The house that 'covered' the log cabin for decades.
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Jim Sykes removing the siding from the log cabin.
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A BRIEF HISTORY OF THE HOLDEN FAMILY

OF SANDWICH SOUTH, ESSEX COUNTY

‘The Holden family of Sandwich South Tewnship, Ilssex County
can trace its roots back to Laneashire County, England where
for cemturies these people were engaged in farming and the
cotlon textile indusiry.

The family of our ancestors which exsigrated from England
was that of Joseph and Mary Holden who deparied the fown of
Bolton, Lancashire in 1829, With their seven chiidren, they
veparied Liverpool for Philadelphia on board the sailing

vessel "Aun" arriving at the port of Philadelphia in October
of 1829, Sadly, Joseph died aboard ship and was buricd at
sea.

Several of the children settled in Philadelphia and
remained there for life, others such as Mary and Joseph Jr.,
John and James travelled westward to Kentucky. In 1834
Joseph Jr. and Mary his mother purcliased 50 acies of land in
Campbell County in northern Kentucky and built a log house,
James may have lived in Kentucky for s period of time but in
1837 he purchased and in south-cast Indinna and with his
wife Elizabeth proceeded to farm the innd and raise a large

. Tumily of ten children.

It was often recalled by older members of our family that
James did not remain in Kentfucky as it was concidered a
"slave" state while Indiana across the Ohio Kiver was
considered a "free" state. As James ¢id not belicve in
slavery he purchased a farm located near Richmond which is
the seat of Wayne County, Indiana lecated in the south-east
part of the state.

As the years passed and the family inereased in size a new
problem forced James to make another difficuli decision. The
slavery question with all of its atiending problems began to
break up the union of fhe U.S. and caused familics fo
disintegrate ay individuals took sides in the cause of
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slavery or freedom. The states of Kentucky, Tennessee and
Indiana among others in the mid-west were greatly afteeted in
the 1850z by the disruptive forces at work which were
determined to declare succession and war for their cause.

As James's older song were by 1860 of milifary age and
their sympathies were apparently divided between the Union
and Confederate causcs he was forced fo solve the problem by
moving his family from Indiana and the impending war -after
24 years in that state, It is a testimony to the strength of
James's character that all of his ten children accompanied
him {o Canada in 1860. James and Elizabeth and 7 of their
younger children settled in the town of Sandwich where James
operafed a general store at the corner of Sandwich and Mill
Streets for many years before he died in 1892, (Oniario
census record 1871). James and Elizabeth are buried with
several of their children in the old St John A ngiivan Chiurch
Cemetery in Sandwich Town.

‘The older sons: John, Thomas and Charles all sefiled on
farms in the township of Sandwich South as indicated by the
Ontario census of 1871, Jamcs Sr. purchased land on
Concession 6 in 1863 as indicated by the Deed Registry from
the Windsor Regisiry Office. James Jr.and Thomas seitled on

-darms on Lot 4, Concession 6 while John settled on Concession

5‘

It was often stated by older members of the family that a

log house was constructed near the road of Concession 6, lot

4. Joseph Sykes who purchased the log house and part of the
original homestead in 1958 from Newion Holden was told by
Newton that the house was construcied in 1865, That the
housc now on the Sykes property is the original 1865 heme is
difficull to prove buf its type of construction is of that

era according 1o experis and it matches the same style and

size of a Holden log house still standing in Alexandria,
Kentueky. 1t is similar in that the door and window
configuration, length and width, two-storey levels and
methads of construction would indicaie a passing of knowledge
or plans by family members. I is a fact that full fwo-
storey log houses were not common in Kentucky or Kssex County
according fo people whe sty such residences in hoth aress.
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or pluns by Tamily members, ¥ i a fact that full two-
. storey log houses were 1101 common in Kentueky or Essex County -
| =  according fo people who study such residences in both arcas.

It is probable that the log bouse was moved from ity

L ey ORGINN] site to its prescal location instead of being
N desiroyed or dismantled. Fhis is probably true when one
considers the difficulty of construsting suth a xtrociure of
oak logs with only hand tvols. When the house was moved, we
have o record bul the Iwo-storey brick bome standing on the
et ag QEgiunl property was built in 1885 by Willisrd Holden nnd
™ the log house was probably used up to about thut date, We do
know that Newtou, W illiard's cldest son was given the Jand
novith of the brick house in 1911 (v one. dofar) and that he
resided in the log house fur some 30 years.

As was the custoni in kentieky and Ontario, the loy,

. house's exterior was covered with siding and various
modifications were made 1o improve the appearance,

The Holdens who descended from the single family of James
and Elizabeth prospered und inercssed i number (6 such an
exicnl that the 6th Concession became known as the "H{olden
Road". Al were industrious farmers and law abiding citizens
and sonie took part in local gevernmient administrations.

