 1, 1905

Mar. 2, 1950
Oct. 27, 1951

Dec. 20, 1948
Apr. 3, 1939

dau. of John and Mary (Gunn) Jessop, Sandwich Twp.
8 Charles and Elizabeth Collins Family (Blacksmith)

Bom

Charles Collins, Headley Eng.

Dec. 19, 1819

Elizabeth Richards, Eng.

Feb. 8, 1828

Died
Mar. 5, 1893

July 17, 1903

1908
Edith Weekly

Feb. 10, 1896
William Nichol

Dec. 31, 1885
John Grimstead

Apr. 17,1901
Patience Bickle

Mar. 22, 1892
George Cooke

Nov. 1, 1893
Estella Mary

Jessop

Married

May 19, 1849

Came to Maidstone Ont. Canada after marriage 1849, children,

1.

Ellen Louisa Feb. 23, 1851 Apr. 17,1908 1866 .
(Louise Helen) Bapt. Aug. 3, 1851, Godparents, Stephen, Mara Collins,
Elizabeth Bennett
June 29,1843  Mar. 7, 1908 John Greaves
Thomas Richard Feb. 15,1852 1924 1879
Thomas, Bapt. Jan. 19, 1853, Godfather Joseph Bennett
May 6, 1856 1929 Caroline
Cathran
Farough
George Daniel Mar. S, 1854 Mariah A.Butts
(b1862)
George, Bapt. July 30, 1854, Godfather Stephen Collins
Jemima G. Oct., 1956 1947 John B.
Farough (1848/
1928)
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5. Sarah Elizabeth Jan. 18,1859  Apr. 20, 1921 Nicholas
Mar. 3, 1852 Jan. 19,1931  Farough
6. Hannah Ann 1862 William
Campbell

Bennett Family

Joseph Bennett born London England 1767, became Colonel in
British Army, 1803 he married a lady of title and they had three
children Joseph Jr. born London England May 11, 1805, died
Jan. 20 1894 and is buried with Elizabeth at cemetery 3 miles
from Adrian MI. Treat Rd. Married early 1832.

Elizabeth Collins born Nov.6 1807, town of Headley,
Hampshire Co. Eng. She died July 13, 1882, age 75, Joseph
age 88.

After marriage at Headley Parish, they came to America,
landed at N.Y. then to Detroit. British army Veterans and
families were offered Crown Land Grants in Canada as
Col.Talbot settlers and Joseph took the north half of Lot 294
south of Talbot Road West, Twp. Sandwich, about 12 miles
from Detroit. They had to clear land and build a house in the
first year and later receive Crown Land Patents.

This Lot was at the cross roads of Talbot and Malden, then
used by the army, so Joseph later named it Maidstone Cross
after his native Maidstone Eng. and the village still carries the
name.

They had nine children;

Charles born in Detroit 1834 married June 30 1858 to Susan D
Whitson dau. of Alexander and Mary Whitson, Lot 8 Con. 19
Maidstone, neighbors children, Joseph married Ella Wise,
George, and May (Morton)

Mary J. born Maidstone Cross Dec. 4 1837 married March 22
1858 to James P Whitson of the same family of Whitson's. two
children, Estella A. and Jessie J.

Stephen George born Maidstone Cross 1839 married - Dau.
Elzora.

Jemima A. born 1841 married Tobias Wise, three children
George, Mimmie married George Bishop, Clara married
Charles Lambert
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William D. born Maidstone Cross July 27, 1843. (noted below)

Alfred R. born Maidstone Cross Aug. 16, 1847, married Mrs.
Alice Richard. Alferd died Feb. 20, 1937.

Edwin J. born Maidstone Cross Aug. 22, 1848, married Susan
Able, children, Win, Mary, Annie, Grace, Jessie, Susie. He
settled in Adrian Mich. on a vegetable farm.

Albert H. born Maidstone Cross Sept. 22, 1851, died age 37,
unmarried.

Andrew H. born Maidstone Cross Oct. 10, 1853 married Mary
Green children , Alfred A, Lillian, Louise. Andrew's prayer
book was handed down to Howard Bennett, then to Kenneth
Bennett and is dated Dec.1st 1863 and given to him by the Irish
Settlement Church that his father Joseph helped to start in 1841
at Maidstone Cross. Andrew died at 37.

