RATIROADS - STRAM, ELECTRIC,

ETC, WENDING THEIR WAY ACROSS OUR TOWNSHIP OF SANDWICH SOUTH

THE GREAT WESTERN first came into Windsor January 17th, 1954 — Now THE CANADIAN NATIONAL.

THE CANADA SOUTHERN — 1873 - Later MICHIGAN CENTRAL, now PENN CENTRAL,.

67

HIRAM WALKER'S RATTROAD - named LAKE FRIE, ESSEX AND DETROIT RIVER RATIROAD — 1888 — now CHESAPEAKE

CANADIAN PACIFIC RATTROAD - 1890

AND OHIO

ELECTRIC RATLWAY - WINDSOR, ESSEX & LAKE SHORE RAPID RAILWAY - Tncorporated im 1879 by Municipalities.

THE GREAT WESTERN

THAT WAS A DAY T REMEMBER - January 17, 1854 when the first passenger train came into Windsor

from Niagara Falls.
days from Buffalo with a fare of 14.00,

Prior to this travel to Windsor was by Stage Coach which took two and one half
Passenger trains at the time carried as many as 750;

freight traffic also was heavy. On that day in January, 1854 the first train carried 1200 passengers

and was about three hours late arriving about 5 p.m,

Guns of Detroit greeted its arrival and many

citizens came over to Windsor to be on hand for the exciting event, Officers of the rai lway company

went to Detroit where the city officials along with the military, organized a procession and a

banquet in celebration, This first arrival actually consisted of two trains of six cars each,

JUNE 1, 1967 ~ BEEPS SIGNAL RAIL LINK ANNIVERSARY ~ The beeps of three modern deisel Jocomotives
instead of the shrill whistle of a steam locomotive marked the 113th anniversary of Windsor's
railway link with the rest of Canada, Wednesday.

The unveiling of a plague, just behind the silent steam locomotive, SPIRIT OF WINDSOR, on the
riverfront, at the foot of Goyeau Street was attended by 100 people.

YT oy s b r—  ——

Angus Munro

That was

i

to. remember

\s’nh the 'Chlef focus of auenlmn on“the *

!mmp]ellon of Canada’s first transcontinental

irailway, it is easy to lose sight of Windsor's" .

;!u-sl railway, the Great Western early in 1854,

An account of the first train's arrival is given
| graphically in Garden Gateway to ‘Canada,

uhe work of the late Neil F. Morrisan,
. As the great day, January 17,
:approached for: the arrival of the flrst
tpassenger train in Windsor ‘from Niagara
i Falls. newspaper comment became more
pomted They were printed widely m local
| papers."

One Detroit paper, in the melodramati_c
Istyle of-the-time, reported: ‘‘Today the icy
“fetters will be broken for the last link...never

more will our city.-be icebound during four or ;

*five months of the year."

Priof to the coming of. the rallway. travel ¢

(to Windsor from the east was by stage coach,
+¥From Buffalg, for examp!e, the trip required
ftwo and one half days for a fare of §l4, a vast
[improvement over earlier times, In 1850, one
{Detroit ‘newspaper,

‘the mode of travel 'in these words;

| “‘Winter’s approach places Detroit back-'-
Winter- shuts us up to all .-

ltwemy years.
g:ractmai interests as thoroughly and fues his

A “Glance Back
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‘1854,

-the Daily" Advertiser,
}expré_ss'ed the general dissatisfaction with -

..a-.._.l.
—‘—--—-r ._...__.___._.,.__.. s aa —

THE ESSEX JAN. 12, 1972,
'Flrst train to Wmdsor brought rejoicing

a day

lexpects hike: 'Beebé"gléﬁﬁl
DEC. gog?éf;gm

rail link
MONTREAL (CP) VIA ' ‘

.'_' 1 3 % "E":
Rail Canada expects substan- |

tial, increases in passenger annlvel'SaI'Y r

emhargo as mvmlably as he dld twenty years
since; The telegraph alone remalps,to us-asa.
Lonnectmg link with the'rest of mankind and

“that. link so frail and uncertain and'so} federal

unsansfactpry as to be little better than, no
* link at-all.”
. All'that changed With the advent of, the ne'w
 railway line. The arrival of the first train-was|
‘due at 2:p. m. { but it was. three ‘hours late'
' When the locomotive' was seen a salute of|i

traffic in 1979, J, Ffﬂﬂl& ‘The beeps ,of three modern

Roberts, chairman and presi-| diesel locomotives, instead o

dent, sald Thursday. the shrill whistle of a stea
In a year-end report on the locomotive, marked the 118t

crown corporation, -anniversapy of Windsor's rail|

that took over passenger &Y ‘I,:,“‘é “’“[]1‘ the rest of Can’
. Wy,

-I,lranlsport from _Canadian l:F‘Ian 18e54ﬂetshc yGreat Western,
i National and CP Rail earlier later the Grand Trunk and

! this year, Roberts noted that fstill “later the Canadia

- VIA Rail travel increased 12/[National, camé to a bustling

cdanon froim, D;!rmt was fired. Windsor:and!:
‘Detroit " business . places'closed for severall,
hours tohail lhe arrival. After being ferried!
across the mver. a procession was organized
with mllltary,,govemment and local officials'
. participating, One of those from Windsor who'
,was. preserif was' Colonél John Prmce of|:
' Sandwich: At a banquet: he proposed a toast:

- «“To, the ladies. of Mlchlgan God bless thelr
s httle..hearts i )

Some Idea of the traffic in those ciavs 15"

r'percentin 1978, {town of 4,500 persons, bring
Some routes experienced: ing  the railway for the first;
growth rates as hlghﬁBDper'tlme to a. ‘community fhen}
cent, he said, and tour and; tonly , linked by stage-caacl;I
trayel packages grew by 50! ef!ghb‘:?:er Wiy g ’tl
perce,n{ i The unveiling of a 1:|lar.1uc.i
n 1979, Roberts predicled just behind the: silent steamj
“lralns will find their rightful! lacomotive, Spirit of Windsor,!
place in an integrated Cana- an the riverfront at tha~f

~given .in ‘later accounts’ in ‘the newsl_

" September 20,"1854: ‘‘The .passenger, u“aunsr

reaching ” Wmdsor .from Nsagara Falls carry :
és many as'750.” » i

Freight* tramc also, . was "heavy. "One
account'df ‘}i'smpment between Windsoriand |
,Detroit lists such items as: 5\[44 barrels

} “fiour; 1,994 barrels ].nmk 2,648 bags wheat .
MW

Ly g

T s e me——— |

on that day in January 118

daantransponatlon system.” 'fggeau St., was attended
YJ* y- N !

iH tstorw ‘tmm-,.

Historlc Fort Steele, near
| Cranbrook, British Golumm'h
’bia, boats the only locomo=

| tive and train in Canada that |
was  bullt for a duke and
d:lven hy. ﬂour European mo--
narchs. Pyl ’ ;

. The, englne was bought by'-

'thq British Cqumbfa;.go-'

> 'vernment for$15,000 to rérrrq '
' part of the $100,000 museum:|

erected on the site' of. tha‘g
first: North. West Mounted
Police base west of the. chky
Mountains, The loco<iis
‘named Dunrobin, after. Dun-
robin Castle "In Sl.:otland
Privately built in 1894 fqr

the exclusive use of theDuke
7and’ his guests, 1t operated
"as a shuttle service between

the castle and adjac.énthunt-
ing Preserves, .. J

}" On January 17th, 1354, the ferred to the connection be-
‘first passenger train from tWeen Nlagara and Windsor,

'Niagara Fallf a.rrived in
MVindsor. This was a great

[event for the residents of . j :
ithe areg, including Detroit, = twenty years, The telegraph
was the only link and it was

The Detroit newspapers co=
‘mmented, ‘“To-~day the icy
fetters will be broken for
/the last link in the great
chain of communication be-
tween the east and the west

Earlier, in 1850, the Detroit
Daily Advertiser commented :

that winter set Detroit back

not “a reliable one.. Even
then Detroit recognized the
advantage of being able to
travel to Buffalo via Windsor
and south western Ontario,

is finished, Never more will To make that trip required
our city be icebound during two and a half days by stage
!our or five months of the coach,

}'ear The ‘last link’ re~.

The ﬂrst train dae to arrive :Lration

years agoactually consisted
“of two tralns of six cars
“each, It carriediabout 1200
passengers and was about
‘three hours late; ‘arriving

.'about 5 p.m.. Guns of Det-J;
“Toit greeted its arrival andy,

many citizens came over to
Windsor to be on hand for

the exciting event.
of the railway company went,
to Detroit where the clt}rr
officials along with the mil i
itary, organized a process-,
ion and a banquet in celeb~

i i i — e . S

Ofﬂcers :

L PLAQUE UNVEILED-—C T, Armstrong. Southwestern Ontarlo Area Manager of the
b Canadmn National Rallways ‘iseshown as he unveiled the plaque marking the coming of

‘. the aléam;xmlway to Windsor in 1854, The event was held Wednesday on the site of the
L CNR P1rk at_the fool of Goyeau St. . L
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»* Railway passenger service in Canada. will be pperating

| under a sysiem similar to Amtrak in the United States, a

senior official of CN Rail said in a recent interview, i

. A, Raymond Williams, vice-president, Great Lakes

* Region for CN was in Windsor on his first official visit as

. vice-president of this region. The occasion, gave him an op-

* portunity to meet civic teaders and senior railway siaff,

« _ Mr. Williams took aver teadership of the Great Lakes

¢ Region last May, but has only now physically moved into

* the job. All of last year he was a member of lgc Hall Com-

. mission on railway branch lihe operations. . , )
A native of Winnileg, he holds a Yaw degree and was a

s, deds ' by

take cue fron

AL

v, - THE vimneson stmg
Mr, Williams said CN lost between $75 and $80 million in -
1976 on expart grain shipments. This loss is over the basic
 cost of shipment of the grain, he explained, -- . o
The railways feel they should get the commercial-freight .
rates for movement of this grain. Mr, Williams said when

" domestic grain is-moved by rail the full commercial rate is
charged, whichincludes a profit.. _ -
Last year was the-best year CN has had in the Jast 20 ,

» years, he said, and the railway expects to make a small |
[szroﬁl on its over-all operations this year, even alter paying - -’
100 million in carrying charges, on old and new debt. '
Mr. Williams sdid the Canadian Government'is creating: .
YIA Cunada, which will function much like Amtrak in the' .

Toe-

+ Hieutenant commander 1n the Royal Canadian Navy .
. throughout the Second World War. He joined CN 26 years
ago and has served in a variety of Mmanagement posts in
* Vancouver, Montreal, Moncton and Toronto, Far the past
four years he has been vice-president of the Prairie Region.
Regarded as an expert on railway grain rates and traffic,

wudy - . . 4'; '
The railways will provide the equipment and facilities for e
movement of passenger traffic on a service lease basis, VIA .
will set rates and route and this will relieve railways of the '
burden of pperating non-paying passenger services, which i
are money losers. o ‘ IR
In effect, Mr. Williams said VIA® wil) contract with CN, !
and CP for the passenger services they wish to operate., .. -
The Windsor-Quebec “corridor is the biggest area of I
growlh for passenger traffic — about five per cent a year, .’
" not counting GO train traffic. R
Railways, Mr. Williams said, provide the most;
economical method-of movement of people and. goods,
when compared with road or air traffic. ' A
Commenting on the CN tracks along Windsor's:.
waterfront and the level crossing situation.in the area, Mr. ;
Williams said he has not seen nor had-any report on the , |
study of Windsor's walerfront and track relocation, St
He explained that CN now uses the railway tunnel tg .-
move its freight cars across the border with the exception - 43
of high-rise freight cdrs which must be barged across the:
river because they won't fit in the tunnel. : oo
N?rfolk and Western Railway the algo face - SCT !
I'Ob em. . . ) ) ‘,_ - . . . r .., . . . R v .’? u
, P Mr. Williams said no studies have been made to deter-” - ‘Raymond Williams...ng changes for Windsor, ¥
" mine any alternatives to present arrangements and' no cost}

. , i . R
: .. To have really high:spegd passenger triins, curves must

estimates have been made. , o { o/BeSPeqs passeng 5, Curves muskd
As far as level crossings are concerned, he said'lt is upto.+

be banked, but a heavy freight running over the:same
BS kv . , 0 1 tracks would spread the rails
the municipality to apply for a grade separation and'a’;

ruining the lide, 53 %, 15

, oa ¢ <, Also, the timing of signals it erossings credtes,a probleni’
financial formula is laid down for such work.. o o oo with high - speed passenger and freight trains. Signals are
~ He was referring !gpmﬁcally to the CN level ciossing at - set for.the fast tram, but a slower[reight takes so tong toy
- Tecumseh, 4 scene of several train-auto accidents. . " redelra crassing after the signals. have started that it fosters s
"Mr, Williams, said he can see some electrification of... :an accideril situation for impatient motorists, . 8oy §e0
trains in- heavily populated areas of Canada in. the future . ;; . Cold weather, he ‘said, has created 2 lot' of: switch,]
and with the energy shortages he can foresee greater use of ~ ! problems but generally' the-trains have have been ;able 10

o

‘same

N

- R

trains for movement of goods and people. mcooperale,”. ot
‘Questioned - about  'railway property “holdings,. Mrii.

© Williams said it is policy to hold any property which might*” _
. .be needed for-quansion of which would provide for new.xs;" Mr.. Williams agreed the: Windsor- station could stand]
« development o © oy SOME cosmetic treafment but he. made no promiseg:. The
Mich of this property, he said, was acquired at very low - *: ;location, he said, is rather on'g Ybackalley”,, < .7 R
cost and the railway only has to-pay taxes on it: 7 % M, Williams said it requires.up to 1w years 1o get
~ Most of the problem with grade separations, he said, has' *.73 new- équipment alter it is.ordered.: _Considcrationf"i’jrbeinn:
resulted from lack of ‘planning by municipalities which' _, - given to putting new equipment onto the Quebec- indsor
have jrown to an exient where they have allowed & Lmrun, bup whether it will-serve, Windsor has not been
.problem’to develop at railway crossings.. v oo Cdeeided, ot RS T G ANCITRLIRY U LG+
The public, in- general, seems to be very happy.with the®¥.. 'An exhibit - of -refurbished: and..redesigned 4-p_asscngen *
passenger seryice provided by the railway, he added. * ... - equipment will be on-display hére March 6 and 7, l‘ollomng‘_
He forecasts an increase in rail passenger service across -, . visits to Kingston, Belleviile, Taronto and London.; . - v
Canada but, cautioned that there are problems in introduc- S0 It will consist of & baggage car, coach, sleeping car.’._cqu\

ing high-speed trains, especially whea both passenger and 5 .and galleycar.§dining car, ¢lub lopnge car.and 4 -sel
'_}'."__contamcd sleeper.. DLy T e,

TSR i
dmoma—ade .

- Windsee train gorvice, Mr William said wil likelyerges

-main the sume and the station.will not 'b’e'enlarged".n RETAEY

=

o S . -_ . 5 l o A s iy _.. N .
" WE“de'QU‘é%kc corridor area of biggest growl‘n - [resght trains are using the same tracks. | .
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WEJDSOR STAR - MARCH 11, 1977

CN hosts travel agents

CN Rail passenger marketing representatives here

o — - o - T — e

m

R e (el 7 g v e Wait‘v
fVla Rail integrates St?#v?n%s%? gg;gga%r;_ 19, 1978)
 THE WINDSOR STAR, OCT, 27, 978 y No major improvements are expected in the over-

IWO amous tra Zns . " crowded Windsor CN railway station in the near fu-.!

' i [ ture. : :
.with the CN VIA passenger train which was on dis- Co . entually be upgraded 1o handle
;':lay here last Sunlziay agd Monday, were hosts to MONTREAL (CP)— The Super Continental und the Cand-} heze;\it:;igﬁdn:gfg:. yE | PE o .
Windsor and Detroit travel agents. . dian, Canada's most famous long-distance trains, will be inte- "A VIA Rail spokesman, in a letierto Herb Gray, MP

i The aim of the exercise was to show the travel
‘agents what kind of rail travel packages and accom-
modation are available.-

During the train’s two-day stay here, nearly 4,000
people stopped by to look at the. rm:-dtzrnized‘1
passenger equipment. The rail cars on display were
reworked in the CN shops to give them a bright, fresh .
look, with greater attention to passenger comfort and .
-convenience,

Apart from,the revamped coaches which are more
comforiable and better equipped than in the past, ral
. travellers in and out of Windsor probably won’t see
Lany of the equipment, unless they take long trips.

——— —, Lk

for Windsor-West, said VJA doesn’t anticipate signifi-
canl improvements untilcontrol of (he station passcsr1
“from CNto VIA sometimenext year. . o

V1A intends to obtain control of the Windsor station |
‘, by either-buying or leasing1t.

.grated starting Sunday as part of Via Rail Canada’s takeover.
~of Canadiun National and CP Rail passenger service. d
. ‘The Super Continental will travel between Mantreal, O™
"wa, Capreol. Sioux Lookout, Winni eg, Saskatoon, Edmon-
ton, Jasper and Yuncouver along CN lines,; but will no langer-
'serve Toronto, Via announced Thursday, The Canadiun will
‘connect Toronlo, Sudbury, Thender Bay, Winnipeg, Regma.
Calgary, Banff and Vancouver atong CP Rail lines, but will no; ‘ '
longer serve Montreal or Ottawa. ; ' - to develop a program to improve stations where neces- i
The two trains will meet at Winnipeg both eastbound a_ndlf sgry. P e T SO
westbound to allow passengers to make connections. Steeping’ The Windsor station is “inadequate™ to hundle the,
" cars will be exchanged between the two trains, whilecoachandi o0 passenget volumes on Friday and Sunday'!
“dayniter” pussengers will have 10 swilch trains in some cases. t

. . |

The VIA spokesman said the company is surveying
all railway passenger stationsin Soythweslern Ontario
1o determine their condition, VIA's future needs, und

evenings, the spokesman said, “and thisis being taken i

" into consideration in the formulation of our plans fori

_improvedstation facilities.” _ o
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SEPT, 6, 19?8 £
Star Essex Bureau !
ESSEX — Progress on the|
 town’s first industrial park
has been sidetracked shghtl;{
‘| because a railroad hasn't
. answered its mail, - i
' Council was told Monday
' night.that ConRail, the cor-
\porate offspring of the U. S,
' federal government, has not|
' yet indicated whether | it,
wants to purchase part of a;
' road allowance the town*
| plans to close and sell to lhe‘

: owners of the proposed park.
!} Provincidl regulations re-J
'quire that the property ‘bg
first offered for saleto aqum
ing land owners, -

' ConRail ‘absorbed Penn‘
E_ Central Railway when that}
linewent bankrupt, '

The propérty, an unopened,
lstretch of Forest: Avenug
running parallel to the tracks,
is adjacent to the’ old Penn
Central right-of-way, ° ;

The town senta letter tu ihe’
rallway early in August ask-
{ ing if the company wanted to
“buy half the property, which'
. isabout 60 by 500 fect. , -

f Clerk-Administrator R; B.
i Campbell said there has been!r
| Noreply.