Todny, (1994), the number of Holdens residing Mong the
road are few in number but the original properi(y is siil
.owned and occupied by Runald Holden- thus the tand hay heen
M possession by the Holden fraily for 132 years. 'Thai this
'llill‘lil_f Wik among the pioncer families Fasex County jy
indispuiable and the remaiiing famiy memhers

: have n strong
attuchment for unyg , destev bo preseive (e fog b

Qs

- Respectfully submitied by;
noag WL Lo Robert Holden
N~ S 1630 Elmawood Ave.,,

R.R.3, Belle River,
Ountaric NOR 140

727-6045
Nevember 2, 1994,



INTERESTING FACTS ABOUT THE RESTORATION COF THE LOG HOUSE
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- Jimmy Sykes spent many unrecorded hours removing numerous
layers of siding as well as add on porches, additions etc. to
get down to the original log house structure, This had to have
been an enormous undertaking.

— The deteriorated roof was removed by Heritage Village. menbers

and the log structure moved to Heritage Village in November,
1995,

«~ The house was mounted on a cement block foundation in order to
help preserve the structure for many years to come,

- House dimensions are 28 feet by 20 feet, and constructed as one
of the few true two storey log cabins in this area.

-~ The restoration required that the following be done:
a. New roof and rafters;
b. New windows and most frames;
¢. New floor, both up and down;
d. Complete rechinking of the logs, both inside and
outside;
e. Replacement of a number of the support beans;
f. Removal of the stairway to the upstairs; and
g. Building of replacement doors.

— Once teardown started, it was obvious that the stairway to the
upper level had been added after the house was built. In all
Probability, access to the second story was via a ladder type
stair when the house was constructed.

- The new windows were built locally by Jim Dufour, owner of
Replacement Windows Manufacturing in Windsor, and thought to be
as close as possible to the originals.

— Rechinking of the logs proved to be a major task and requirgd
63 bags of wmortar, which when mixed would total nearly 5000
lbs. Estimated manhours for the chinking was apProximately 200.

- Removal of the old interior started in early May 1997, and
work has continued fairly steadily right up to the day of the
reunion. Most of the work was done by family and Village
volunteers,although it was necessary to hire one student for
two weeks in order to complete the project omn time.



- The restoration to date, not counting Jim Sykes work or the
move of the house and the construction and mounting of the new
roof has taken 580 recorded manhours, with no doubt wmany
unrecorded.

- While the major work involved with the restoration is virtually
coupleted, much remains to be done in the way of landscaping,
floor and wall finishing, furnishing, and mounting appropriate
signage to show the v1sitins public where the house is from,
and to give a bit of it's history.

A special thanks is due to the Sykes family for donating the home
to the Village and allowing the Holden family the opportunity to
help restore it, thereby leaving a bit of history fFor their
descendents.

This fact sheet has been prepared by the Committee for the
Holden reunion/picnic and it is hoped that it is of interest to
all the attendees.
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HERITAGE VILLAGE

This old
house has

a new home |

Story and photo by Patti Lauzon
Special to The Star
SANDWICH SOUTH TOWNSHIP

or most people, watching your fam-
ily's home put on blocks and
moved away would be devastating.

For Robert Holden, it was a joyous
event, -

Last week, Holden watched as his
family’s 19th-century log house was
moved from its original site on Con. 6
in Sandwich South to its new honie at
the Southwestern Ontario Heritage
Village, located on Arner Townline
near Essex.

“We know that my -great, great
grandfather, James Holden, bought
the land in 1863,"” he said. “We believe
the house was built in 1865.”

The two-storey building still has the
original log siding. It was owned by the
Sykes family. Dorothy Sykes recently
donated the house to the village.

“She could have sold it and got some
money for it,” Holden said. “But it
was really something for her to do-
nate it to the village.”

i

ey
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A log house built in the 1800s in Sandwich South Township was mov
ly to Heritage Village to be renovated and kept as an historical attraction

Sykes and her husband actually
lived in the log house and raised their
four children there. The house hasn't
been lived in for more than 10 years.

Year-long project

Holden and his family have been
working at getting the house moved to
Heritage Village for more than a year.
Prior to the home heing moved, the
roof was removed.

The work was completed by volun-
teers from the viilage.

The move itself, which included hir-
ing a house-moving company from
Blenheim, cost approximately
$10,000. Holden and his family have
raised $11,500 for the project.

“The money has come mainly from
family and friends.”

Although the village applied for

ed recent-

funding to renovate the log house, it
was denied. Holden said more
fundraising is still necessary in order
to have the house renovated.

“We're requesting more donations
because there’s still quite a bit that
will need to be done inside the house.”

For Holden, the restoration of his
family’s 19th-century home is one
way for him to keep his family’s name
and history alive,

“It really means a lot to me. When
my family moved there, it was noth-
ing but bush. But they built up the
land and prospered there,”

Holden is still researching his fami-
ly’s history and plans on compiling
the information into a book one day.

For more information about the Hold-
en log house, phone 727-6045,
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