William D. Bennett married in 1866 at Maidstone Cross to Jane
Elizabeth Greaves. Dau. of John and Jane Greaves of Lot 291
South Talbot Road, Maidstone Cross. Jane E Greaves born
April 14, 1847 Lancashire Eng. came with her family to New
York in 1850 then to Maidstone Cross in 1856. William died
Jan. 17, 1907 and is buried with Jane (date unknown) in North
Ridge Cemetery, just east of Essex. In 1868 William moved to
his brother Edwin's farm near Adrian Mich. Lenawee Co. as
did his parents and others of the family. Jane's sister Elizabeth
and husband Henry Pollock also lived there.

Children:

1. John William born Sept. 8, 1868 Lenawee Co. Mich.(noted
below)

2. Alfred Joseph born May 16, 1872 Lenawee Co. married
June 22, 1898 Cathern (Cassie)Smyth born 1869/1924 from
S. Woodslee. Children, William Howard born June 1, 1899,
died Mar. 14, 1990 married Lillian Roach. Anna born Jan.
18, 1891 married Harold Malott; Charles; Mary married
Clifford Cook -- a. Sheila, b. Roxann

3. Albert Andrew (Ab) born Sept. 19, 1874 Lenawee Co.
married April 8, 1903. Etta H. Hall, born Oct. 8, 1869. July
4, 1906, son John Willis, 2nd. married Edith Campbell and
had twins. Beatrice married Elmer Gorden. Margaret
married Howard Dawson. Albert died Feb. 15, 1961 buried
North Ridge
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4. George Thomas born Lenawee Co. July 21, 1877 married
Oct. 2, 1901 Bernice Smith of S.Woodslee. Children, Clara,
Carl, Muriel, Alton, Lyle, Carmen. William came back to
Canada 1877 ‘

5. Minnie Louisa born Aug. 21, 1882 S.Woodslee, Essex Co.
married May 7, 1902 Robert John Garrow bomn Essex
1877, children Carmen, Clifton

6. Emest James born Aug. 14, 1885 S.Woodslee married May
20, 1905. Villa Wagner, son William Wallace born 1919/
died Nov. 27, 1989. Wallace married Leona Bezanson,
children, Danny, James, Gary, Judy, Mark, Valerie, Doreen.
Wallace lives in Essex.

1. John William married Sept. 6, 1893 Emma Lickman at
Maidstone Meth. Emma Lickman born Nov. 27, 1873
Essex Center dau. of George and Emma Lickman. John
died May 31, 1903 at 34 and Emma Jan. 19, 1973 at 99
years. Children, Arthur Roland born Aug. 6, 1894 at
Hensall Ont. married Aug., 1923. Vera M. Cuthbert born
1897, died Mar. 4, 1967, 69 years. One child still born.
Arthur died Dec. 1, 1984, 90 years. Ralph Emerson born
July 12, 1898 at Hensall Ont. married June 22, 1927, Etta
Jean Collins born May 4, 1901, Oldcastle Ont. Ralph died
Dec. 19, 1936 and Etta Dec. 13, 1964, buried at St.
Stephens Church Cemetery Oldcastle. Ralph at 38, Etta at
63. Children, Kenneth Burton born Sept. 10, 1928, Etta
Jean born Jan. 6, 1930, Marion Ruth born Feb. 21, 1935,

Rhodes Family
also spelled Rhoads

J. Rhodes Family came from England to America some time in
1832, a Rhodes family picture was painted in Greenwich
England in June of 1832 before leaving. Settled -on farm in
Windsor near tunnel entrance, later moving to a farm at
Woodslee.