The industrial park, ]ointly
‘planned by Essex Deputy-
Reeve Ed Allen, Belle River
! Reeve Marcel St, Pierre and !

“Belle, River businessman

_.a.l.-..'.‘:j

e

-' ' : ' arle 3 Photo hy.IACK DALGLF[QH
: A sweeper does his chores in the empty confmes of Wmdsor Alrport et ENortert . Trepanier: iwouldl

|
I
“THE WINDSOR ST/R, JUNE 25, 1976 . 9 | | takeupall theland, if the raily
2 ' ¢ ! “waydoesn't wantits half, .
‘.
I

of interest, and has taken nol
" part in any discussions of‘the'

CN adds coaches to meet demand

; - .1 proposal. ; ‘
With commercial air travel at a standstill, mainly from people wanting to know if reser- " Travelling tlme by tram to Toronto is, A registered letter will now
. Canadian National Railway (CN) has added vations are necessary to travel, 4 - ubout four hours while flying time to. ; besent to ConRail réneratmg
~ two' coaches to some trains on the Toronto - + He added that they are not, unlessitisfor ' " Toronto International Azrport is about 40, thetown’soffer, .
*‘run to cope with passenger overflow. y - 4 compartment or sleeper. ( -7t = minutes. : (. Council was also told tlral.;
,: o HET isne o the-Wiridsor Cargo that normally would have been . . - . "While the large* cgmmgrcld[ airplanes are. | no objections were filed fol-;
} Ray etg dne: SLpet 'm,r-. i L€ Waschs LT moved by-air is now being rerouted to any -grounded, they are still being maintained. ! lowing advertising of its in-
j passenger service centre, said there a; '"'e“r available trunsport. Trucks, rail cars and - . . ' At Windsor -Airport, a mechanic examines’ | tent to close the road allows |
a considerable mcltedse in the number of . - L e filling the vacuum’ lcfl by the air the single DC-9 daily, charging up the! |ance. ! !
} beopleusingithe raihsystem,, iy : -+ strike, engines and making regular checks, (3 o The development has bcen
i Air Canada pilots have refused 1o ﬂy unul . The: average daily cargo moved out of * Steve Crouse, an air traffic controller and;  increased tp 19 from 17 lots, !
! a dispute.between the government and air. . Windsor ' by air ‘' is dpproxlmately 7,000 head of the local -Air Traffic cummuers- __'uccorgilng to a revised plan
i traffic controllers is setiled. " - pounds, ranging from mail to small Association (ATCA), said use of the airport! | submitted by the .owners
i+ In the meantime, the airline has iazd off 407 .. - packages. Air Canada revenue’ from this is about normal, “except for  regularily’ "through the ministry of hous-
t Windsor employees. Three supervisors . re- source is about $1,400 per day., . scheduled commercial flights. o ; + ="} 'ing, the agency charged with
 main omihe job on a rotating basis. : + Other modes of transport have - ‘reported ' Small, privately-owned aircraft, conlmue{ overseeing such projects.
Mr. Leblanc said CN has experienced an y nominal increuses in gargo loads, increases ‘lo use the alrport for Iocal and regmna]z Without the additional
_increase in the number of telephone calls, which could be credited:to the air strike. oo Mights. iy - : 1 I'agng the project will cover
I SRR EE LS oS e A L LS TR T IR B Dl G A DSTE - NP T s }

Maidstone  Avenue, ' the

1858 — The Grand Trunk Railway was- ConRail right of way,: the

completed from London, Ont. to Strat-  Forest Avenue tract and Bell

ford, Ont.,do form the Frst link in the vast  Avenue in the town's west
rail communicatiops system that later was* centralarea.

{0 become Canadian National Railways. ~ Construction of mdmduali
Canadian National maintains routes that, | ll'.lduslrmlsncs could begin byi
if laid end to end, would exlend cle.trfq nextspring.

1 St. Pierre, in an interyiew i m=
June, said his group was go-«
ing after small feeder and.

. secondary industries for the

.1round the world,

L
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3 derailment.injuries

{See also Page 5)
By JAMESELLIOTT

Police are searching for 4 car they
behieve maty huve been involved in the
psabotape of o railway switch that re
paitied 1 the derailment of a 9-car

YO situdwn  Netignal
b Sunday Hlerpoc. .
Three ll the 3140 passengers suff ered
S injuries in Lhe deradment, which

1

pisenger  train

. SABOTAGE SUSPECTED
:Windsor Police Detective Mal Hodg-
‘es, (left) and Constable Donald Sam-
pson inspect a CN rail switch at the

scene of the derailment Sunday, The

f- ™ (Continued frem Page One)

Green Giant plant nearby earlier the

same day, had lefi a switch open,

¢ In the Sunday crash two passenger
kearsended up on Little River Bridge.

I . Sections of the spurline, which leads
‘into the General Motors. Trim plant,
were bent double or broken, and
‘wooden ties were flyng about like
toothpicks. -

; The second! locomotive left the
-the club car and the bar car along with
iL" .

: Joseph Letwin, general yard master
‘for CN in Windsor, said the incident is
‘believed 10 have been caused by an ille-
gally opened switch. .,

wise,” he said, pointing to two pluces
‘on the switch that are normally se-
cured by padiocks.

. Boih padiocks were missing from

the switch and one of the latches ap-
-peured (0 have beerrguwed throwgh,

. Mr. Letwin said the enginescSaw at
PhE last moment that the switch was

. Leruiledthree carsand an engine. .. . .
open and put the braies on, which

tracks and ended up on its side, pulling .

gccurred just after the train crossed the
Listle River bridge.about 4 p.m., caus-
ingan estimated $70,000 damage.

The cause of the derailment was a
partially-opened $witch which police
sdy was tampered with by someone
who cut through two locks, dpparently
with a hacksaw. A lock on_y timing
device for the signal lights at Lauzon
Road had also been cut off,

The car police are looking for is a

switch is believed to have been tam-
pered with, causing the accident. Two
padlocks, which normally, secure the
switch, were missing, The accident

slowed the train's momentum., -
Both CN and Windsor police con-

ducted 4 preliminaty search for the -

padlocks in the. heavy brush around
theswitch but turned up nothing.

A CN police investigation team
‘began looking into the cause of the
derailment Sunday evening. Inspector
Robert Juck, of CN Police in London,
is heading the’ investigation in con-
junction with Windsor police. Locul
CN superintendent, James Munroe, is
also laking part in the probe,

The train’s engineer refused to

comment or identify himself except to
say,"I'm ali shook up."”

" 'gan, were taken to Windsor's Metro-

|

o CONTINUED on page 4

- 9 p.m. wlong with two large railroad

“The biggest problem wasthe gawk-

"o ers,” said Sgt. Alan Probert, officer in

™ “There's no reason to believeother. .~  charge of the Windsor second precinct

team that combed the site and directed
passengerstosafety, - .
y “All the passengers seemed unusu-

20

. mileseast of the Sunday derailment. |

0
!

silver, 1972.74 Camaro seen parked by ] MONTREAEO%C;S:)TAE’
the tracks by the traip’s’ ﬁremun.} Passengers are making tracks.
gz?jzgcflhplely, of London, just beforei back 16 the trains and that
ratiment. ' ; H i
Police said the swiches wer¢ only] ;:oulglfgea;:a\:ﬁ(l;’all C;:aa& '
partially open and if they. had beey; Garth Campbell is gworrit:d
fully opened, the train “could have b st won't have enough
flipped right off the tracks, as it "“?] eq?;;i'mem when the negxl
onto the spur h.ne.‘ n ¥ " | energycrunch hits. '
The lead unit of the two diesellotos . “Every time there's a
* motives stayed on the main track$ but snowstorm and the highways
the second unit and the next thiréecars g airports are closed, peo-
fumped lhe.ralls. IR ple suddenly show up at the
CN officials are attributing the'relaél station and expect a scat on
tively minor damage 1o the fact that {he train,” Campbell saidina-
the train was only travelling 30 m.p.h. recent inlerview. oo
because of an earlier wreck near th A i',-‘-‘Usually we get them a seat,

samepoint. . . """ 1 pnthe train, but not always,.

Rail traffic was expected to be nor? And then they ask, ‘Why isn't
mal today, with-trains using a parallef there a seat waiting for me

track. I © 7 i whenTwantlo use it”™ Wecall

Three passengers, all from Michi: them sfoul-weather friends.

And when they're not using
politan Hospital and treated for minag the train, we run hall-empty
injuries, R w4 oand they say we're: ineffi-

Injured were; Margaret Hussey, 66, sient.” S :
of Grosse Isle, with leg injuries; Loujse' ! Campbell said the number
Carter, 61, of Carelton, Mich., with. of riders is up about 10 per
minor back injuries; and Vivian' cent over last year, continu-_
Rayman, 27, of Southgate, Mich., ; ing a trend which began when
with leg injuries. - ... .. '.Vmstarted taking over Cana-

All three were treated and released. | dian National and Canadian

The derailment Sunday was - the | ‘Pacific intercity pasSenger,
second  involving _sabotage -
Windsor area this year. jt \yas-thethird"-f- Gasoline prices are going

_involving a switch in just overa year. = | higher and cars are getling,

Last May an_gight-boxcar freigh'tl smaller and more crampcd.}
train slammed into'a wall of Great! That could mean more peo-;
Lakes Forgings Ltd. on_ Matthew! ple travelling by train, but;
Brady Boulevard and caused about $2| will Via be able 1o handle
million damage. -+ . - them?

CN officials discovered that 'aj T-ourbusiness has leapt 200
switch leading to the siding where the; P cent, and “we're only
train was diverted had been tampered: Scratching the surface be-
with. o - . jeause of problems with train.

No arrests havebeen made in con.}S2pacity,” Campbell | said. !
nection with thatincident. _ . "We could handle twice as

On Sept. 11, 1976, a derailment, MY people if we had the:
attributed to a switch inadvertently SPace.” : .

- left open by a railway, crew,; sent 25 Cars account for the lion's:

"persons to hospital with’ minor ir'sjs.i-'-is}m.":ortm""'I in Canada, but!
ries. N ¢+, .jholidayers are starting to-
That incident took piaes about two.(Sitch, he said. ' )
Automobiles are becom-:

An investigation by the Canadian’ing Jess commodious, and,

Transport - Commission _determined. TU¢! will be running short. 1{

that a CN work crew, which had been : :2;2?1 .:-';_‘EJ:I l:ge a L‘;Laﬂg;‘;:
shunting cars along a siding near the Jinstead ofs topping 100 plnce;i;
“along the highway, - i
" “You look at something|
like Minaki Lodge (in north-
western Qntario). I's on the,
CN main line but jt*s hard to,
jreach by car. It fell into disuse
not because it's unattractive
ibut because the patierh of.
travel changed. People are,

St

Access from Penang Lane and vig a
_footpath from a nearby shopping pla-
.za was blocked by police while the;

business of directing passengers away!
from the scene .was carried out.!

While waiting for the charted buses’

to pick them up, the passengers flled
into the ncarby Fireside Inn when [oine 1o start. returrin Lo*
owner Gerald Galt handed out free, ‘glacfs like Minaki-andg St
colfee. : =~ .-, Andrews,NB." :
s from London and Windsor were The baom Campbeil pre-

called in last night beginning at about; giets hasn't -yet hit and'al- !

———r n

cranestosiartthecleanup process.
Letwin estimated that tracks would be
cleared by midnight Monday. o

35 mph speed limit on the track section
from Penang Lane 1o Jefferson Blvd,

. was imposed late last spring’ he said,:

dlly calm. They probably weren't rea)- .

ly aware how lucky they alt were.

- e said the‘incident attracted o ot
* of interest- fram passers-by. Many of

the anlookers sleo seemed to- be relu-

lives of persons on.the traify, E

foltowing an accident at Great Lakes
Forging Ltd. when an. engine. ran.
througlr ¢ switch and crashed into o'

building. :

"normal speed-lim’it__a‘lbhﬁ that stretch js!

80 mph, he:said;"adding that much]
more serious dunvage and injury would;
probably have resulteS had the. train
beeh Lravelinf 4t hat spoed v s, f

kil LI Y 2

may be too much

‘in.’ the_;’ trains 2% yearsago. T"ﬂmmjﬂ:’-“w

Via Rail’s success

R
i
-l
NOV, 27, 1979 - |
ready, passcngers are being’
turned away from some;
trains at holiday time, And;
Via has only 50 new passen-
_ger coaches on order because
of federally-imposed limits
on capital spending, y

& ‘The new coaches are of the,

‘advanced LRC (light, rapid.
and com{ortable) design, arid
,should be tntering strvice in.
. 1t takes three years beflore
‘the new equipment is ready,,
What do"we'do in the hean-'
ume? Capada could soon bé:
running out of gasoline, and
the transport crisis will come
‘before we can get new equip-'
ment.” 1 ‘:
. Thefederal government has’
lo do more than subsidize the,
losses on passenger trains,.
Campbell said., .
“If the railway businessisto.
survive, the federal govern-)
ment will have 1o invest;
We're essentially living on,
the - past, But people . stillf
haven’t fasiened 1o the need_j
for more trains. All we've
looked. 8t is airports and
-highways, without looking- Y
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Via Rail files new train fares -
toreplace CN-CP Railsystem .

THE WINDSOR STAR, MAY 20,

MONTREAL (CP) — -
. Train fares will rise for many
: passengers on June 15 but
~drop for others, Via  Rail

. Canada announced Friday.. ~ -
V14 Rail, which is gradually
Laking over responsibility For
nter-city.. passenger trains,
- said it has filed 2 new set of
, fares  with the Canadian
i (ransport  commission  to
 replace Canadian National's
- red-white-and-blue  svstem
"on June 15 and CP Rail's
; single-tier system when nego-
i liations with that company

" drecompleted. .

¢ The new system, which Via
- calls the “fare-for-all™ plan,
: will be higher than most CN |

' fares bui lower than CP fares. |

For insiance, the new single °
Jare on CN-pperated trains .
. between Montreal and To-
ronto will be $23, valid on all”
- trains throughout the year,
This compares to the red .
barguin fare of $18.50 valid
on most trains outside the.
summer and holiday periods,
. $22.25 for the white interme-
- giate fare and $26 for the blue
_premium fare for trains leav-
-ing at peak hours during®
. heavy travel periods.
But the fare between Calga- .
; ty and Vancouver on CP-
- operated trains will drop to
+ §32 from $43,

CN and CP will continue to
; operate passenger trains, but
i Via Rail will take over ticket .
“sales and on-board services
* once agreements have been
reached with the railways and
" with seven unions represent-
- ing rail warkers,

Delays have forced back the -
' planned June 1 takeover date,
~but Via president Frank
. Roberts said he is hopeful
"agreement will come soon
enough to allow planned
.changes in western transcon-

linental schedules early in the
summer. The changes involve
some reductions in service,

Viais offering several incen-
tiveplans: o

— Round-trip excursio
fares between any two points
in Canada will cost one-third
more than sinple fares, but
they will not be valid during
the Christmas season, for
journeys starting on Fridays
or for long-distance trips in
the summer.

- Reductions for groups of
two or more adults travelling
together will depend on the
size of the group and range
from 25 1o 40 per cent, These

1078 rscing suomo.| RAIIPOGdeY hONOPed

bile users, Viasays: . John Noel,for the past 23 years Canadian National's;

— Infants will continue to- Publicaffairs manager for its Great Lakes Region and:
travel free and children five ! @ veteran of more than 51 years with the railroad, was'
or over but under 12 for half | ftonored at a retirement reception held Wednesday ini
fare. Senior citizens will trav. Toronto. g ] T ;
¢l for one-third off except for - Friends and associates in the railway, the news medial
the Christmas period. . and the business community turned out to honor John®

— The range of passes al-| and his wife, Freda, at gthheIse_:a Inn, -- '
lowing unlimited It)ravel o Noelstarted to work in the radio department at CNR*
designated regions will “be headquarters it Montreal in June, 1927. Later, he;
expended transferred to what was then CN’s publicity depart-

p . ment. He advanced through that and emerged in the\

All ticket prices will ‘be expanding field of public relations.
-rounded to the nearest dollar,  While Noel never lost sight of his loyalty to the rail- !
and leading credit cards will' road, and few were better informed about its opera- -
_be accepted. Where space is! tions and activity, he always remained a good friend to;
available on reserved trains,’ those in the media and others who knew him. He in-
there are no advanced book-! variably provided helplul and honest answers to any:

_group Tfares are aimed espe- -

ingrequirements,

question. THE WINDSOR STAR, SEPT. 8/78
. . . i

1 ‘The Spirit of Windsor, a

fandmark in Dieppe Gar-
_vdens, go1 a cleaning from a
‘group of University of
' Windsor students on the.
!weckend. And in the pro-
.cess, some of the students
j 20t a good bit of cleaning
t front each other,

! The students were taking
~part in Shinerama — an
ievenl 1o Taise money for
-cysuc fibrosis,

The Spirit, by the way, was

- suved [rom the salvage torch
cin the early 1960s, and.
"brought 10 the city as a
, monument to the steam era
; of railroading. The engine,
Jbuiht in 1911, weighs 150
tons and is Jocated near the
,old CNR  station.