Father - James Rhodes - 1773 Devonshire

Mother - Susanna Rhodes (Maiden name Wetherhead) -
Devonshire

Children born in Devonshire England
1812 Elizabeth Rhodes married Samson Pike
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Ebenezar Rhodes lighthouse builder, Great Lakes
Joseph Rhodes Major General, Civil War

Isaac Rhodes War Veteran :
1824 Mara Rhodes married Stephen Collins Mar. 31,
1842
Sarah Rhodes Spinster
1829 John Rhodes Father of Marcia Belle Rhodes
Meacham

1832 Hezekiah Rhodes Father of Lottie Rhodes Perry.

Mara Rhodes born Feb. 1, 1824 - married
Stephen Collins  born Oct. 31, 1811

Marcia Belle
Rhodes born Oct., 1864 - married
Louis Meacham  born Oct., 1861 - died May 3,

1946

By 1871 on the Woodslee farm was Charles Rhodes age 58,
wife Mary Ann 48, children, Charlotte 15, Annie 9, Charles 6,
living with them was James now 98, and Joseph 48.

Watson Family
James and Elizabeth ( Raycroft) Watson

James Watson born Ireland, Elizabeth born 1806 Kingston Ont.
James came to Kingston Ont. where he married Elizabeth, then
they moved to Sandwich where he worked at his trade of shoe
maker. They moved to a 100 acre farm Con. 7 Lot 12 Sandwich
Twp. Elizabeth died in 1851 although still living for the 1851
Census. She left 5 children.

1. Mary J., born 1838 in Detroit, married Charles McGriggan
g/fl’ Alpena Mich. James, John, William, Lizzie, Annie, Kate,

ary.

2. Robert born Aug., 1841 at Sand. farm married Rebecca
Louise Collins daughter of Stephen and Mara Collins.
Robert was baptized in 1842 at Irish Settlement Church,
Maidstone. Farmed at Con. 9 Lot 11 Sand. E. Stephen,
Percival, Sarah, Ida, Jessie, Maria.

3. John, born 1843, married Mary A. McDonald born 1856
adopted daughter of Jacob and Mary Lonsbury. John
farmed on home farm Con. 7 Lot 12 Sand. Frank, Mary,
Lauar, Clara, Wilbert, Ethel, James, Earl.
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4.

Henry, born 1847, married Ellen Hurst dpughter of
Nicholas & Christina Hurst. 1881 census, gives family
Henry 31, Ellen 27, James B. 6, Elizabeth 2. County book
gives children Bird, Robert, Mary. Farm Con. 9 1ot 14
Sand.

Elizabeth, born 1850, married Thomas Porter of Windsor.
James, William, Edward, Annie, Mabel, Bertha, Hazel, and
Esther.

John and Mary Watson married 1875

1.

bl ol

10 00 N o

10.
11.

William Frank, born 1876, married 1902 Maud Maynard
daughter of Arthur and Charlotte (Collins) Maynard. Lived
on Watson homestead.

Mary Elizabeth, born 1878/1897

Laura, born 1879/1892

Clara Belle, 1881/1892

Wilbert, born 1883/1892 all died of diphtheria Laura, Clara
same day

Ethel, born 1886

James, born 1889

Earl, born 1891

Pearl, born 1894

Della, born 1896 .

Edna, born 1896

12. Esther, born 1898

Robert and Rebecca L. Collins married Sept., 1875 St.
Stephens Church

1. Stephen, born Nov. 15, 1876, married Mary Frith, born

2.
3.

4.
5.
6.

1878

Percival, born 1878, married Jessiec Mac Kenzie

Sarah E., born 1880, married John Wesley Robinson, born
1877

Ida, born 1882, married David Ure, born 1880, son of
William & Margret

Jessie Raycroft, born 1884, married Edward Banwell, born
1880

Maria, born 1888, married James Battersby, born 1885

Stephen and Mary Frith married 1902
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1. Vemna, born 1904, married Forest Little son of Arthur Little
2. Jean, born 1907, married William Hill

3. Gerald, born 1911, married Beulah Farough

4. Douglas, born 1917, married Eleanor McKenzie

Jessie and Edward Banwell son of Edward and Janet Banwell

1. Lloyd Watson, born 1908, died 1922

2. Dora Louisa, born 1911, married Michael Di Stasi

3. Percy Edward, born 1912, married Gladys Mac Rae

4. Bruce Robert, born 1917, married Grace Eleanor Dickson
5. Jessie Mae born 1926

4 Bruce and Grace Dickson married

1. Robert
2. Elizabeth
3. Barbara
4. Allen

Robinson Family
Michael and Elizabeth Robinson

Michael, born 1807 in Scotland, came to Canada in 1830,
married Elizabeth Currie (Curry) born 1812 in Scotland,
parents came to Canada in 1820s, settled first at Tara, Ont. then
came to Sandwich in 1830 by raft from Lake Huron, Lake St.
Clair and Detroit river.