Star Staff Photos

spirit!
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! Wilmott. Gage, 119 Pages. |
G Reviewed by, ©
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i tario’s railways and raiiway stations,
v+ 1t's a book Canadian readers will fing

+ fiart in, - g
£ Meet Me at the Station elicits memories
o hlfmemorion of walding aid Wwars; ol
| offspring leaving home and of family
v reunions. Of waiting room smells .and of
lsnc}:!wﬂakes in the glare of oncoming engine
: lights. o |
%‘; Willmot's book almost accidentaly
! teminds' us of our identity. But.railways run

, through the heart and soul of Canadian life,

{ wrote ils history, ‘ .

£‘.O_ntario‘s railway grand old railway

i flatlons are fast disappearing. Some, ay

- Wilimot's photographs point out, are
beautiful. Others are strikingly malpropar.

j tioned: all are precious. '

l:

}

' just a8 they cross the country and as they

- Its fascinating pholographs and lively text

make Meet Me at the Station a powerful plea
, for the preservation of an essential part of
; Oour past, | ' .
{ Plagues at thie CN ¢tation in Aurora and
I'at Toronto Union Stdtion proclaim that the
] first steam train in Canada West was
¢ operated by the Ontario, Simcoe and Huron
! Uniled Railroad Company on' May 16, 1853,
"from Toromio to Aurora, then -called
‘ Machell's Corners, v T
{.That lJandmark journey launch‘ed the On-

[P —
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memories

F. Meet Me at the Station, by Elizabetty’

ByCA.PATCH 1]
i Meet Me at the Station is the story of On«

[

f f38rd to lorget. It's a story we have al] played

tatio era of railwa
. ahd celebration. '

‘sible for & changeto the more dignified name
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SN

i

\‘ LE L TT S e P

¥ construction, expansion:

. A fireworks display in Machell's Corners
on the eve of rail's inauguration was respon-

of Aurora,
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. The ConRail passenger station at
! - McKay and Pelletier Strects is among
V! several locations in the city being con-
sidered as-a new passenger depot for.
" Canadian National's (CN) Via service
between Windsor and Toronto.
The station, according to W, J.
Law, manager of CN's southwestern

]

it can be acquired, '

He said a study is under way to find
better facilities and the ConRail sta-
tion appears to meet requirements

[ AN EARLY RAILWAY WORLD LEADER
¥
i [ IMPETUS

€05 since 1t would efficiently accom-

— . .modate travellers from the U.S. who

7 &y ¢ are now boarding CN trains for
/é’/@'- * Toronto on a weekly basis. ,

ez The facilities are larger than the

: IWalker\rille depot and also provides

b

THE GREAT RAILWAY-BULDING PERIGD 08 THE 18505 Gave | | jpreater room for' expansion, said Mr,
TE DEVELCPMENT OF TE GRAND TRUNK
RAILWAY (LATER To BECOME TE NUCLEUS of THE C-N-R).

B4 1859 Tk GRAND TRUNK RAILWAY HAD
ACTUALLH BECOME TE LONGEST |

!Law- : ’
, He stressed there is “*nothing firm™
lon the proposal yet because

lc_amg_ {&oaase

;Chcsapeakc_apd Ohio. Railway, the

[T

of Ontario communities. As still is the casc, o -

rail link for both: passengers and freight with

other trade and supply centres was essential,
The CN and CP tracks edst of Bellevilie

.are a few yards apart and run parallel.

r . : Naturally, great races took place during the

Trains determined the viability and shape steam years! with passengers and farmers

Ontario division, ‘would replace the.
“crammed facilities on Walker Road if

negotiations will have to take place
RAILWAY IN THE WORLD ' ."not only with ConRail; but with

JUNE 20

and the Grand Trunk Westérn
Railway, all of which operate freight

- service in the Detroil-Windsor area,

Mr. Law/indicated that CN is
finding more and more U.S. visitors

. boarding its passenger service from

Windsor to Toronto.
He said if the ConRail station

~ becomes available, those coming

from Detroit -could change trains
there, rather than having to make
their way to.the Walkerville station,

Mr. Law said there are more than
800 passengers who board the CN
train Friday for Toronto, with # great
majority U.S, citizens.

“They're altracted to Toronio
because it’s -a safe city and they want

to gt away," he said.

X

Because of the increased traffic, the

Walkervilie station, opened in 1961, is

no longer large enough to accom-

modate passenger service, the CN of-
ficial said. °

~In addition to this, Mr. Lay'-‘r said,

cheering on contestants in what Willmo
refers 1o as the “Queen's Plate of ih
railway,” - ) '

Meet Me at the Station is an entertaining
book, It is also a sad book because it records
a part of our way of life we are allowing tc
become history., ‘ :

e

CN Via considers ConRail station
| , e mmsggtrsiyl%fedo and Iroﬁto%%lway-

should Via take over CN's passenge
service in the Windsor-Quebec co
ridor, there will be. more mone
available for improved facilities.

He said passenger service betwee
Windsor and Toronto is the heavies
‘travelled it has ever been.

London, for example, said M
Law, operates 26 passenger trains
and Windsor runs |0, :

Although ConRail's station is th
first choice, there are other sites bein)
looked at as well, Mr. Law would no
elaborate: except to say that the
others would obviously invelve .
rebuilding program.

He wouldn’t say which propertie:
are being considered, .

Charles Spence, superintendent fo:
the Canada division of ConRail. saic
in St. Thomas he was unaware of CN
Via's interest in the station at Wind-
501,

He said it appeared feasible at [east
from the point of view that passenge:
service out of the depot was limited 1o
on¢ incoming and one outgoing train,



RO

%

: ‘v'o'*.‘:::.:.

m The Windsor Star Saturday, August 15, 198]

Coaches likke these malke up the Toronte-New York Maple Leaf frain

By Walfer Skol
Specialto TheStar

T'Strue. Going by train is one of
the best ways tosee the country.
But, it’s also true yeu see more
and a long ride is actuallyenjoyable if
you breakit upintosmall doses.
That wasmy experience trying out the
new service between Torontoand New
York City. Launched April 24, the run is

_the first co-operative venture between

Canada’s Via Rail and U.S.’s Amtrak
passengeroperations.

The Maple Leaf service replacesa
previous connection at Buffaloof two
separate (rains running since the last
direct trainwent through morethana' |

, decade ago.

ALTHQUGH THE Maple Leaf’s cars
and diesel engine are Amtrak’s, they are
manned bya Canadian crew between
‘Torontoand Niagara Falls; at Niagara,a
U.S. crewtakesover.

Ome of the more unusual facets of the
new serviceis it can be incorporated into
a ‘circle rail’ package linking Toronto,
New Yorkand Montreal, plus centresin
between.

Cost forthecircle, which can be donein
either direction; is $118 only $13 more
than the round-trip excursion fare for the
Toronto-New Yorkrun. In both cases,
the traveller has 30 days tocomplete the
trip. Regular one-way fare between the
twocitiesis $74.

But while the circle fare permits the

T e T T T e e
0 T, -:\

onthe way, this is not the case for the
Toronto-New York excursion ticket.

SINCE I WANTED tospread the 12-
hour run to the “Big Apple” over two
days — to permit some sightseeing in
Niagara Falls, N.Y. and Albany —1I
would have to go full fare. But, my re-
turn trip after a day and a half in New |
York would be without stopovers, to see
what it's like to be on a train for anex-
tended time.

The first leg of the trip to New York
was easy. My reclining seat in one of two
air-conditioned dinette cars was com-
fortable and handy to the “cafe” counter
that offered everything from chocolate
bars to beef and chicken plates, micro-
wave heated, as well as hot and cold
drinks including liquor. The wide picture
window beside me would provide a good
view of the passing scene.

A little under three hours after our 9:05
a.m. departure we were in Niagara Falls,
N.Y. U.S. Customs Officers came
aboard and in about 20 minutes, the
train was cleared for departure, Of
course, it departed without me.

AFTER MANY visits to the Ontario’
side of the Falls, this was my first sig-
htseeing tripon the U.S. side. I was
pleasantly surprised. The views of the
falls are just as spectacular, the crowds
smaller and the overall atmosphere less
commercial. !

Aside from the main attraction, there
are others. A few minutes drive takes the
visitor to Old Fort Niagara, with its uni-
formed “British” garrison; the Artpark
in Lewiston provides tourists with a clo-
wanmmfarticte at work ﬂ.ﬂd the tul'ﬂl‘-'

e T Sy e s
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shaped Native American Centre with its
displays of Indian artifacts and culture is
fascinating. _

At around noon the next day (Friday)
my mini=visit was over. I boarded the’
Maple Leaf and five minutes later we
were on our way. That day’s leg, to Alba-
ny, would take about six hours.

Again, I had a seat in the dinette car,
but this time the choice turned out to be
an unfortunate one. :

IT WAS LUNCHTIME, for the next
2'4 hours there was a line of hungry pas-
sengers crowding the car and taxing the
air-conditioning system. Since trains are
informal places, 1 simply found a seatin
another coach where there was no crowd
and the air cool. i )

We headed south to Buffalo, then east
across surprisingly green, rolling coun-
tryside through Rochester, Syracuse,
Rome and Utica, then along the banks of
the Mohawk Riverand through Amster-
dam and Schenectady before pulling
into the Albany station at 6 p.m.

Aside from its role as the state capital,
this city is a busy “seaport” even though
it is 250 km (150 miles) upstream on the
Hudson River. Over 10 million tons of
cargo pass through annually and it is
from here that wheat for the U.S.S.R.

~ will be shipped when U.S. salesarere- .

sumed. -

Another of the city’s surprises is its bil-
lion-dollar Empire State Plaza. The
massive, | 1-building white marble and
glass complex hasa stark, futuristic de-
sign almost out of place inatownof 115,-
000 people and homes dating back tothe
1700s.

Nevertheless, a tour of the Plaza is
worthwhile. Aside from government
offices, there is windowless, eggshaped
performing arts centre, a convention
centre, anart gallery, and the state
museum with outstanding displays out-
lining New York’s history right up to
television's Sesame Street show.

WITH THE OPEN country of the
Hudson Valley, the peaks of the Adiron-
dacks a few miles away, and the race-
tracks, petrified gardens and spouting

geyser of Saratoga to the north, a visitor . .

could happily roam this area for days.

But, with deadlines tomeet, I didn’t. I
caught the 1:48 p.m. (Saturday) Turbo
for the final stretch run to New York
City. That's something I could not have
done with a “circle” fare ticket. I would
have had to wait for the Maple Leaf .
scheduled tocome through four hours
later. d - ;

My arrival in Manhattan would have
been around 9 p.m. instead of 4:30 —

. still okay to get in dinner and some night-

clubbing, but too late for a Broadway
show’s 8 p.m. curtain.
Taking the advice of a friend who has

travelled this route many times, [ chosea

window seat on the right side for a good
view of the Hudson River. The Turbo,
like the Maple Leaf, travels the river’s
east bankall the way to New York.
The result was a magnificent look at
this historic waterway once used by ex-
plorers, fur tradersand colonial armies.

On this day, it seemed particularly busy.
There was everything from freighters—.
probably heading to and from Albany —

to small outboard runabouts..

1

Passengers enjoy lunch, airplane-style,on Maple

frack tothe

Leaf

pple

BUTTHE PREPONDERANCE were , - show (§12.50), a helicopter tou

_ sailboats some looking as if they were

“ horse-drawn buggy ride ($17) t

" running for the open sea, others fighting ' - Central Park, and a great deal

upstream against current and wind. For

yachtsmen with the time and money, the -
- Onalong trip— particularl

., tripwhere you've already see

Hudson is part of the inland waterway
leading to warmer climes. On a train you
have time to think about things like that,

Within a half hour, we passed through -

the town of Hudson and off to the right
beyond the river were the Catskill moun-

tains with their posh resorts and country |

homes, Then on through Poughkeepsie
and past historic Arlington. A short time
later the buildings of West Point mili-
tary academy, on a promontory across.
the waters, came into view, and further -
south Bear Mountain. sl
. Weroared by storied Dobbs Ferry,
through Yonkers and intb Manhattan’s’
Grand Central Station. Rightontime,
Two nights and a day (Sunday) are just
enough to whet one’s appetite for New
York. The “Big Apple”, despite its prob-
lems, is still the city to visit, ; ey
~ DESPITE THE litter on many of the
streets and the not infrequent muggings,
all the catchy clichesare true, Itisa
pulsating, dynamic city of many faces.

THere is something for everyone. And it

need not be overly expensive.

You canstay ina mid-Manhattan hotel
for over $100 U.S, a night, but you can
also find an older, smaller hotel (Clin-

ton) with rooms for 22. You can havea ) ) _
) . trains crossing the border are o

Sunday brunch atop the World Trade
| Centre for $18 or less thanin $5ina
Greenwich Villageeatery, =~ |

After meals at both extremes,one |
* Broadway show ($30) an off-Broadway,

ing, I was on the Maple Leaf h
‘back to Torontoat 8:45a.m.

—Lit helps to have friends alo
book — or both. It also helps
couple of French coeds sitti
like Michele and Claudette
vacationing in the U.S. Unfa
i gney only went as far as Niag
o i

. SERIOUSLY, I found the

_ hourson board quite relaxir

- 1wassimply waiting for us

. Tonto. Others on board see

1, the same way.

. Matters were not helped

dian Customs and Immig

. came aboard at Niagara F
At that point, we were hal

', hind schedule. By the ti

cleared to proceed, we we

_ late. Theofficers had tak

a halfinstead of the 35 n

* inthe trainschedule.

i Asaresult,morethang

1+ board complained they

their connection in Toro
didn’t have any effect on
people, but itissomething tr:
should keep inmind, Schedul

* proximate.
" Ona long train ride it helps to!

‘might learntorelax.

sbsdista sa

signed. And, in the process, yoit Jus!



35 years on the rails:
*You have to be

ucky’

T@m&%&%smm}m 15!:1 1!% while mvol\rc;:t . switching |

While kicking around in 4 train engine
.Tepair shop in gt
Vern “Sport™ Swallowell developed a
-fondness for the railway that, even today,
after hundreds of thousands of raj miles,
+1§ as strong as it was 37 years ago when he
«was earning $18 a week.

“I've always wanted to work for 4
_railroad, and thal's what | did,” Sport
,Said, while shuffling some paperwork
bgfore the last run of his lofig career, an
PE1S from Windsor to Toronto last week .,
v "I've never regretted a moment of it
_hot at all,” the seasoned conductor said,
1 enjoy what U'm doing and I feel sorry
for any man who doesn’t enjoy his job,*

Sport Swallowell's raifway career began
in 1940, when he was-hired as a spare
brakeman for the old CP Woodstock-Port
Burwell route. But after # month of hav-
ing to deal with veteran railwaymen who
had “no patience for new men, " he quit.

His love for the railway, however, in-
duced him.to return to work that had cup-
ttured his fancy in Stratford. In 1942, he
-became a freight train brakeman with CN,
operating out of London.

. “In those days we'd go 1o Mimico from
,London,” Sport said, “and from there
.we'd be ordered to go in any direction but
{home. - .

" “Working for ihe railroad, a guy could
fgo four or five days without seeing. his
tfamily. In the 33 years I've been working
for CN, I'll bet | haven't spent more than

12 Christmases at home," the fathet of -

: four said, X

i .

{ Sport creduts his wife Ethel with taking
:on most of the sesponsibility of raising
‘their three daughters und one son, “A
-railwayman has 10 -have a pood wife,
hecause he spends a lot of time away from
home in order to make good money.™

Except for the past ten 10 years, which
‘W has spent as x conductor on a
passenger tratn, Sport worked on freight
trains. Deep down inside he is still a
freight man. “Freight doesn’t talk back,”
1he robust 65-year-old taughed.

..-J.— .'

LONDON (CP) —
Robert Bandeen, president

ratford during his teens,

In a Canada Club speech, |
Bandeen said: “*Over the past

operutions during a snowstorm at the
Beachville stone quarry near ingersolt,
Sport fell off a hopper car (open railway
car) and injured his shoulder. The doctor
instructed l!xim to conduct only passenger
trains. from then on. That's when he made
Windsor his home terminal, though he
resides in London. e

. A lot of people are under the impres- -
sion that it is the engineer who runs av
train, but it's the conductor who does,™
Sport pointed out, donning his conduc-

tor's cap. “He's the one -who has tor » §3

answer for any problems thyt might

_develop.™

“The secret of good passenger work is !

,diplomacr. with firmness. My rule is,
d

sobriety. | don't accept excessive drinking '
on my train because things can get a litcle -
unruly,” o ' !

One night Sport asked a passenger for
his ticket. *He grabbed me by the tie, pull-"
ed me over the table, and Started to beil
the hell out of me. That’s why I wear aslip
knot tie now," he joked. '

“I've been preuty lucky, though,” Sport,
added. “You have to be lucky on the!
railraad. I've had my share o Crossing
mishaps and was involved in a'big bang-4
up in.Toronto's Unian depot due o 4
switching accident, But | was only -a
passenger on that train thut derailed inlo a
Tecumseh cornfield last year."

Shortly before Train 74 was about 10
pull out of the Windsor station, a group of
Sport’s friends came dbourd to see’ him
off. Some accompanied him on his lust
run as a CN conductor, ’

**A lot of the guys are glad 10 retire and
gel away from the railroad, but he's-not |
one of them,” Allen Brewer, u CN roadi
foreman said, nodding toward Sport. l

Sport and his wiFe have no deﬁnite}

_ plans for his retirement, but they do ‘in-

fend to travel-a little, by rail of course.

-With four grandchildren to spoil, they : -

plan 1o make up for all thoss yeurs Sport

spent on the rails, : ;
As 11:15 approached, and the

pussengers began to file out of the station

THE WINDSOR STAR,

w2 ’
~ Vern Swallowell-gives the “highball”

tobby, Sport’s reassuring voice could be

heard on the platform.

e e e e

“NR shows over-all

rofit fo

CH 10, 1977
not mention a specific profit
figure, but sources said it

action is being taken to

~ relieve Canadian railways of

“Toronto, Mon_lrcai. the ¢
--t.the front, London, t

rfirst t

o —————— - [

e —t

. - @

-. v o oy ¥
provinces are beginning to,
realize that the anliquated:

, Of the Crown-owned Cana- .  ‘few decades, Canadian would * be “in the some major burdens which .*  rates ‘are doing the West!
- dian National Railways, said ' National has consistently neighborhood of $10 have caused serious losses more harm - than good byﬁ
today the CNR showed an shown an operating profit - miltion. . over the years.” inhibiting the  development

+ over-all profit last year, the

first in 20 years. Sources said
later the profit figuré would
be about $10 miition.

Bandeen said the profit is
modest " “when compared
with our total investment
and our gross revenues but it

but its performance has been
hidden by the costs of servic-
ing the heavy burden of

long-term debt,

“Last year, however, we
showed our [irst over-all
profit in 20 years, including
servicing the debt charges.”

““We now are in the midst
of a reorganization of the
corporation designed to im-
prove our financial perfor-
mance by dividing our
operations into clearly defin-
ed profit centres,” Bandeen

said.

He said relief. appears in
the offing in such areas as
the 80-year-old Crow's Nest
Pass freight rates act.

**The government ap-
pointed a commission which
confirmed that the two
railways (CNR and CP Rail)

“'modern

of processing industries and i
jeopardizing the develop- 3
ment of a much-needed §
grain " handling |
S?Sl_em." ] . i

~ Bandeen also.p"oimed to s

the problem of what he call- '
ed “redundant branch lines=,

1

Photo by CEC SOUTHWARD
signal... All aboard! '

S 3
ur straight upl
9 the lefi, plgase,

which should, never !
have been built even in the |

..days when the railway was |

“The future of our finan-

marks the beginning of a ) ¢ :
cial performance is looking -

The CNR's annual report
new era for Canadian

lose nearly $90 million an- .
for 1976 has yer to be'

nually on handling grain.

o= = wed g

Natogal™

years |
) the only form of me;q:hanized
land transportation.”

" Two years ago, the Cana-
dian government appointed
a commission to “lock into
the transportation of grain,
including the branch line
system.” .

“Although the report has
yet to be published, we are a
lot closer 10 working out a'
rational network of branch'
hines in the West than we
have ever been because. of!
the facis brought ouwt at the.

hgaripgs.‘_‘_____%*

_published and Bandeen_did

bright because” government

..."And _the Prairie _




/ ,YIA’s‘statibhjis getting renovations -

TA rail says Windsor

!5 . E A D R : :
keystone in corridor -
i While we werc pleased to see that Windsor's image is on the uﬁswiné (A
 Worthwhile [nvestment, Sep. 9), we were distressed at the claim that VIA |
*Rail Canada views Windsor unfavorably within the. framework of some port’
of “end-of-the-line thinking.” e S 4
I Windsor is the “end of the line™ in our Quebec City-Windsor corridor, but
! this does not suggest a second-class position by any means. Windsor is a very!
 important Ontdrio centre — not only for sports and industry as you mention,
; but for inter-city passenger rail service aswell. et
| Windsor is a keystone in the corridor. ILis, as you say, “the firststopin Cana-
da" for many U.S. visitors as well as the starting point for thousands of Cana- |
| dianrail passengers every week. s o OE A
' Evidence of the value we place on Windsor is our recently awarded contract
“of $400,000 for renovations to Windsor's Walkerville station. Renovations |
' will be completed before the Christmas rush, but our interest will not stop
| there. ' - &N g : =
| VIARailisalso highly committed to the continuing planning which we have *
i been doing in conjunction with the City of Windsor and the Province of Onta- «
rio to reach a permanent solution to Windsor's inter-modal transportation |

| needs. -
. While “end-of-the-line thinking” may haunt some institutions conneeted

" with Windsor, I respectfully assert that VIA Rail Canada is most definitely |

not among them. SEPT. 70, 1981 f Y
b Tt SEPT. 30, PAULRAYNOR
WINDSOR STAR Manager, Public Relitions !

: s VIA Rail Canadu Ire.
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i NEW LOOK FOR CN — Mickey
Lorimer enjoyed a breather on one of
CN's. refinished lounge " cars.

CN

LRew name,

And to show the public what it's all
-about, CN parked a five-car display
.train (bul no engine) on a siding atthe
«Windsor Station Sunday and Mon-

ity
The'new colors are yellow and

\The new interiors are roomy and more
‘plush with colorful designs designs,
new fabrics and carpet replacing lino-

, leum. The new nameis VIA CN,

But don’t expect gleaming, ultra-" .
modern trains (on the oulside) for train Sunday morning.

CNearsiocome.

+« . Doug Leinw eber "supervisor of the
- Pssenger service centre at Windsor
MLastanes -

-

I HOVEMBER L, 1ge

VIA Rail Canada has

awarded a $9-million con-/;

boost passenger use by about 15 % |

tract to Air Canada to supply.,
. a computerized reservation-
; and automatic ticketing sys- -
D tem. o
. The system wil} eventually ;

be interconnected with Air
- Canada’s, allowing travel |

agents 1o make airline, train, '

car rental, hotel and motel -

_resfé a%?f}?ﬁ%‘ﬂ“éﬁﬁ‘s' |

TE WINDSOR STAR, MARCH 8,

. ‘ ' h
., UN Ruil is giving its passengers
‘Leging new colors, new interiors and a

That’s the ticket

parked a five-cur display train on a
siding in Windsor to give the public a
look at the renovations plinned in'the **

1977 - -

trains,

Station, explained CN.is refurbishing
its older cars in the new colors and
interiors as they come off the line for
repiirs, o .

New rolling stock isstill sometime in
the future, hesaid,

The display train drew a steady
streum of visitors during'its two days
in Windsor. Free buttons and curd-
bourd train' cutouts for children were
passed out, - : .

The Windsor branch of the Cina-
diun Historical Railway Association
held one of its meetings on Lthe display

biue,

The vars in the display included u
coach buill in 1954 and refurbished
last year, a baggage car built in 1955, a

next few years for- CN's passenger |

. . l : - o T
- . N . ‘ ,_. :,‘ : __.\.‘:. ""T\-_ . . .. '-',..‘ L )
eS ' a neW l 00 k - . [DEPENDENCE FURBISH'S DASH TO MONTREAL
' ' ' RUNK RAILWAY (LATER C-N.A)
WAS LOOKING FOR THE SHORTEST ROUTE FROM Montreal o ga ,
in 1976, a founge “entre nous™ builtin |’ A‘}-'LANTIC IT BERAME 4 T055-UP BETWEEN Povtland, Me-oR Boston, %
1929 and refinished in 1965, and a | ToDRAMATIZE His
) A . | - TERMINUS FOR THE GRAND TRUNK, FURBISH DROVE A SLEIGH
dining car built in 1954 and refur ! i FROM Port13ng To Mo;«tmal 1 MID-WINTER of-
) 1845 COVERING 275-MILES IN B2-HoURs,
BEATING REGULAR MONTREAL~
. BOSTON HORSE EXPRESS

day-nighter built in 1950 and redone :

bishedin 1965. .
The fucelifiing appeurs to be going,!
. slowly. According 10 a CN brg¢hure,*
for example, eight conches were refin-
ished in 1976 and 14 more will be done } '~~~

+ this year. However, CN owns (50 of'i

the 66-ton couches. ' !

So far one of CN's 32 duy- nighters
have been refinished und seven
will be done early this year. L
The displuay curs have been seen in
Kitchener and London and will'go to)
Turonto and then buck into service
luter this week, o

THE

] [VIA, has announced the g
rently general manager o

I
; -He has been generat

Rail,
" “L.L. Moisan is appointed vice

it AAPPENED"
Sy ™ WINDSOF
o’

o,

passen

i prerts also annouticed the a
| ‘8s vice-president, VIA West, wit

o WINDSOR STAR, DEC, 30, 1977 |

+  Although rail passenger services in Canada won
ass Inlo Lhe operational hands of VIA untif Apr
‘being made 50 top exec

1 ofﬁciallyj
i

I'l, senior”
utivgs can Il

J. Frank Roberts, president and chief executive officer forf
pointment of A,R. Campbell, cur-

i f ger services for CP Rail, g "
: “vice-president of VIA Ontario, based in Toronto,

i -, Campbell will be responsible for all VIA activities in the
. province, excluding Ottawa-Montrealservices,

ppoiniment of H.F, Murray
h headquarters in Winnipeg. !
q_lghager of passenger services for CNi

?

il

-president, VIA Quebec, an&:'

. Theappointments areeflective Jun, I,

IN CAN
OR STAR O, 19795

[

] TN 1845, WHEN CANADA'S GRAND T

1013 'T ’
G- slonngens)

mare.

- e b

Special railway fares slash prices,

. , !{J’IND DEGFIMBER.Q- . . N .
Special Canadian Nanonﬁs: way 3‘2&“:‘50%&5. nearly don, 39’.96" m); Toronto, $19 ($34.50); Montreal, §37.40

' half the price of some round-trip tickets, have resulted in a | 5-
per-cent increase in passenger use across Cana de, according to
“CNofficials,

“We've been close 10 the 15-per-cent increase experienced
,across the system, and are possibly marginally higher!” Doug
Leinweber, supervisor of passenger sales for CN in Windsor,
‘ said, '

t Calling the special fares, introduced Nov, 1, oﬁe of the “bes't '

bargains ever offered Canadian travellers,” Leinweber said
.they have nearly reduced ticket prices to those at the time of
the Second World War, . :

. The special fares apply 1o blue {prime rate) tickets. Used
within a specified time limit, the fares are the regular, one-way
price plus 10 per cent of the return rate. ‘e

Return trips on special tickétq purchased for poiﬁts along the
Windsor to Quebec City corridor must be used within three
Jays of departure, '

The special fares for trips from _Windsof to.corridor stops,
vith regular rates in brackets, are: Chatham, $4.40 ($8); Lon-,

s RE gD TR — =t .-

[ W

($68); and Quebec City, $48.40 ($88), | P

For paints outside the corridor, return trips on special tick-
ots must beused seven to 30 Lhirty after departure;

As a result, excursion rates to Vancouver will be $151.80,
compared to $276 for a regular ticket. oo

Other than the time limit, the only stipulation for the special
tickets is that they cannot be used for Friday departures, Trav-
ellerscan, however, return on a Friday,

As well, the tickets are not good for departures Friday
through Saturday on the Christmas and New Year's weeks
ends. ' t

_Grace Mills, public relations officer for CN in Toronto, said j
the railway will undertake a major advertising campaign to*
promote the reduced fare packagesin January. !

The only question mark surrounding the special fares is the
effect of the scheduled takeover on April 1, 1978, of both CN
and Canadian Pacificrail passenger services by thenew Crown'
corporation, Via Rail Canada Inc, o {

Leinweber believes Via will retain the special rates or could |
Proposga pew incentive program, .. ... Ceed

e

e r— e e e e
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HOME TOWN'S- AVAILABILITY A5 AN ATLANTIC ! Y

By OLH

— eea

A.W. Raftus is appointed vice-president, V1A Atlantic. Their.
irespective headquarters will be at Montreal and Moncton. J
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Backed by the majestic Canadian Rocies, Transcontinental sp

y Walter Skol
gpecial to TheStar -

"ORONTO — They say that travelling to far-
[T places makes you appreciate what you have
t home,

And, suddenly, Canadians have become very
ppreciative. After outspending everyone else on
reigntravel for years, we are beginning to
dcationmore within our own borders,

Part of the reason for this inward look is that
i burgeoning cost of fuel has priced many
verseas destinations beyond our pocketbooks.

ONERESULT HAS been a dramatic increase
package tours to Canadian vacation spots,
nother is the resurgence in popularity of rail-
1y travel, Besides being cheaper, thereisn't a
uch better way of seeing the countryside,
Capitalizing on this situation, Via Rail — it
ok over coast-to-coast passenger services of
1th CN and CP two years ago — and Ontario
orthland have come up with packages to entice
to thiscountry’s rediscovered attractions.

Vith its national service, Via s offering tours
‘htacrossthecountry. These rangefrom
ickie*'getaways™ to some 25 cities to voyages
discovery lasting up to three weeks.

‘OME OF THE toursareescorted. Others
Yeyou onyour ownwith only your basic
nsportation, hotels and perhaps, sightseeing
angedin advance. Meals are almost always
ra. Asyouwould expect, most of the travel is
train. But, chartered buses, shipsand even
10esare used when necessary.

‘mong getaway destinations are Toronto,
:awa, Montreal, Quebec City, Detroit-Win-
r,and would you believe, Chatham.
‘youboard thetrain in Toronto, only the
ebec City excursion costs more than $100,
‘udinga night at the Quebec Hilton. Of

rse, you wouldn’t want to go all that way and
‘only one night. The second night's lodging
uldcost$40, o X e i |

-~ == . ArtsCentre with its concert hall and two the-

R A

&

) 5y

FOR THOSE WHO can spare more time,
there are more extensive tours. Forexample, the
Pacific Coast Discoverer takes you from Toron-
to, through the rugged terrain north of Lake
Superior, across the Prairies, through the
Rockies to Vancouver, then north along the
Pacific coast to Prince Rupert before heading

southeastandhome,

Among the tour's highlights are spectacular
views of the Rockies, a ferryboat ride to Victoria,
abus tourofthe Valley of 1,000 Faces, a visit to a
logging camp, and a shipboard cruise to Prince
‘Rupert. The tour takes |9 daysand the basic cost
is$1,450 plus meals.

IFYOU WOULD rather do the east coast —
andspend only about 14 days away from work
— youmight find the Cabot Trail-Newfound-
land tour of interest. You board Via's “Atlantic”
Ltrainin Montreal for an overnight run to St. .
John, New Brunswick, then continue via Mon-
ctonand Truro to Port Hawkesbury,

You'll follow the Cabot Trail through the wild,
rugged contours of Cape Breton Highlands
National Park-and visit Fortress Lou isbourg
before making the ferry crossing to Newfound- °
land. -

Then acharter bus will take you from Cornerb-
-rook on the west coast to St, John's on the east. A

wisit to famousSignal Hill is a must as arestops
atsuch picturesquespots as Pouch and Portugal
coves, Torbay, Cape Spear, Petty Harbor and
Bay Bulls.

AFTER THESE VISITS, itisback to the
mainland — North Sudney —aboard the CN
Marine Ferry. Takesome seasickness pills with _
you,justin case. It'san I8-hour crossing. Basic
cost forallthisstartsat$1,075. .

Whatifyou can only get away for a week? The
Quebec Discoverer, priced at $300, might be just
thetigket. Starting in Toronto, you'll visit Otta-
wa, Montreal and Quebec City before heading
home. 5 3

In Ottawa, you may want to see Pierre in action
in the House of Commons; tour the National

S o

eeds pass

engers on their way

\

' Allabodardeveryone. =, - 7. Y
. e e e e et L B R

atres;strollalong the banks of the Rideau Canal
and perhaps shop in The Mall amidst trees, flow-
ersand fountains.

MONTREAL OF COURSE, needsno intro-
duction, It has everything —smartshaps and .
boutiques, outstanding restaurants, scintillating |
nightlife, Place des Arts, Olympic Park, Place fl
Ville Marie, and subway stations that are actual- ,
ly pretty. Your two-day stay here will betoo
short, : .

Before you know it, you will beon the Rapido
heading for Quebec City, probably North Ame- -
rica’s most picturesque city. Nowhere else on the
continent s the French influenceso pronounced..
Youcould easily forget you arestill in Canada.

PERCHED HIGH ABOVE theSt. Laurence
River, old Quebecis North America’s only
walled city. And, since it was founded in 1608, it
isa place of historic churches, old stone build-
ingsand narrow winding streets. Like Mon treal,
itisalsoknown for its fine restaurants. -

Among the historic sights that should beon
yourshort list: The Citadel, La Place Royale — a
restored town square going back to the 17th
century — thelegislative buildings and the
Chateau Frontenac; the grandest of Canada’s
old hotels, ;

ONTARIO NORTHLAND'’S railway tour
offers one of the last great romantic train rides
anywhere — north to the Arctic tidewater of .
James Bay, You can start on this adventure ei-
ther in Toronto where you would board the
Northlander train, or if you happen to be in i
(iochrane area, take the Polar Bear Express from
there, = :

The Express parallels theriver routes and paths
ofexplorers, fur traders and prospectors —
about 297 km (184 miles) north — to Moosonee,
Ontario’s most northern frontier settlement,
Thenyou cancross the three kilometres (1.8
miles) of water aboard a big Rupert Housecanoe
to Moose Factoryestablished in 1673, That’s
adventure, f A

|
1
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By Peter Ward

battlesigns tao soon. Gen, Dextrazeis . from a nasty- situatij
Financial Times Service .

awily and persuabivecampaigner who ~ -making. il . ¢
can use his mouth as well as his gavel - . - il e
N : : )" Such aman will be
'when hechairsa meeeting, | chairman of the boarg

" Senior,defence officers claim that  * also carries thevirtde a
Gen. Dextraze oftenyheld both the ' ly bilingual, an ova
gavel and the floor-at defence staff +  phone Canadian, with!
meetings: until he simply wore down * _eralistsentiments, - “n
‘the opposition with the length and” Besides, if-Gen 'b'é;!
vigor of his argument. He's also N0 iyeen reoriited to & meal
fool when it comes 1a the politics of - energetic _enoigh, 4
top-level mifagement in a field close’ " enough, to be.a po'lg
to government. He can cut losses encnty on the other sid
~ when he finds himself on the shortend- be dungerous for the Tr

ofan insider debate, smile, and put the ment. Gen. Deinrazeisi
best public face on thesituation. a mercurial temper whi

+ Look what happened'last year when *.- and after spending. vi
. the government announced that the  “working life in the mili
airborne regiment would be moving to being abeyed,
from Edmontonto Petawawa. - He spent five Jehr
. ' Second, World War_ai
War s dn up and comii
Thurso, Que., in chiarg
1 'for the lumber divisio
: * based Singer C6, of Cg
" brdsh with the corpora;
- enough behind him ta;

OTTAWA — Gen. Jacques Dex-..
‘trazeis infor'a sirprise when he trades
his uniform for the seat of chairman of
“the board of Canadian National Rajl-
ways, on Sept. 1. '
1t’s also bound to be a surprising
experience for Robert Bandeen, presi-
dentoftheCNR, |
Chairman of boards are supposed to
preside at company directors’ meet-
‘ings. They wield the gavel, not the real
power, and that's something foreign
10 the nature of the man who retires as
Canada’s chief of defence staff on
Sept. 1. He can be expected to have his
hand on the throttleat CNR _
+ “J.Dex,™ a5 the men of the Armed
+Forces call him behind his back, is a
-dominator and a doer, with ideas
about how to run a railroad which, if
‘not backed with the same expertise as
‘M. Bandeen's, are certainly forceful
and different.
Gen. Dextraze, who will be 58 next
‘month, is a strong federalist. He has
made no secrét of the fact that he con-
siders transportation to be a powerful
potential weapon in the cause of fur-
thering national unity. '