Michael and Elizabeth married in 1831, first two children born
in Michigan then they settled on Con. 7 Lot 11 Sandwich Twp.
Their faith, Church of Scotland but were one of the founding
families with the Irish Settlement church.

1. Mary Ellen, born 1832 in Mich., married O'Keefe

2. Robert, born 1836 in Mich., married Margret, born 1850,

John 1868, Elizabeth 1869, Michael 1871, George 1873,

Denicle 1875, Robert 1879. farmed Con. 7 Lot 11 Sand. E.

Margaret, born 1838, Ont.

4. John, born 1841 Ont., baptized 1842 Irish Settlement in
first group farmed Con. 6 Lot 13 Sand. E.

5. William, born 1843 Ont., married Jane Ure, born Mar. 25,
1848, farmed Con. 8 Lot 16, family below.

bt
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6.
7. George, born 1847 Ont., married. Farmed Con. 7 Lot 11

8.
9.

Elizabeth, born 1844 Ont., married Yorke.

Sand. E. next to Robert.
James, born 1849 Ont.

Micheal, born 1852 Ont., married Mary, farmed Con. 8 Lot
11 Sand. E. mother Elizabeth lived here 1881,

10. Mary, born 1858 Ont. ( 1871 census)
William and Jane Ure, daughter of David and Jane Ure

bl o
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William, born 1870

David, born 1872

Margaret J., born 1874 married Charles Herdman

J%}é% Wesley, born 1877, married Sarah E Watson, bomn
1

Florence E., born 1880 married, Isaac Libby

Frederick, born 1883, unmarried

Mabel,, born 1887, married John McNeil

Harold, married Caroline Robinson

Hazel, married Dennis Mahoney son of James and Emma
(Banwell) Mahoney

Margaret and Charles Herdman born 1867 son of Robert &
Emma Herdman farmed Con. 5 Lot 306 Talbot Road N.

1.

Frederick, married Néilie, son Jack

2. Elmer, married Betty Marie Gray , Richard, Margaret.

3.

Garnet, married Evelyn Jessop, Ross.

4. Gertrude, married Percival Jessop, Gloria, Beverly

John Wesley and Sarah Watson daughter of Robert and
Rebecca Watson

. Bruce
. Forest Reid, married Erna McMullin
. Wesley

Marjorie, married George Bennett son of George &
Margret Bennett

Alma, married Warren Ford, Ronald, Wesley

Florence and Isaac Libby

1. Clarence
2. Gordon
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3.
4.

Leslie
Wilfred

David farm later became Robinson subdivision
Robert and Margret Robinson, Robert faith C.E., Margret R.C.

ARl o

John, born 1868
Elizabeth, born 1869
Michael, born 1871
George, born 1873
Deniele, born 1875
Robert, born 1879

John, born 1868, married Josephine Dunn lived on homestead
Con.7 L 11 Leo, William (Billy).

Jessop Family

George Jessop and wife Sarah (Bailey) born 1795, came from
Buckinghamshire Eng. in 1833 and in 1834 settled on the
Malden Road, Sandwich Twp. George died July 23, 1851,
Sarah Sept. 27, 1864.

Children

1.

2.

Mary Ann, born Feb. 14, 1817 Eng., married Oct. 27, 1840
Henry Teakle, Mary died Jan. 16, 1895

James Henry, born 1819 Eng., married June 7, 1848 Mary
Ryan, born 1828 Ireland. James was Chief of Police and
County Constable, 1851 census as carpenter. James died
Oct. 22, 1897

George, born Mar. 25, 1821 Eng., married Feb. 25, 1847
Agnes Mears, born 1821 Can. George elected Reeve of
Sandwich 1898 and died Aug. 25 the same year. (Margaret
1847, George 1848, Mary 1850.)