£

Political flak began to fly from west-
ern Canadians. It was Gen,-Dextraze,
according to Defence Minister Bur-
nett Danson, who Fad recommended
-the dirborne move:, 1 was proposed to
~conserve administrative manpower. -

- and make more men-available for the - ‘Jess in his eurrent ch:(

fighting side ofthe military: ' S dreom

It tutned out, though, that Gen. . Last monthl_'(_:igﬁz:blof:
Dextraze had not only asked for the ~ .into CNR headquirte
‘move of the airporne, he had also ~ .board. meeting ‘and ' ¢

. wanted Canadian Forces Base in '~ scenc. He was surprisg
There was once a fellow in Ottawa SR 5 ; + London, Ont., closed by -moving the . sta‘ff had been assigne|
numed Macdonald who had similar AR ' y e ) 'Royal Canadian Regiment. - . | " he'll want to changg\i
+deas about railroads fostering na- _ ) o } Photo by Jock Dolgleish o e Id have hit a Liberal voliti- Sept.1. 7 ¢ ¢ Ty
uonal umity, snd although the thesis Gen.Jpcques Dextraze: teaving military life to command CN - —{ at ‘"“ﬁ d “_"ed't:?r ’] Bf% polit- el bE e good-cHi
provedcorrect, it was pretty expensive. ¢ % - ‘ _ . L cla-.bslr’(d)ngdo ‘E"" ¢ ’;’gf‘; UTNET .~ baard, according to ofj
forthe taxpayers. ' ' THE, WINDSOR STAR, JULY 18, 1977 - - SR " 5. ]l] : ﬁ"- OHCF;SI[_} Od e .Sum‘::?r's'._ political  opponents,: |
Speak about using railroads to  cepting the loss tradeoffs, but that from the opposition. I1's nbt the way : YJ& ::ffch of ”?:_ Sgciop:n\;?hi‘cph- defence critic Alldn-Mj
promote national unity ‘today and  philosaphy runs directly contrary to - Gen. Dextrazeseesthings, - ;mg bt have héen achieved NG - for Victoria, but he wo
immediately things like subsidized Transport Minister Otto Lang's dic- ITthe different points of view heldby - - g. Rac aal _ oyer. - . ..
freight rates, passenger service operat- tum of “user pay.” Mr. Bandeen is a president and chairman of the board ~ Did Gen. Dextraze hqwl,pubhc_ly? “lthink Gen..-Dex_tl'az
-ed a1 4 loss and unprofitable branch  miin who has followed the Lang pre- clect seem to forecast an open explo-  Nothe. Thegeneral.continued tosing. surprises,™ suid Mr.A
Mnescome to mind. - cept well, cutting CNR losses and sion ‘when irresistible Jim Dextraze praises for savings possible throligh © maybe hcllr:ur‘;.)_nse th
i A good case can be made for using consolidating CNR services 10 cut meets immoveable Bob Bandeen,  shifting the airborne regiment and himsittingstill.™ ;.

vailroads as a political tool and ac-

g o

10 new
trains for
VIA Rail

VIA Rail, a subsidiary of
Canadian National Rail-
ways, has placed orders for
22 locomotives and 50 coach-
es.for its passenger services.
The $80 million order went to
Bombardier-MLW Lid. of
+ Maontreal and is for t0 LRC
(light, rapid and comfort--
able) trains similar to the one
-pictured here, It is the first
.major acquisition of rail pas-
_senger equipment in more
*{han & decade. Alcan Canada
- Products Ltd. of Torontoand -
‘Pominion Foundries and
- Stee] Ltd. of Hamilton will be
» major suppliers to Bombar- |
| dier-MLW under the pur- : SR T e
chase agreement. . . L e T e TR e T e R

. costs despite the political dereams . - don't make the mistake of expecting thus he insulated
A ., ok i e e - .

i R P S1 - rmmmm e g rul e e e by AR =T b ML ke mme ey

the government - Mr. McKinnon repd
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Dextraze was always ready to offen
explanations for defence -policles

when called with a legitimate ques-+-.

tion, but was a skillful handler of ques-
tionsin commitiee.

‘Although the two men had picliiy ot
differences, they became good friends. .
Mr. McKinnon spoke of Gen. Dex-:

‘traze’s vigor and persuasive powers,:

but the best illustration of his charac-.
isr comes from late in the Second’
World War. e Co

Gen. Dextraze joined Les Fusiliers
Mont-Royal against hjs father’s wish.1
€s in 1940, shortly after.the fall of
France, when he was 20. By early 1945
Gen. Dextraze commanded a battal-*
ion of the regiment and he was or-

i
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s Via

= Quick relief for Windsor

At last, Via Rail has come up with-

a realistic answer to the steadily
growing mess at its Windsor station.

. Via is ready to spend $300,000 on
immediate improvements to its sta-

- tion in Walkerville, as a stopgap
measure to hold for four or five years -
a new station is planned and -

until
built,

"‘What that means for Windsor is

quick relief from the overcrowding at
the present station, plus a good head
start on the future when passenger
rail ransportation will play an in-
creasing part in Canadian life;

Frank Roberts, Via Rail chairman.

and president, says the present sta-
tion is already handling 2,000 passen-

dered to take the City of Goningen. - gers op Friday afternoons. He ex-

Holland. Having captured the town
and nearly 800 ol the enemy, end seen
the deplorable state of German mo:*
rale, Gen. Dextraze décided to go for
broke. He headed for the German

. command postin his vehicle without

support troops:and in 10 minutes .
convinced the German commander ;

that surrender was the only way out of

‘pects that rail traffic will increase 10
to 15 per cent a year as gas prices
rise, . :

To meet the. immediate e'mergency,_

the Walkerville station .this year will

get a 3300,000 facelift, including
more than doubling the waiting

a hopeiess situation. "He coliected ;FOOmM capacity, a larger ticket area,

another 300 prisoners without a shot .

As chief of defence stafT, he is classi- -
fied for salary purposes as a-deputy .
minister — payrange between $41,000
and $66,000 a year. Gen. Dexlraze‘s;'.
earnings fall in the fop part of the
range. . . R \ j

The government is.being secretive ;
about the salary to bepaid therailway
chairman but Pierre Taschereau,w
former chairman, was paid 570,000 a
yearin thejob. o o

]
L)
+

b

Peter Ward is a freelance writer m!:_

Ottaws oo il

and canopies

ter. :

. .To be ready fof the future, .when

new high-speed (up to 200 kilometres
.— 124 miles — per hour trains will
be in service, the new station will be.-
planned in co-operation with the.

<ity.

to provide outside shel-

to get so far behind again. _

R T

Rail

. e iy

.-- The time lapse for the new statid’n?

= Roberts gives a ballpark figure of!

-4 minimum of four years — should'
be ample for City Council to decide
‘both-on the best location and on the:
proposal to integrate facilities for'
Transit Windsor, inter-city buses,

and airport transportation, ° _
All this is good newsfor Windsor,

. Which in the past has been treated by

Via Rail — as by governments — as
the end of the line. ‘ :

It is also encouraging to. see Via:
Rail's projections of steadily incr_eas-j
ing passenger business, an indication.
that it expects the Canadian govern-"
ment not to follow the lead of the
Reagan administration in the U.S. of
chopping service on Via Rail's Ame-

rican counterpart, Amtrak, '

..~ Windsor now has the assuranice of

'immediate action on long ‘overdue

- improvements to’ the present station, |

plus a sensible co-operative plan to .

- meet future needs.,

‘When Via Rail took over passenger
service in Canada, it was a dying’
business. The energy crisis reversed.
that situation, and Via Rail -had to:
cope with far greater demands than it
expected, - - o

Its latest proposa! for Windsor
shows a praiseworthy intention not

padn Ll et 1
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BACK ON TRACK — A |
hree passenger cars, derailed Sunday in sus-
pected sabotage of a railway switch on the CN
ail line, just east of Lauzon Road, were set
ack on the tracks Monday by two large

ocomotive and

o

W Ton S

cranes. The derailed vehicles were back on the
tracks by 4 p.m. and all the tracks had been
repaired and restored to normal. Police are
searching for a silver, 1972-74 Camaro, seen
by the tracks just befpre the derailment. Two

. Locomotive, passenger cars of CN railway train

R 3¢ HEES

- i
[l

3 ’
3 Photo by JACK DALGLEISH |

locks had been cut enabling someoneto tamp- |
er with the switches. Only three persons suf-!
fered minor injuries in the mishap. In the!
photo, the two cranes gently lift the 125-ton

locomotive back to the track:. |
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Variegated hues of orange, red and yeliow' emblazon the
western sky in a magnificent panorama embracing the Detroit
skyline. <

Barely visible against this brilliant background, the red bea-
| con atop the Penobscot Building, Detroit's tallest, flashes its
| aireraft warning in the deepening dusk of asummer’s evening.

I watoh this impressive display above the low-slung Customs

fand Immigration Building on the Walkerville Ferry dock, *

( from a point of vantage at the foot of Devonshire Road. -

| T'am in a small gray wooden gatehouse perched on metal
| posts some 15 feet above the side of the Canadian National
' Railways tracks. It is like an oversized bird house, with win-
| dows on all four sides, about six feet square, and perhaps seven
I feetin height. :

With me is Mr. Jones. It is his duty to pull the switches that
Jower the gates that stop the traffic on Devonshire Road
“whenever trains approach on the CNR tracks, or on the adja-
“cent steel rails of the Pere Marquette Railway immediately to
{ thesouth. > i
¢ Mr. Jones. Old; bald and very fat. Dressed in soiled black-
.and-white striped overalls, deliciously redolent of oil and
‘kerosene. Hero of all of us 10-year-old North Walkerville boys
Jin thisyear of Our Lord, 1935,

% Her¢? Well I guess. Who elseis charged with the responsibili-

b etk it e st A NP e
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bility was a big thrill t

ty of saving the lives of all those motorists and pedestrians
when the gates must be lowered to warn of the approaching
trains? Who else lets us boys visit him in his command post,
high above the less important mortals on the sidewalk below?

Who else lets us — thrill of all thrills! — pull the four impres-
sivehandles thatJower the gates?

I tire of watching the afterglow of the western sky and, turn-
ing my attention inward, see that Mr. Jones has retrieved from

their storage box bentath his greasy wooden counter the eight
‘gatelamps. .

I hop up on the small pot-bellied coal stove, cool on this
August evening, and watch Mr. Jones at his tiny counter,-at-
tending to the daily ritual of preparing the lanterns. He polish-

. ¢s the red glass, trims the wicks, refills the kerosene containers

and prepares to light his lamps.

And while the comparison stretches perhaps to the &?int of
incredulity, I think of last Sunday's lesson at the little Walker-
ville Baptist Church and picture the five wise virgins trimming
their lamps.

Suddenly our attention is diverted from the lamps to the
deep purple horizon to the East. A mile distant, ¢rashing down
therails toward us, her eight huge driving wheels pounding out

“their rhythm, comes a powerful 6,000-Series steam engine,

hauling 80 freight cars from Toronto and points eastern.

PO

I

the boarding house nearby at theside of the tracks.

758

Black smoke billowing out of the stack, headlight sparkling
greenish-white in the darkening gloom, the lonesome wail o
the steam whistle sounding in the evéning air, thrusting side-
rods driving her on, bears. down the Windsor-bound levia-
than.

We pull the levers and the gates descend. Her speed slackens
markedly as the big engine grinds and hisses past, delves under,
the Peabody Bridge and disappears around the riverbank’s
curve. The last of the boxcars rattle past dragging their little
red caboose. The stillness of the summer evening returns. .

We take advantage of the lowered gates to hang the lamps for
the night. Each carrying four lanterns, we lift the trap door.
and descend theiron ladder.

M. Jones hangs his lamps, two each on the gates of the CNR
tracks, the gate posts still carrying the pecling letters GTRR,
for the Grand Trunk Railway which owned this line before’
sellingto the CNR in 1923. s :

I walk over to the Pere Marquette crossing and hang my lan-
terns on these gates, before the ornate Victorian waiting room
builtin 1889 by Hiram Walker when these tracks belonged to
his Lake Erieand Detroit River Railway.

We stroll back to the gatehouse, Mr. Jones singing his ribald
“T's a long way to tickle Mary", Darkness descends.

And one 10-year-old boy homeward plods his weary way to



CN and CP passenger services are to be merged this summer under

the name VIA. Pierre Berton recalls the romantic days of transcontinental
train travel, and photographer Peter Christopher records their passing

; IN THE SPAN OF A HUMAN
lifetime the transcontinental pas-
senger service, which has meant so
much to Canada, has come and
gone. Men and women are still with
us who were alive when the first
regular through train for the Pacific
puffed out of Montreal’s old Dal-
housiestation to the accompaniment
of a 15-gun salute. The date was
June 28, 1886. This summer the
CPR's famous Canadian will make
its final run, and something funda-
mental will have gone out of Cana-
dian life.

The transcontinental passenger
train is so much a part of our na-
tional consciousness that it is hard
to believe it is all but obsolete. The
shape of the country is that of a
railway train-a population strip
some 2000 miles long and rarely
more than 200 miles thick. When we
think Canadian we think in linea
terms-in railway terms. .

The railway has affected us in
ways we do not often contemplate,
from the shape of our skyline to our
attitude toward the clock. Our hori-
zons are rendered distinctive by the
chalet roofs of railway hotels, by the
architecture of the station, by the
silhouettes of the grain elevators
ranged along the track. The coming
of the transcontinental railway
helped give-us the modern idea of
schedules; it was a CPR man, Sand-
ford Fleming, who conceived the
idea of an international standard
tune scale and thus contributed to
the modern fetish for punctuality.
That was a concept that could
scarcely exist when, in a single com-
munity, there could be a dozen ver-
sions of noon, depending on whose
clock you were looking at. The train
changed all that, as it changed our
birth patterns. Who can reckon the
number of babies conceived on those
winter nights when the mournful
cry of the steam whistle roused
young couples from their sleep?

For the best part of a century we
have been a railway country-a CPR

Canadian Railroad Elegy

country, The railway has been fun-
damental to our history, and we are
reminded of that at every turn of the
track. From Schreiber to Moberly,
from Cartier to Revelstoke, from
Stephen to Donald, from Fleming to
Secretan, the station names pay
homage to the surveyors, financiers,
contractors and political friends
who helped make the national
dream a reality. In the company
towns, where sons followed fathers
into the service of the railway, loy-
alty to the CPR was an act of faith.
Paradoxically, hatred of the CPR
was also the glue that held many
communities together. Bitter politi-
cal factionalists became partners in
a common front against the Enemy.
Only now that the R has been re-
moved from the corporate initials
can many look back with nostalgia
and longing on those days when the
passenger train was king and the
three initials, despised or not, stood
for a quality and efficiency of service
tha%dhad no equal anywhere in the
world.

- &4 LL WHO BELONG
to my generation have their memo-
ries of those times, and even though
we seldom travel by train any more it
comes as a pang to realize that we
will never know their like again, My
earliest memories connected with
train travel are of breakfast. No rail-
way on earth fed its people the way
the CPR did, and that was William
Van Horne's doing. We passengers
were fortunate that the man who
was responsible for building the line
was a trencherman who believed in
starting off each day with gusto:
with corned beef hash top by a
fried egg; with smoky slabs of gold-
eye flowing with butter; with lamb
chops outwardly crispy, inwardly
pink; with heaps of crisp, hash
brown potatoes; with necklaces of
little pig sausages; and with the
CPR’s crowning glory, those vast
mounds of bacon, the rashers sliced
so thinly and cooked so crisply that

each was formed into a perfect circle.
The service, as Van Horne himself
made clear in the advertisements he
personally created, was fit for a king
or a duke, The very first train to
leave Montreal in 1886 carried $3000
worth of silverware in its dining car.
There was no such thing as kitchen
cutlery on the CPR.

. I made my first transcontinental
Journey when I was 5 years old, a
child from a remote Yukon village
who had never seen a train before.
The effect was magical: the locomo-
tives like gargantuan metal dragons
snorting steam; the eerie tunnels
and snowsheds in the Selkirks; the
legerdemain of the upper berth ; the
measured clatter of the rails, insis-
tently hypnotic. : :

One afternoon, while crossing the
prairies, my 4-year-old sister and I
encountered the greatest magic of
all. A white cord ran the length of
our Pullman, high above the win-
dows. It invited us to swing upon it,
Presto! The train lurched to a stop.
We dropped down, scuttled off, made
ourselves small. The conductor
came dashing by. People leaped out,
milled around; and then climbed
back orf as the train groaned, puffed,
creaked, shook itself and clattered
off again across the plains. We said
nothing, but the cause and effect of
our actions was not lost upon us.

There are other memories: trying
to get one’s pants off in the dubious
privacy of the upper berth is one.
Trying to get one’s pants back on
again the following morning is an-
other. Both tasks required the flexi-
bility of a circus contortionist. The
upper berth had other disadvan-
tages. I once knew an army sergeant
who, late one evening, inveigled a
young woman into his upper berth.
They slept late. When they called
for the ladder they discovered that
the porter, with the CPR’s usual
efficiency, had made up every berth
except theirs, including the one be-
neath them.T would like to be able
to add that the rest of the passengers
applauded as the couple emerged
but, being Canadians, they averted
their eyes and buried their noses in
copies of the Family Herald and
Weekly Star.

These were not the best conditions
under which to see the country; and
yet, looking back on it now, I realize
that I did see it, in the kind of detail
that is denied me by the airlines. For
four nights and five days I watched

the geography and the history of the
land unroll like a Chinese scroll: the
old red brick and the old red barn-
board of the St. Lawrence littoral:
the shatteredwrock edging Lake Su-
perior’s grey waters; the rattle and

hustle of half a dozen cities; the |

muskeg desert; the little prairie
towns stretched tight along the line
of steel; the mulberry foothills roll-
ing up toward the crags; the engi-
neering miracles of the Selkirks—
serpentine tunnels, dizzy trestles;
the black canyon of the Fraser; the
green sponge of the rain forest; the
mining towns, railway towns, ghost
towns, farm towns of B.C. This was
Canada, and when you rode the rail-
way from one end of it to another
you caught something of its spirit—a
nation wealthy in its diversity,
stitched together by bands of steel.

-

g I O MUCH OF IT HAS
gone—gone with the Selkirk Loop,
melted away with the Illecilliwaet
Glacier. The railway towns are giving
up the ghost. The chatter of the
Morse key has been replaced by the
murmur of the Telex. The little sta-
tions have been carted off to be
turned into Boy Scout houses, com-
munity centres, restaurants or rub-
ble. Such place names as Langdon
and Shepard (the miracle contrac-
tors who built the Prairie section)
have all but vanished from the map.
Train travel is as old hat as the Fox
Trot, as obsolete as Barney Google, a
memory to be savored by a few
buffs who dress up in conductors’
uniforms and make recordings of
steam whistles. As for those of us
who cursed the CPR, who grumbled
over the size of the upper berths,
who complained about the cinders in
our eyes and the roughness of the
Superior trackbed, we did not realize
what we had. We took the passenger
train for granted as we took the
unity of the country for granted,
Only now, when one is gone and the
other threatened, have we begun to
care,

—-11—
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Fond farewell: Blocky VIA typ
will replace the CN squiggle

stations (above) ever see VIA
rail service or will the race
belong only to the swiftest
and most current of cities?

Coupling (right): A familiar
sight to children in railway
towns. This week also sees
the coupling of passenger

Question: Will ll pi 3
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Next stop Regina (left): Some—
regular rail travellers fear
that once VIA is in full swing
they will be unable to travel
from Montreal to Vancouver
without a change of trains

Terminal illness: Quebec
City's station (right) is
closed, its tracks gone,
its Great Hall empty, its
canopies roofing a market

_Fallen idol: In Winnipeg a
conductor (below) patrols his
train; to generations of kids
the train conductor was a
more romantic figure than
Guy Lafleur or John Glenn
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Departures (abm]: As rail-

way services decline, sales of
one-way tickets rise. Moose
Jaw's population-now: 32,274

CP Gothic: The train station !

in Golden, British Columbia
(right), is a classic example

Superior: The northemn Ontario
roadbed (left) always plagued
trainmen, but it was better

Table service: What air traveller does not miss this luxury?

maintained 50 years ago and |

high speeds were much safer

.Oue for the road: The nic
has always been that that

est thing about railway club cars

last drink never has to be coffee
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The railway station was once a fine barr shop location,
. butthose days have gone the way of two-bit haircuts and BayRum

— ." T
PR A Mt e
)

Y 4

,
i

I

E
n

i
!

i

|
i
il

080

£ 11te
£

|

£ Bl
EEA

]
e

: [ |
T
BB

Junction: Trains from Boston
and Montreal met in McA-
dam, New Brunswick (above)
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: Arrivals and departures: Train
1 boards (left) once had to be
.l changedhourly but these days
1 they seldom change at all

Economy: No yacht designer
ever used space more cleverly
than the men who created
railway roomettes (right)
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sleeping car porter (above)
and- his step recall a gentler
time. Airlines have not found
satisfactory equivalents

; it
Wise old Owls: Several citi- |
zens of McAdam, New Bruns-
wick, have 50-year railway
passes. The town’s retired
railway workers (right) get
together daily as the Owls
Club in their meeting hall

'tradilions and old equipment
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L " Inter-modal posseng’er frcnspor,toﬂo'n'sys'rem needed in Canada

‘ ' : ;

' Via Rail chief chcrms MPS' wri'h dream for fufure travel

‘_ : 'H-IEWDIDSOR STAR DFCEMBER 3 1977

(‘ SN ByJocn Cohen _
; . For Southam News Services

t i

OTTAWA — Back in 1969, when J, Frank Roberts
~ was general manager in charge of CN’s passenger ser-
. vices, he had to come before the Canadian Transport
! Comm:sslon with CN’s apphcauons for passenger
l ttain abandonment.

This was an ‘elaborate ritual the railways weve te-
s quired 10 go through to get the government 1o help:

cover rail losses, Community spokesmen would rise up

in fear and anger about the threat 1o their rail service,
. The CTC would — generally — turn the railways
3 down, and then and only then, wou)d the rail compa-
: nies becomcehglblc for aid,
'- " “It was the most frustrating thing I-ever went

through " Roberts recalled in conversation the other °
mght Part of his frustration, clearly, was that he be- "

' lieved in passenger trains. Par( of it was that nobody
¢ was trying to find out what kind ‘of transport service
‘I the communities really needed,

l This week Roberts, 56, was in Ottawa to appezar be-
fore the Commons transport committee. His rolc now
was 2 happier one, as president of VIA Rail Canada
' Inc., the new Crown corporation that by April, 1969

: will be fully charged wilh revitalizing, and managing,

i Canada’ spassenger railsystem.

¢+ Roberts' testimony, under a barrage of quesllons

E from committee M Ps, provided the first glimpse par-

e o e m o e i e e e e, o

[ Qe

liamentarians have had of Canada’s ra&l cg-:lcrn of the
{uture,

The picture emerged in fragmcnts. But Roberts” vir-
tuoso display of knowledge, ideas and emthusiasm
about the prospects and current problems, of the pas-
senger train left Liberals and Tories alike cheering.

At least they cheered the man, even if some were not
quite as convinced as their witness that the long deéline

of the passenger-train could really, be turned around,
_orits deficitscurtfed. - - ‘

Someiimes, as the questions came, he would wince
with pain at stories of travellers forced to catch their

.~ trains in the middle of the night, or wink with smiling

understanding at other tales of misadventures. @ -+ -
But then, as he told Maritime Tory Fred McCain
afterone parllcularly baleful description of a neglected

rail system: “I'probably had the best jobon therailway .
.. as vice president of CN’s St. Lawrence region and 1 -
. gaveit up for this job because I believe in the I‘uture of

therail passenger businessin Canada.”

Central to Robests’ planning, a constantly repeated‘

theme through his animated.testimony, is the idea of
co-ordinating train, bus and air service to *build an

inter-reodal pubhc passenger transortation system for .-

Canada.” And thatsysiem, he trusts, woudweardown

the 88 per cent of travel now done by car.

For Roberts, such a system means giving each

community the kind of transportation links that can
serve it best, It means, too, seiting up a service where
passengers can travel by a ..ombmauon oi' p]ane bus

. andtrain with asingle ticket.

~

——da

1

{Should there, for exémple. be a new htghway be-
tween Calgary and Edmonton as the Alberia govern-
ment now contemplates? he asked. Or would a brand
new type of rail service be a bettet buy?)

The federal government has promised that kind of
co-ordination in every recenl transport pohcy paper,
but without giving any indication as to how it would
achieveit. But Roberts told the committee he has been

Igmng 1o the pro\:nces trylng to get planhing in mo-

tion.

As he explained privately later, he sees V1A Railas_
being in the best position to act as middleman between -
the various mlerested parties to develop a co- ordmat-

-edsystem, . .

~ Ona'related theme, Roberts is adamam that passen~
ger lrain service be divided into three distinct types:
Transcontinental, with a single link from Halifax 10
Vancouver {and all praper amenities including, he
suggested, shqowers; intercity -—— where required; —

* and local trains, with service at convenient hours.

Also unveiled-in Roberts® qutck rundown of future

plans:

— Eonsolidation of terminals, where duphcations
ncw exist. He sees these becomiing transporiation
terminals, in the heart of cities, serving all publictrans-
portmodes,

— Wide use of self-propelled rail diesel cars. Ninety-

. ix such cars will be turned over to V1A Rail by CN

Aero—dynamlc nosecones would be aitached in front
i’ el

L

and CP. Raberts'says these cars would be totally rede-
signed, with better riding qualities and new interiors.

" the present 30 to 35 per cent leve

10 1mpr0vc cnergy efficiency and speed up running

time. The cars wili replace conventional equipment in

many areas. .
— Possible future takeover of 2n existing rail corpi-’
dor on the Quebec City 1o Windsor run, so that passen-
gerandireight trains are not competing for rail space. '
. — Use of hydraulic banking sysiems on trams, 10’
allow faster speeds on curves without disturbing pas-
sengers. He warns, however, that with Canada's heavy
freight loads bearing down on the tracks, train rides
willnever be as smooth as they are in Europe.
© = A [ive-year plan to increasc{)assenger loads {rom

lrdctmg more passengers, eliminating: deadwood

equipment and reducing’ train miles by 11 per oent :

There will be changes in the transporiation “mix,’
with some new trains added, others removed..

— A warning that with a new level ofserwce. ticket,
pricescan beexpecied torise, !
: “We do not know what rail can do for us in Canada ! '
yet,"'the czar-designate of passenger rail services told”
MPs early on in the hearing, “because we have neglect-
ed the rail mode. \»h:le other countries have been
buildingitup.'

But he added he had *‘absolute confidence™ in belng

able to bring the passenger trains back 1o life, \mh a
savingsio lhe taxpayers.

Joan Cohen is a frgclance “rlfer in Ottawa

Ld
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" Downtown was over-crowded'
*with the annual summer side

" 4walk sale, Photographers were
there too, taking pictures and
talking to people who were
boarding the buses, about how \
ind why they were theras, as |
: ;the C,N, was on strike in Wind-
(sor'and victnity, 8/23/73,
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ain travel

wr!i have 10 go to the ministry to negotiate contracts to
ithe anticipated deficit on each service, The government
ay 100 per cent of the losses, compared 1o 80 per cent

Cuylitz, policy chief of the transpdrt ministry's railway
ger development section, said in an interview the
nment will emphasize cost effectiveness in dealing with’

hinted the government would be holding the purse~
s tightly. “We will bave 10 see what sort of perfor-
they provide before deciding on any expansion of ser-

aim is to provide a true transcontinental service so
ngers can go between Halifax and Vancouver without
ing trains. Another is to hook into the Air Canadal
ations system and become part of an integratedi

———
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VEA Rail’schief
sees moreredink.
in the nearfuture
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! By Les Whlttlngton

Financial Times News Service
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OTTAWA — Federal government-subsidized Josses on rail-
. wiy passenger businss; now more than $200 million a year]
. will double by the mid-1980s under current transport policies
- says J. Frank Roberts, chairmun and president, VIA Rall
" Canada Ine.

- Roberts, speaking Tuesday to 2 meeting of the Roads and‘
-;Transporlauon Association of Canada, said it will take a
- major national effort to redress the neglect shown Canada’s,
ratl system inrecent years. ]
Canada, he said, is the jast major industrialized country in
the weorld 1o recognize the need for modern rail passenger ser-,
“vice, with striking resiilts: !

A J0-year-old car is just about an antique. A 10-year-old’
-comptiter belongs in,a museum. Yet in Canada today, the;
_uverageage of our ra:!equlpmenl is 25 years.” |

With the excepuon of certain equipment in Southwestern
+Ontario, he added, “there has been no new passenger equnp-1
ment since 1954,

. The lack of new equipment, he said, has led Canadians lou
(think that passenger trains have not progressed. “But they!
- have, in other countries where trains are regularly running at
- more than {25 miles an hour.”

~ Roberts advocated an integrated national system of rail, bus
and zir transport to upgrade Canadian passenger services. |

To do so, he suggested that a common set of accounting and |
 casting rules be developed which compare directly the costs of:
vproviding rail, bus and air service. The user-charges paid byu

airtines for use of airports do not nearly cover the adiministra-|
-1ion, maintenance and capital costs of airports. “Similarly, the.
+ bus companies pay only 4 fractlon of the cost of providing the

- highways on which they operate.’
" Current transport policies, Robert maintained, have ledtoa !
;**greal imbalance to the disfavor of the rail mode, which if
: corrected would lead to an attractive, efficient and modern rail | f
. passenger system.”

He said buses and rail should be looked atas cornpetltors for l
_trips of between 100 and 250 miles, and that for trips of be-f
- tween 400 and 500 miles, air and rail are competitors,

While saying that competition for passengers travellmg
‘those distances should be maintained, Roberts said air, raili
;and bus companies should co-operate in other respects lo
1 benefit the travelling public.

He advocated so-called intermodal service, the mixing ol‘

different modes of transport, and as an example cited the VIA!
‘service between Toronto and Ottawa, where some Toronto-
Montreal trains make a bus connection at ngslon for, Otta-
waand Hull.

Such transport arrangements can mean a greater choice of'
_departuretimes and good transittimes, he said,
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Business hzghlzgh ts -

- By Bob Meyer

Star Business Reporter

The Canadian National Railway expects to spend '
close 1o $95 million improving and expanding its trans-.
portation facilities in the Great Lakes Region in 1980,

CN’s Great Lakes Region includes Windsor in
Southern Ontario but excludes the Ottawa Valley and
points west of Armstrong in northwestern Ontario.

The costliest program will be the 157 miles of main-
land rail to be renewed in a number of Ontario loca-

_ tions at the cost of nearly $30 million. CN officials say
there are no major overhauls planned for Windsor,
other than maintenance.

. They said that while the transportation fagilities are
in sound condition overall, the need to renew and

- expand facilities in response to ever-growing,demand.

for efficient rail transportation is a fact of life.

The other monies will be spent on upgrading and
repldcing ties and switches where needed across the

the.northern districts, and i improvifig yards in a num-

ber of Eagtern Ontario terminals. The companytis also

spending close to $3 million on railway machinery and

locomotive overhauling. The capital spending will be
- almost 18 per cent higher that last year'stotal,

Bank offers RRSP guide -

The Bank of Montreal has available at its branches a
personalized Customer Contribution Guide for a
Registered Retirement Savings Plan.

The guides will be given to customers who want to
learn more about the plan, but will also make it easier

. for bank employees to outline to prospective custom-
. ‘erssome of the more important details.
The guide has been developed to assist individuals i in
- calculating their RRSP contribution limits and high-
lights key considerations for taxpayers at the time
- contributions are made. It is the product of an exten-
sive analysis of the problems facing customers in the
consistently changing area of RRSP legislation.

" Translation firm aids business

" More and more Windsor compames are expandmg
; ~ their operations to world trade, and should ‘know
about Traductor, a company which specmllzes in
trapslating business dealings between companles that
use different languages. : .
Proper translation of correspondence. contracts
. .catalogues and technical manvals can make the dlffer-

" ence between success and failure.

Traductor, a division of la Compagnie Nord- Amen—
can de Traduction Liee, hires specialists to do- the
translating. Stnce the company was founded in 1962, it:
has translated documents for thousands of corporate
clients in the U.S., Canada and Evrope, lts offices in

CNto spend $95 mdhon

1980
THF. WIN'D%Q@ aﬁz%gnans at ogr%ch:gl’dms?ted by a mansge-

. province, installing more than | 10,000 concrete ties in

Montreal, Toronto and Paris draw on over 200 000 - -

ment team of more than 40 persons.

"French is the language most often translated by the
speciallsts from and into all the languages commonly
used in the business world, including Russian, Spa-
nish, Arabic and Japanese, Al the offices are equipped
with word processing systems, graphic artists, typeset-

~ lersand printersto handle translating jobs of any size,

Business meetings in Windsor.

" An Increase in DOWn personal ana smar DUSITILSS
bankruptcies across the country is becoming a grow-
ingconcern ta most credit granters. :

And, adding insult Lo injury, credit granters are being
criticized as being a contributing factor in bankrupt- .
cies for over-extending creditto ailing firms. . n

For these reasons, a Bankrupicy Panel has been ar- .
ranged for the next meeting of the Credit. Granters °
Association of Windsor, to be held Jan. 22, at 5. 45
p.m.atthe Chicken Court Restaurant, -

Guest speakers will be Richard Hawrish of the lcgal-
firm, Weingarden & Hawrish, who will explain the
rlghts of credit granters and what the'steps are to main-
tain maximum security and Heather Bishop, of Prlce. :
Waterhouse & Company, accountants and trustees in
bankruptey, who will explain the role and duties of the' -

trustee,
# LE )

The Economic Conditions in thie Auto Industry will be
subject of discussion at the Jan, 16 meeting of the Scci-
ety of Management Accountants at G, Caboto Club
2175 Parent Ave,

Guest speaker will be Dr Roger Mende]s, an eco- .

" nomic advisor, In addition to. being a_professor of
economics at the University-of Windsor, Dr; Mendels
has served on the Carter Commiission for tax reform, .
asan economist for the Asian Reserve Bank in Malay-
sia and on the Imernatlonal Monetary Fund in Wa- .
shlngton . . '
‘ Ty '
Frank Smith, director of employee relallons at St,
Clair Col]ege, will be guest speaker at a meeting of
local members of the Canadian Tooling Mandfactur-
* er's Association Jan, 23 at the Madrid Notor Hotei ‘

25300uellette Ave, .

'Smith, who also sits on a Chamber of Comrnerce
Task Foree studying local apprenticeship programs,
will discuss the [atest steps which have been taken by -
educators and tooling manufacturers, to upgrade local
apprenticeshi ipprograms.

Walter Koehler, an honor graduate.of the University -
'of Windsor and now a tax planning specialist, witlbe | |,
‘guest speaker at the Jan, 22, 6 p.m., meeling of The .
Business & Proflessional Women's Club of Windsor, at -
Mario's Restaurant, ’

" Koehler is presently with Merrill Lynch of London\.
afax p]annmg firm of accountants. .
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Windsor i dlrectfy linked i into a new computer:zed nauonal
reservation system being introduced by V1A Rail on March 1.

=

oes computer\

]" Al Windsor; terminals have been already installed mcludmg
two CRT display screens and an automatic ticket printer, \

:'I linked with the main computers in Toronto and the national

. newwork, Jocal employees have been training in Toronlo to
.. | familigrize themselves with the system, -

" The startup cost for the nationwide system is $9 nmillion,"A~ \

i second phase will link the rail service with Canadian national ;

X and regional air serwces hotel chains und car rental compu- J

I"IICS et e e . L e e

To be known as RESERVIA, the new system will make a. :

cross-country trip as easy to arrange asa trip lo Montreal by

providing computerized information, reservation and auto- :

maticticketing:

Reservations will be confirmed immediately and, if certain
dates or types of accommodanon are not available, alterna-
tives will be suggested

The system is similar to the Air Canada ReserVac 1l system

which is one of the best in the world, There will be some 300

CRT display terminals and 70 computer-operated ticket prin-

_tewsacross Canada, mcludm_g?Q,Y_lAsaIesol‘ﬁccs_ e

J
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*There won't be any miracles in railway passenger service -
When Via Rail Canada Inc. goes into operation April 1, Via
President Frank Roberts says.