John, born Feb. 19, 1823 Buckinghamshire Eng., married

Apr. 2, 1848 Mary Gunn, born Dec. 25, 1821 also in
Buckinghamshire, daughter of George Gunn in Sandwich.

Stephen Joseph, born 1825, died May 5, 1833 Eng.

. Henry, born 1826 Eng., married 1848 Elizabeth White,

born Eng. 1825. Henry died Mar. 8, 1900

. Emma, born Feb. 5, 1829, married William Johnson, farm
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Con. 7 Lot 25 Maidstone.

8. Sarah Ann, born 1831 in Eng., married Dec. 30, 1847
Thomas Johnson. Sarah died May 5, 1896.

9. Phyllis, born June 22, 1833, boat on Atlantic Ocean married
Nov. 4, 1861 John Moore, 1829 farmed Con. 2 Lot 54
Sand. W. Phyllis died June 4, 1913, they are buried at St.
Johns.

10. gaughter, born at Sandwich Oct. 11, 1838, died the same

ay.

11. Elizabeth Janet (Eliza) born, May 30, 1842 1ot 40
Sandwich, married Jan. 3, 1861 Edward D. Banwell son of
Henry Banwell. Eliza died Nov. 5, 1865.

Mary Ann, James, George, and John, confirmed Aug. 31, 1842
at St. John's. Henry, Emma, and Sarah Ann, confirmed Aug. 4,
1845 at St. John's.

James and Mary Jessop
1. William, born 1849
2. James, born 1851
3. Catherine, born 1853
4. Susanah, born 1855
5. Mary, born 1857
6. John, born 1859

George and Agnes Jessop

1. Margaret, born 1847
2. George, born 1848
3. Mary, born 1850

Henry and Elizabeth

1. George, born 1850
2. Henry, born 1853
3. James, born 1858

Eliza and Edward Banwell, married Jan. 3, 1861

1. Susanna Alice, born Mar. 9, 1862, married George Latcham

2. Sarah Felicia, born Jan. 5, 1865, married William
Cruickshank

Eliza died Nov 5, 1865, Sarah lived with George & Felicia
Little (Aunt)
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John and Mary Jessop

1.
2.

3.

John Franklin, bom Sept. 27, 1852, married Florence
Findley, born 1858

William M., born 1858, married Ann Lounsbrough, born
Mar. 6, 1860

Estella M., born 1866, married Matthew Collins son of
George Collins

J. Franklin and Florence Jessop

NN BA BN~

9.

Mary, born 1879

John, born 1880

Olive, born 1882

Charles, born 1884
Waltham (Walter), born 1885
Sarah, born 1888

Alice, born 1890

Garnet

Harry

10. Annie married Percy McKee

11.

Leslie

Estella and Matthew Collins

L.

2.

3.

George Edwin, born Woodstock Ont. Apr. 17, 1895,
married Catharine Hughes

John William, born Sand.S. Nov. 14, 1899, married Frieda
Halversen

Stephen Franklin, born Sand. S. July 1, 1908, married
Maud Emery

John died Apr. 18, 1897 while living with daughter Estella
William M. and Annie E. Lounsbrough, married Oct. 26, 1881

el e
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William, born 1882, died May 31, 1906
Edmund, born 1884

Ermest E,, born 1886

Lillie, born 1888

Henry, born 1891, married Lillie (Lily) Curtis, born Jan. 2,
1893

George, born 1895
Percy, born 1897, married Gertrude Herdman
Earl, born Aug. 24, 1904
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Vollans Family
Sons ---William and George Vollans -- Yorkshire, Englang

William was a soldier regular army, came to Canada \, .
troops, then to Bermuda, where he died. With

George, born 1804, married Mira Page, born 1806, daughte,
Edmund Page, of Yorkshire, they came to Canada 182g ©f
Sandwich Twp. 1838. > to

George died 1894 (1887) and Mira died 1890. Con. 5 Lot 5§

1. 'Ihomas, born Nov. 29, 1829, Prescott Ont., married J
Ratcliff, born 1837: Amelia 1862, Herbert 1864, coi

1868, Emest 1870, Frank. Ora

William, born 1831 Ont. farmed in Sand. Twp.