But more Canadians can expect to be travelling by train
in the years to come,

Central to Roberts’ belief in the future of train travel is the
"use of trains as part of an integrated, inter-city system com-
blnmg bus, air and rail,

* Roberts, in an interview aboard a train to Ottawa from
" Montreal, where Via has its head office, said he doesn’t want
1o start a war with bus companies and airlines.

. "“"We have to sit down with them and develop a system that ..
will make it as attractive as possible for Canadlans to travel
by public transportation.

“Right now, 88 per cent of inter-city trips are by car, and
for trips under 500 miles, that rises to 92 per cent.”

Integrating different forms of tramsit would mean co-

ordinated schedules, single tickets, and common stations,
preferably downtown.
! “We shouldn’t be looking just at rgilway stations. We
-should be looking at transportation centres where you could
have buses, rail and tranSportation to airporls. The service’
_has to be convenient, or people won't use it.”

Roberts, 55, was named presidefit and chief execuuve of-
ficer of Via Rail afler a railway career that began in- 1939
when he was a machinist apprentice. He became vice-
president for Canadian National Railways' St. Lawrence
region in 1972,

Via was established by the federal government last March
as an arm’'s-length subsidiary of CN to take over passenger
trains operated by CN and Canadian Pacific Railway,
eliminating duphcanon between the two railways and cutting
the deficit on the service, now running at mere than $200
million annually.

With Canadian passenger trains running about lwo-th:rds
empty, Via is aiming for a 60-per-cent load factor, about
what the airlines now have. o

Via’s five-year plan calls for a 15-per-cent rise in
-passenger-miles, combined with an 11-per-cent reduction in
train-miles and a 2]-per-cent reduction in car-miles. This
‘means fewer long-distance trains and the use of self-
‘propelled rail diesel cars on some runs instead of conven-
-tional locomaotive-drawn trains.

Roberts said there won't be many immediate changes
when Via takes over, The bulk of the current CN and CP
1ﬂects,- which lotal about 1,400 units of passenger rolling:

istock end average more than 25 years in age, will continuein .

'Operamn for years to come. But linoleum {looring is being
replaced by carpeting and other changes are making the cars
brlghter and more comfortabie.

The 96 rail diese! cars Via is inheriting from CN and CP
are built of stainless steel, *and their bodies and underframes
are just as good as the day they were built.” -

In 1980, Via. will begin to take delivery of its new LRC
(light, rapld and comfortable) equipment—50 coaches and -
22 locomotives built and designed by a Canadian consortium
headed by  Bombardier-MLW Inc, of Montreal,

Via will be meeting with each of the provinces to help-
decide which routes should be served, he said, but the final

to attract tl

7

b o e sy

pUbh@ to.

decision will be up to the Canadian Transport Comm issibn.
which is evaluating passenger services to see which shouild be
continued and in what form, ~
" As the train rolled west along CN tracks, another train ran
alongside it on CP tracks, leaving Montreal and arriving in
Ottawa only minutes later, “That's the sort of duplication -
we're going to end,” Roberts said,
Vi CN and CP will opérate the trains under contract with
ia.
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Fran__k Robg_is, presndent of Via Ra1l
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Travelling by rail
s THE WINDSOR STAF}, NOV,. 8, 1977
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HALIFAX (CP) — Passenger train travel is on the rise

again, thanks in part to the enerpy cr:s:s says Via Rall prcsn~.

" dent]. Frank Roberls,
Via Rail’s passeniger volumes have been increasing at 10to .

tourism and theenergy crisis here,
Gasoline prices and the trend to smaller, less comfortable

~ automobiles are turning people away from jong automoblle.'t

" trips, he said. The impact on the tourist industry is a rise in |

final destination trips, especially to resorts, which are already
, showing a revival, and an end 1o the short-lived era of luxuri-
. ous motor homes,

*Go long-distance by air :
Airlines will be the recipients of most of the Iong-dtstance

. direct-destination business, and buses will become increasing-,

- ly important for short tri
areas, Roberts said.
[ But train travel will be “'pivotal” in mcdlum-d1slancc dnrecti
*trips from city to city. It may also be popular for long-distance *
“{OuTS,
Airlines are rapid|ly resigning themselves (o the fact that they
*will be forced to abandon short-haul routes, he said. They
were being edged out by energy costs and by the dcregu!auon
Arend in air travel, which is causing pressure for airlines to.
raise their profitable long-haul rates which have been cross-
subsidizing the less profitable short-hauli rates,
Just as resorts such as St. Andrews, N.B. are already enjoy- i

mg a revival, 50 is Via rail enjoying an increase in Iong-dlslance
LOUrs.

ps and for carrying tourists lo remote”

1

i
1
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' Canada as a destination,” Raberissaid.

T Y"From salés results this year 1o dalc we now believe that Vial:™
“is by long odds the largest wholesale tour packager sellmgi

LE

Photgby CANADIAN PRESS
warns not to expect miracles in April -

[ ]
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The Atlantic tourism industry can rcgam F strong position in

the U.S. market, but only ifit oreates attractions for tourists. -
He told of one traveller asking “Aflcr three days ofpaslorali

ar...agam

-, sales, statistics now indicate thal we will actually exceed 1'9?!3j

12 per cent each year since 1976, Roberts lold a conferenccon

*While at the bcgmnmg of the year we were optimistically *’ s

nery, whatdo [ do?”" '
forecasting a possible 50 per cent increase in packuaged tour | sencry

"1t is not an idle question. Ifpeople are nelanger \nsmng lhls
f area to the extent they oncedid, is it because they can no longer
 come here, or is it because they no Iongcr cdretlo?”

| [evels by 20 per cent. And 1978 was a good year, wilh sales
exceeding those of 1977 by an impressive 70 per cent,”

"

* New concept for travel ' LT
Ever since Via was created three years ago, it has argued rorf %g Rall Bowed JUNE 6 1980 §
-“intermodality,” a concept by which the best combination of; : . PRER
modes — air, rail or bus— would be figured out. [ . TO Maplewwd

“In other words, what we are saying is that buses meet mar-'
. ket demands in the 0-250-mile range. Trains have a Ioglcal
- market in the 100-500 mile range while plam:s have theirin the!
over-400range. -

Asked in an interview later if intermodality could mean that|
intercontinental train servicecould someday be eliminated, he:
said the possibility has not been ruled out.

Roberts also said the 10 LRC — Light, Rapid, Comlortable; |

— trains that Via has on order from Montrea) Locomotive| flo go by train.
"Works and Dofasco Ltd. will not be delivered until 1981, six|
; months to a year later than scheduled, because of strikes and’
, other problems. ’

1 Raberts noted that automobile traffic from lhe eastern Unit.
‘ed States has been declining. .
Rupert J, Tingley, president of CN Marine Ltd., also re-
* ferred to that decline,

: Ferry service showed decline

The trend showed up ip the ferry service as a decline in traf-
fic on both of CN Marine's Yarmouth-to-Maine suns, Whllcj
‘traffic from central Canada remains steady and from within
- the Atlantic provinces is increasing,

. 'l‘he-.120 Maplewond sttl-‘
.dents who almost didn't go to
'Storybook Gard;a:as :e;:ause
'Via Rail cancelled their re-
servations, went happily on trip went off as scheduled.
their way on Tuesday. . One of the classes visited its

Four grade 2 classes wem " exchange school in London.
Via ‘Rail "

officials to change
.mind.

the trip was cancelled, .
" Teacher Bob  Sinclalr.
wasn’t taking that notice as
ifinal. He called the l]-loca]

ember of parllament, Hon,
?El-:‘ugene Wlfelan. the Fasex The Maplewood  group
iCounty Board superintend- totalled 136, with about 26
[ent G. Seguin, and any other teachers and parents includ-

[influeatia! persons he knew. ed.

FE

tours when it ‘was reallzed
fares failed to cover the cost

* t

so to provide the service.

|
|
|
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CANADA SOUTHERN RATI.WAY

The building of The Canada Southern Railway (which became part of the New York Central System)
vas the second railway to be constructed in the early part of the 1870's which ran betwaen the
Nisgara and the Detroit Rivers. This line had connections with the United States at elther ende It
cut disgonally across Essex County from Tilbury to Gordon just above Amhergtburg. and opened up the
interlor of the county to lumbering operations amd sgricultural settlement. Within twenty five or
thirty years following the opening of this line forests throughout the interior of Rssex County were
largely cleared and by the end of the century there was little unsettled land lefte This line passed
into the hands of the Michigan Central Rallwdy at the begiming of 1883, at which time the so-called
Esgex “cut-off* was opened between Essex Centre and Windsor which crossed our township of Sandwich
South, Newspaper items kept the public informed of progress in surveying, Large amounts of timber
vere sold for railway tles and the construction afforded profitable emplogment to labourers. Its
western terminus was planned to be Chicago. By usihg the Windsor and Detroit crossing the Canada
Southern Railway could connect directly with the Michigan Central at Detroit, The Essex to Amherstburg
line became merely a branch line. The Canada Southern was leased in 1883 by Michigan Central and in
1930 became New York Central property., Pemn and New York Central merged their lines in 1966.

The Canada €emixal Southern Railway left its mark in our township in the form of a huge gravel
Plt on the farm of the Frith family ( Mr, & Mrs. Wo. Henry Frith (Rlizabeth Amelia Thorne) on NeT.R.
Gravel for the road bed was dug from this farm until the huge pit resulted where today our children
still enjoy it in summer, making rafts for rafting and in winter to slide and skate one In the mid
1970'e a 40 acre portion of this farm was sold to an Itelian Club firm (Clociaro lub) and in early
Febguary, 1977 a §l.2 Million CQub Building was opened, Mrs. Percy Trith, Sre still resides in the
Ploneer Frith homestead but has scld the remainder of the farm to Frank Iafferty and his brother,
loesl area farmera,

A FEW INCIDENTS AT TUYHED OUR TOWNSHIP BY THIS RATLROAD

Septe 11, 1896 ~ In Supreme Court in Sandwich a jury awarded Bdward Mooney of Sandwich Seuth
$6,740.00 and costs in his action against the Canadian Southern Railway for the death of two sons kilM
at Talbot Street Crossing in Essex, in October, 1895,

July 28th, 1905 - Fred McCarthy, Michigan Central Railway and Persé Marquette agent at Pelton’
narrowly escaped death when the hand car he was operating returning froan Walkerville was struck by a

Pere Marquette Mrelght care sept, 4, 1908 - MC,R Co. closed thair atation at Pelton,

~Septs 23, 1910w The Michigan Central Railway Tunnel between Windsor and Detroit, over two miles
long, opened for traffic, It was to cost 210 Million Dollars. .

Jane 3rd., 1958 —~ Truman Flexen, Station agent for the Pelton Junction for many years was moved
to Leamington, Nov. 29, 1907 = John Smih moved to Maidstone Cross to take over the M(R Station there
' ' ' ' from Je J. Walhh
Oct. 16, 1958 ~ A symbol of a way of 1life will soon be missing from the home of Mr. & Mcs,. Fred
Gray of Qldcastle; for one thing the lunch paill Mr. Gray carried for 40 years as & railroader will be
thrown away, - It has withstood the rigors of temperature extremes along the New York Central right-
of-yay from Niasgara-on-the-Laké to the middle of the Detroit River,

. Forced to retire a year ahead of achedule, he 13 6/ years 6ld, because of a bad hearte A native
of Ridgetomn, he started to work as & track lasbourer there for the then Michigan Central Rallway in
1918. He was made Section Foreman at Niagara ¥alls in 1922 and at Pelton in 1925, He was foreman at
numercus other stops on the main line before becoming Yard.Foreman at Windsor in 1950, Mr. & Mrs.
Gray purchased a home here on the Oldcastle Sideroad within a stones throw of the Hamlet of pldcasﬂs
and lived here since 1939, ,

Their only child (adopted) (Flizabeth Marie) now Mrs, Elmer ‘Herdmsn was educated here &t S. S.
No., 6 Public Schocl on Hwy, No, 3. This school was renamed (Percy McKee School) following the
adoption of the Sandwich South Area System., Tollowing her marrisge she and her husband lived on his
farm on what was commonly called "™School Lane), now "Outer Drive), until officials of Highway No. 400
purchased too much of their farm acreage as to make it unprofitsble to work it as such, The highway
took a strip directly behind their farm home the entire length of the farm, then they teook up
residenve on a farm near Rssex,

Mr. Gray admits some rough times trying to keep the switches open during bad weather, once beirg
out 48 hours straight in a blizzard, before coming home to change clothes and get something hot to
eat, He fell on a2 snowdrift just as he was leaving to go back to work and couldn't get up, It was
straight to bed for him,

Dec. 8, 1961 - The old Pelton Tower at the Michigan Central and Chesapeske & Ohio Railway would
7e done away with very shortly. No more switches would be thrown from the Pelton Siding and present
operators would be elther tranaferred or out of a job, ALl car loadings now from thie area would
iikely be billed from the Walkerville Junction, People doing business with the agents Ted Wright anmd
wilf, Bondy and others would mlss their friendly exchanfe over the phone, especially at the Oldcastle
to-0p who use this service frequently. Iate Pelton Tower men Fred Moore end Walliam Washbrook, natives
of this district will no doubt haunt the progress makers of today,

Feb, 4th., 1927 -~ €, H. Churchill, Agent of M.C.R. at Maldstone Cress since 1892 retired ater
35 years, He was 70 years of age and startad to work for the M.C.Re. in 1885, Teb. 10, 1939 - He passed
ed 82 yrs, — Lived in. the village for 48 years.
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* "...The steel rails still ain't
-heard the news :
Theconductor sings his songs
again,
‘The passengers wil} please
refrain...' .
‘This train’s got the disappea-

rin’reilroad blues..”
- —Steve Goodman
EDITOR’S NOTE: The

death of the steam locomotive
20 years ago launched a wave
of nostalgia that still hasy't
subsided.

-~ Across North America,
‘enthusiasts have jained togeth-
£r 10 promote every facet of
the bygone era, from model
railroads to the restoration of
rolling stock and buitdings. -

. The old Canada Southern-
‘Penn Central station in Essex
‘is treasured for its design and
construction and the local
‘branch of the Canadian Rail-
rozd Historical Asseciation
‘has been strugaling desperate-
‘1¥to Keep it alive.

« Unfortunately, they‘ve been
‘blocked at almost every turn

and it seems the station's

L3

comic-opera past may well be

its future as well,.. -

ESSEX — It's survived two
explosions and fire a major
and it's withered from negject
for years,

The fieldstone train station,
a symbol of pioneer railroad-
ing in Southwestern Ontariq,
may recover despite the ray-
ages of vandals, the perfidy of
Wintario and a general lack
of interest from almost every-
one, _

It’s been a rocky road for
the 83-year-old structure that
began life as a stop on the old
‘Canada Southern Railway,
‘And, although those in-

“WE PROBABLY spent
$3,000 in long-distance tele.
hone calls trying to find out
first, what was happening,
and second, why we were
turned down,” said Annett,
"*We had been told we quali-
fied when we first applied in
1976, '
**Last September, we finally
gotour grant— §3,000."

But Wintario was only one .

problem.
The Canadian Pacific Rail-

way promised the CRHA it -

could have a boxcar, on a sid-
ing near the station. The CPR
shortly afterward scrapped
the car and hauled away the
wreckage, - -
“1 gless maybe it was a
mixup, or something,” said
Annett, charitably, “They
thought we didn’t want it any

more or they were confused,”

Anyhow, we don’t have it.”

They also don't have the
observation car that is on g
private siding near the sta-
tion. That had to be sold (for
$1) when the club couldn't
afford to have someone move
it across the tracks and could
find no way to do it them-
selves,

THEY STILL HAVE the

right of first refusal, however,
should the observation car-
cum-warehouse be ready
once more {or the scrap heap,

There is yet another coach

in the organization's posses-
sion ~— donated by Annett

~and Mike Mcllwaine. It is

volved have -put forth their -

best efforts, progress has
been abysmally slow.

“Some people maybe-werea
little oo optimistic when we
first got going on this proj-
‘ect,” said Ken Annett, of the
Canadian Railroad Histori-
cal Association (CRHA). *It
certainly hasn’t been a bed of

‘roses. We've run into a Jot of -

obstacles,™ Those obstacles
include the lopping of $30,-
000 from a $33,000 gramt
request by Wintario. It was a
blow from which the organi-
zation almost didn't recover,

sitling on a private siding in
Windsor behind Producer’s
Cold Storage at Howard and
Shepherd.

Even getting it that far was
no mean feat. No line wants
old, potentially dangerous,
rolling stock on its rails, even
forshort distances, :

But the life of the station
hds always been troubled. In
1907, it was Lhe site of a dyna-
mite explosion that killed two
traimmen and ratiled win.

. dowsin Detroit.
It was closed by.a mill fire -

and another massive blaze in
the 1970s. that partially
ruined a row of nearby busi-
nesses, '

In February, yet angther
explosion rocked the area,. as
a traffic accident touched off
escaping natural gas on the

same  block _partially de-

X ; : RS
The Canada Southern Penn
s_tr;;oyed in both the previous
explosion and the later fire,
WITH ALL THAT against
it, it’s a wonder the station

has survived at all, let alone
remain a fandmark for the

‘0ld Canada Southern Rail-

way, the line that opened
Essex County,

Association  members,
many of them former or cur-

remt railway men and/or -

miniature - hobbyists, . got

together in 1975 to explore-

their mutual interests.

Eight short months later,
they had a long-term lease on
the station from Penn Cen-
tral, which, in'one of ils cor-
porateincarnations, included
the rolling stack and assets of*
the Canada Southern.

. Penn Cé;il_’:_;a_}__— now jtself

absorbed by the monolithic

ConRail - had done nothing *

with the station since it was.
abandoned in the 1960s, Asa
result, according to an article
in_The Star in July, 1976,
“The abandoned station was
amess, insideand out".
_Luckily, the story refated,
the association was able to
find someone who remem-
bered the station in its heyday
and who was able to give.
specific directions about re-
storing it 'to its circa-1920
condition, (Although * the:
struciure was built 'in. 1897,
restoring it .to its origina)
condition would have
beyondthe club’s resources,
THAT ONE person’s help
has been augmented by assis.

tance from'others, such as the 1

Ron Bondy family, who thens
resided’ on Cameron Street’
} .

across from the station,

When they bought their
house, they discovered the
previous owners had left
behind about 500 pounds of
railway safe that had origi-
nally been in the station,;
They donated itto the associ-;
ation, :

But it took another Essex
resident ~ Ciiff Cox — to get .
itmoved with a hydraulic lift.