. Edward, bpm 1835 Sandusky Ohio, married Edielia; A
1864, Berti 1866, Frederick 1868, Eva 1870, da

4. Mary Ann, born Jan., 1838, married John Gunn, born ]
Con. 4 Lot 3 Sand. Charles 1863, Jessie 1865, Ida 1323
Annie 1870, Jasper, John, George, Mirian 1889. i

Hanna, born 1869, married George Gray
Isaac, born 1840, married Lisa, born 1844, farm Con. § Lo
1 Sand. W. Henry 1868, James 1870. ‘

7. Barbara, born 1845, married Alexander O'Neil: Geo
1869, Frank 1871, Harry 1873, Maggie 1875, Fred 18r§§

Lionel 1880, Millie 1881, Mami E )
Elmer 1886. amie 1883, Eugene 1884,

8. Jane, born 1847, married James Holden: Edward, C
Barbara, Oscar, Maud, Nettie. olden: Edw har

9. Robert, born 1849.
10. Elizabeth, born 1853, married John O'Neil.

11. Samuel, born July 26, 1846, married Mary A. Herdman

born Mar. 1849 daughter of Robert & Emma Herdman who
came from Scotland to Sand. W.

a. Elizabeth Bell, born Jan. 1, 1869, married William Shaw:
Hazel , Margerie. )

b. gtlxlarles, born July 25, 1871, married Maud Shuel: Harold,
en

Robert, born July 15, 1873
. Frank, born July 4, 1876

e. Rose, born July 29, 1879 (music teacher), married Ernest

W N
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les,

e o
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Holden 1883

f.

g.

o oo o

George, born Apr- 20, ; 8 Joseph
.. o 1886, married Oct. 14, 1908, ;

T
Rose. ' 1892, married Margaret E. Noakes

. Herbert, born Oct- 1%

(Nellie): Jack, Gary- ' .
1856 Thomas Vollans started a mill sawing logs being

in ared X .
1877 ﬁfzf:ﬂ;d the Champion Flour Mill
1891 started the Vollans Flouring Mill

1858 Thomas married Jane Ratcliff
Amelia. born 1862, mamied Alexander McDowell,

daughter Elsie

Herbert Page, born 1864‘
Cora, born 1868

Thomas Ernes, born 1870
Frank R.

Nicholson Family

John Nicholson's son '
Robert I, Nicholson, born South Cave Oct. 31, 1773, married
Rachel Smi:gl?l‘agy had 8 children in South Cave, York Eng.

Robert II, the oldest.

Robert II, born Apr. 12, 1798, married Feb. 9, 1823, died 1862.
Ann R Picken’nIgJ, born Mar. 17, 1803 South Cave, York.
Daughter of Matthew and Elizabeth (Robinson) Pickering.

Children,

N iAW

1. Pickering, born Nov. 16, 1823 S.Cave,
2.

Sarah, born Sept. 16, 1825 S.Cave, married Aug. 18, 1844

George Collins in Detroit Mich.
Elizabeth, born Sept. 9, 1827 Walkergate York Eng.

Mary Jane, born 1831 Mich. U.S.A.
Robert III Pickering, born 1836 Mich. U.S.A., married

Mary Ann
Matthew Robinson, born Mar. 29, 1842 Irish Settlement
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Essex Co.
7. Ann Rachel Abigal, born 1849 Irish Settlement Essex Co.

Matthew baptized in Irish Settlement Church with group as
stated in 100th anniversary booklet, July 17, 1842 he would be
under 4 months. Robert and Ann Nicholson got the crown deed
for 5.1/2 of N.1/2 Lot 303 on Aug. 12, 1846.

Robert and Ann Nicholson gave 1/2 ac. to Church Society of
Toronto in June 20, 1848.

Robert II and wife Ann both were born in the parish of South
Cave, York England as were their first three children. They
then moved to Michigan U.S., the parish records showed his
trade as carpenter. Here the births of Mary Jane in 1831 and
Robert III in 1836 took place.

Coming to Ontario near Maidstone C