Andpther local people have
donated time and artifacts, ’
everything from signal ian-
terns to spikes,

Thetown itself has annually
forgiven the $700 or so in
taxes it Eould have collected
fromtheclub, - o

Cpemicals that turned the

4 time, vandals have broken in,

‘takes a

¢en -

When it came time, four.
years ago, for brick cleaning

.and restoring, it was the

combined efforts of Windsor
Brick Cleaning and Fssex

trick, -,

DESPITEALL THE help,
however, it/ simply isn't
enough to keep things going.

The vrganization is virtual-
ly without funds and all the
work being done is strictly |
voluntary, The roof needs
replacing, for example, but
no_one has come glong with
free materials or anything
elseto helpout,

.And, for the umpteenth

spraypainting obscenities all
over the one set of freshly
painted wails, :

"It figutes,” said Annett.
- It's disheartening, and it
_ died-in-the-wool
enthusiast to keep going. The
association somehow.manag-
esto keep plugging away.

Thereare plans thissummer
to keep the station open all
during the second annual
soybean festival, Eventually,
the club hopestoturnitintoa
full-time museum.

“The federal government

e e e o,

| hassaid it would operate such

a museum on a day-to-day
basis,” said Annett, “*We are
still collecting artifacts and _
things we can exhibit — right
now we have over 300 —
from the glory days of
steam,” |

BUT EVEN WITH collest-
ing artifacts, there are prob-
lems.

Everyone, it seems, enjoys
steam-era nostalgia -— the
wailing whistles that were
once part of the Southwest-
ern Ontaric countryside have
evoked a desire to collect |
anything relating to the old -
coal-burning locomotives, |

“The antique dealers have
moved in and they’re pushing ;
prices very high,”, said An-
nett, **We'd like to have some
place for the average persan
to go where he can see these
things. :

" “N’s like that song (by J&ni

Mitchell): *Don’t it always
seem (o go, that you don’t
know what you've got *til it’s
gone — they paved paradise
and put upa parking lot.>

In spite of e.\_rr.-_.[_yilling‘._as far |

“as the.this. group is -

vwayslation... ..

»

g
! K0
cerned, it'll be a:’longz‘,t_i}n";'r

wma e  ar S

before any parkinglots go up‘j

on the site of the Essex_rail-}
Py T ..‘.h.j

- o T S,
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THE WINDSOR STAR - Oct. 21, 1972: The oldest employee of the Penn Central Railroad in Canada in
terms of length of service has retired., After 47% years with Penn and its predecessor, the New York
Central Railroad. Oscar Palmer has celled it quits less than two weeks short of his 65th birthday
(it's October 30th) and has taken his pension, Born in Windsor where he started service with the
railroad in the yard, served as a brakeman, and wound up the balance - and majority — of his career
as a conductor, Mr. Palmer of 2748 Dandurand Blvd., had a crack at every track of Penn Central. in
Southern Ontario. With the exception of a year and a half when he worked out of St. Thomas, Mr, Palmer
was stationed in Windsor. Greeting him as he completed his final run this week, on a train loaded with
soybeans, were his wife, Madelynne and the couple's sons-in-law and daughters, Norman and Texas Renawd
of 10475 Clairview Blvd., and Hohn and June Labadie, of 3720 Morris Dr,., and families,

June 4, 1968 - Sandwich South Council asked Penn Central Railway (Mich, Tentral) to take lmmediate
steps to repair its crossings at Concesslions 8 and 9, two of the busiest roads in the township system
as school busses, farm vehicles and trucks use these crossings extensively,

Rafting on Frith's Pit 74
Summer of 1950 _
From L. to R, - Marilyn Frith §
daughter of Mr, & lMrs, Percy '
Frith Sr, and grandaughter
of the Frith family who owned
the farm at the time the pit
was formed by taking the gravel
to build the roadbed for the
Canada Southern Railway; and
her neighbor friend Marjory
Barr, age 13, daughter of mr,
& Mrs, John Barr, Both girls
live on North Talbot Road,
Sandwich South Township,
Mapilyn was 14 at the time,
Far picture is another neighbor
friend, Edwin Crowder, age 11,
enjoying the gravel pit
rafting sporte He is the son
of Mre & Hrs. W,A.Crowder of
Walker Road in the near Weinity
His mother is curator of
Oldcastle W.I, and has
compiled this history.
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o % | Seventy Years Ago
Itemis culled from the files ! A

.| of the Essex Free Press for|
| the week of July 29th, 1910,

y - |
The first train came !

M.C.R. Freight Shed Explosion 1907 =i
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Passenger Tram 352 pulle. out of Wmdsor Slatlon for last time =

:noney.

e o

~ renn Central,
the depot for passenger service because il doesn’l make

By JIM CULLEN

One Windser passenger

\ 3

city for last time

Penn irain leaves

“We all feel kind of down in the dumps,” said Jim
Olmstead, Penn Central conductor, just before he called all
. apoard for the last time.

‘there was only. one passenger—Miss Irene Helmer o
Welland—at the station on Pelletier Street for the final ride.
«Other passengers earlier boarded in Detroit. After today
* there will be no Penn Central passenger service for Windsor.

‘which has filed hankruptey, is closu:g

F‘r

Mr, Olmstead’s train left Windsor at 8:55 a.m. for New
York via St. Thomas, Welland and Fort Erie.
It's no use just saying they're taking the train service
off'. . . they're taking a service off people who need it—your
mother and my mother,” said George Curtis, senior pas-
senger conductor. He's been railroading for 57 years ana
vetires ‘in a month,
Mr. Curtis said he's found that 25 per cent of people us-
. ing the service were travelling’ because of sickness or death
in the family.
The number of people using the servlce has dropped off
drastically in the past few years. :
He said people who travelled by train were, for the most
part, people who couldn’t travel by plane or bus.
~*“They just lost their boots and cut it out, that’s all;’
.aused John Hoover, baggage master, He s been at the depot
ror 29 years.
He recalled that 12 years agu the depot was ‘“busy,
husy, busy."
There were 12 trains a day running between Detrolt
“Toronto, Buffalo and New York.
Mr. Hoover noted that until about four years ago the
Canadian Pacific railway company also operated from the
Pelletier Street depol.
The Canadian.Pacific moved its operation to a depot at
. Tecumseh Road and Crawford Avenue,' The CP rarlroad
wperates_one passenger-train per day hetween Wmdsor a““'\.

£ o ln eav Wmd at 7 2
platl'orm as Lhe 352 east
~ New York pulled in the station [ur the last time.

'bound l'rom Detmlt and headmg for

; o Photos™ by Cec Southwam’ é

1 5 . i

- SEOT. 4, 1908 - M®R Go. closed their I — : : : st b
Station at Pelton '

The M.CeRe reduced the pay of

| MAY 5th, 1611 - E.F.P.:
'l :
!I section men to 10¢ a day. : 1

- Miss Irene Helmer is lone _I;.l'aL
& d - passenger: on last stop



" The Real Siory. of Essex’
Explosion of August 10th,
C 1907

{ Tha rdllowlng account is taken!
axactly as pubifshied In the Fred
Press of Auguat 16th, 1807, . 3

A terrific explosfon of a ton of
dynamite, in g box car on tha
tracks in the M.C.R, here
at 10:16 on Saturday mornlng
last killeé¢ two men, seriously In-
jured four others and slightly in-
jured many in differentfparts of
Town andentailed monatary losa
estimated at from $160,000 to
$260,000. .

The explosive waa io a box car
shipped from the State of Pean-
sylvania, consigned to Dunbar &
Suillvan, at Ainhergtburg, for nse
in their dredging operation la the

here on the :.local frelght traln
Friday night and left for the Am-.
herstburg ~branch train to takel
inte Amherstburg next morning.i
The train crew hed been doing
their yard work and at 10:15 were
making up their tmin for the
*Burg when the explosion occir
ed, The train was to conalst of
the hox car contalning the ex-
vlosive, a car of coal a hox car
of treighf, the coach. , -

Of the train crew David Cot-
trell and J. Madigan, the enginesr
and fireman, ware In the sngine,
Joseph McNary and Leo Conlin,
the two brakamen, were making
up the train and the copductor
Thomas Barry, was siapding on
the platform Iin front of the ata-
tion, not having hoarded the train.
The third rails from the north
aside of the track, in the yard,
are used for the Amherstburg
train and the freight cars had
been brought from the other sid-
inga in the yard onto the Am-
herstburg track and wera belng
shunted back to coujfle ‘onto the
coach. Brakeman Conlin was rid-
ing on the car containing the ex-
plosive, hanging onto the iron
ladder on the. north gpide, and
brakeman MeNary was alongside
the train to signal’ the engineer

came together, the expleston oc-
cured. The report was distinctly
heard and felt as far away as
Detroit, whera windows were
troken, As moat of the Town doc-
tors were in the country msaking
calls and 1t was not koown how
‘many might beshert,-orteleplio

call was sent to Windsor for meds

Detroit Rlver and was broughtl

| The hole left {n the ground un-

for the coupling. Just as the cars.

Y Pireman Madigan was also thrown
out of the engine and.seriously
injured. He was also removed

!| Conductor Barry, who waa shout

Jto enter the station office door,|.
was knocked down and severely

cut on the face, haad, body and
limbs. He was attended to by Dr.
1A, W. Keane,

| The Presbyterian Church sul-
fered only alightly with gervices
held on Sunday, in morning by
Rev. Rbas and {n evening by Rev.
5. R. MecVittle,

held servicea a3 uaual with Rev.
G. B. Ward officiating. ‘The Me-
thodiet Church was so0 badly
wrecked that no service waa held
in it on Sunday. The LaingRitchie
Planing Mill was tolally destroy.
ed. Mike Farough, Bert Esseltine
and Fred Gilbos, employees, were
in the end of the bullding near-
eat the explosion, suffered oanly
minor infuries, Messra. Rltchie,
Johnston and Wyman were in the
front part of the bullding, escap-
ed uninjured,

der the car of exploaives, was 20
feot across gnd 12 feat desh.
The freight shed, about 200 fest
east of the explosion, was &
wreck, however those In the bulld-
ing, Mesars, David Hesas, Del
Hess, Bert Burling, Rabt, Bur-
ling, Ear]l Hess and Herb Baugh-

NOTES
A large plece of rail was hurl-
ed through the back window of

E!t-o Hotel Dieun, in the afterncon. a

the Methodiat |
minister. The Anglican Church|

man, were not aeriously injured.|-
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_Residents who live along
County Road 46 (old 98
Highway) are complain-
ing about 'the Penn
Central train ., activity
which has caused 3 or 4
dangerous fires in .the
area. o :
~ Neighbours informed
. the Times that . early in

f placed old ties with new
+ones and the old wood
“was thrown by the side
-of the track, The ties are
1soaked -in Kreosote, a

tkreosote, the Sandwich
'South residents say,

waier when it catches
“on fire., . ° '
The neighbours can't
“figure out what Penn
- Central trains are doing,
: but whenever the trains
. pass from Maidstone to

Robert Wolfe's house; or Arthur

' Passenger traffic (where didit:
' %go to) was soheavy, on MCR that!

Piraln Wb, 28 hiad to be run in:
"¥give sections ‘and

t Nop, 17,
xm__twes'§.ﬁ51@&_é?53/%§_ Ny

ythe 8th concession of
“Sundwich South town-

ship. **it’s like fireworks’

going off"'in the smoke-
stack. The carbon burn-

! ing. or whatever it is,

. sets off the brush by the

-cerned  abuut
' the spring. crews fe-

swood preservative, The
‘had wood stacked

ican’t be ‘put out with.

side of the tracks. It's

only between the S8th
concession - and Maid-
stone that there’'s any
problem, say the resi-
dents.

The Sandwich South
fire department has
been out a number. of
times and are very con-
the ha-
zards to. ncarb} huomes,

The Penn Central

enn Central
causing fires .

SANDWICH SOUTH —
. wich South township of-
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has phoned the Sand-

R PP TP

fices ahd Penn Central |
to see if something could |

* be done. The municipal

office requested a writ“J
ten statement of the |
problems. The residents I
say this will' be forth- |

--coming. The Penn Cen- |

tracks fun several hund- .

red feer behind the

Kouses. Mrs. Donaldson

is on¢ of the neigh-
bours complaining. She
up
neatly for winter use,

and it caught on- firg .-
about 2 weeks ago. The .

weeds and burning ties
were making 'so much
smoke that jhe couldn™t
see the “exient of the

fire, By the time. she’

could, it was too lae.
Mrs. Donaldson re-
planied grapes along the

.tion for dgstroyved pro-
perty. - .

fence which borders the

track - arca. They have

. been sdorched so badly

that this years harvest

?. FET

has been ruined, She

“fire: They threw dirt or

tral lice stared that the .
HEX v ore gaintt [0 by |
piched v, Fay chan ghe d
crew wils 5 Lrting ¥

theothee ol no-l oL

‘questioned how Lir

that: mwas, OQue  Penn |
Central spokosmai ind
cated that'ihe tizs Wwerk s
nol. supposed o - Lavy
bean {cft thete. —

- A crew i theepail
way Bne . was Sent odf !
the, <lay aber.ihe. Lus,

the sl smouldering
tics. That was i no
cleanup of reconypiensa

¢
!

4

The Times. (:nmaulg_q

Jr
- - . x
Penn Central ~and

“first. the vard said thaty

no-une was in charge of |
* Continugd on

jcal aid, Four doctors Dewm',:‘
Cruickshank, Ashbaugh and Heare:

came out to render first ald. l‘n?[ : & A ARy g

less than forty minutea reporters.
from Detrolt daily papers had
arrived on the spcene.

The first body found was that
1of Joseph McNary found under
the end of the car of coal, cher-
red beyond recognition, His right
band had been blown off and
tound near th Wm. Trimble home.
Parts of Conlin's hody were found
fn the trees and grasd, one part
wag against G, J. Thomas' fance
over 200 yards away. A. 0. Stim-
ers, the station agent, was stand-
ing on the south side of the
track alongside the engine. He
recelved several gashes oh ths
side of his head and face, had
his right arm badly tern on the
insida and his left lag badly cut,
Dra. Bowie, Brien and Doyle
dresged his injuries and in the
afternoon he was taken by an
&L.CR. Special, to Hotel Dieu, in
{ywindsor. Enginesr Cottrell was
thrown ont iof the engine cab and
although badly hurt was able to
walk to Dr. Doyle's offteg where
his infuries were attended to by
Dr. McCabe, Mrs. Doyle, Mrs. 8.
| Smjtn_ang Miss Ethel Gormley,

o ———
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.,'l_r'-e

back yards. This wood was belng stored for winter use on private property. The-
smoke from the burning tles was so great that the eéxtent of the fire was not:
discovered until too late. . . .
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; The rail tunnel between Windsor and Detrmt was ‘once owned by Canada Southem Rallway B
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Tracing a twisted.track |

By JERRY MORROW ‘ ?{ﬁ]hthm" bef' but :B h?:a‘ bO;lBhl more tha[n . Arlighnugh nplhslagl?nﬁdlan :latlll'lro:td ctkhfste:!g
o . shares. of stock in the railway, an invest- office’is in Philadelphia and the sto
?:lbertﬁgegal wantlsdh|§ ra_:lwady -tl'-aCk" ment of more than $15,000, which would i in- . sold on the New York Stock Exchange.
bissi €. -y}:-.ar-o h rellr'c- oronto . dicate some hope of success. . He boughtafew shares of Stock — worth
usmessmﬁn as set t ngee sdm néouol:lz to Canada Southern was once a wmajor .- about $30 a share — and started to -
l}-f:ﬂ;eary \lnr Ific I?Sli:lssa;s we;nglo.ilen g;t“fll;g railroad in Southern Ontario running from . __,- investigate the background, of the- ra:lwayl
‘ rallway robber barans at the turn of the cen- Fort Erie to Amherstburg, later-moving its Last ycar he went to the company‘s annua
tury.

western terminus to Windsor, It had branch  meeting. : ,

. .. . linesserving Leamington and the Sarnia area || be honmt. I° was lrymg 1o protecl rny

Mr. Segal is not sure how successful_ Bis:  and owned at least two rail comparues in :  jinvestment, small as it was,” he-said,. But at

; ' . Michigan. that meeting, questions he raised were not-

: . y : The company also owned a rail bndge . answered, and according 10 him, there were
i spanning the Niagara River north of Fort." " ¢5me lllegaimes which everyone.ignored,
Erie and the company that built the rail -~ This added fuel to the fire. “You don't .

tunnel under the Detroit River at Windsor. stap Al Segal down and get away with it,""-he -

Today, Canada Southern owns some track said.

__.in Southern Ontario and the Fort Efie.  Now it became a mattet of principle, As he -
bridge, but its relling stock, the tunnel and "investigated further he found that
other assets are no longer under its control, | “hyndreds of jobs had been exported™ and™ -

Mr, Segal claims American rail companies *“millions of dollars had been.ripped off.
stripped Canada _Sputhern and he has . 7 vy might be a little ‘aver-nationalistic but -
. applied to the Canadian Transport Commis  ~ this is supposed to bea Canadian company -
sion (CTC) to recover the assets, - " and it was bcmg slolen by the Amcrlcans. f.'
; Two vears ago, Al Segal had never heard ' he suid:. Ry UK
of Canada Southern Railway.. He ‘saw a. ", And his research; proved to him that whal.,

notice in a financial paper that the company had been. done was illegal arld he started

was paying its annual dividend — the 33 2 “fighting to have it corrected, "

shure it has paid for morethan 70 years. - - “The background of-Canada Soulherp isd.
*It is unusual to find any company that has * " complicated corporate . tangle thal begms i

paid -a constant dividend for that long . ~about 1903.” - . )

through the depression, two world wars and , . A4 that time! Mlchlgan Central Rallroad L

thedeconom:c problems of lh°53 days,“ he S owned about ?2 pes cent of the stock in’
, s .

e
K% '-:1,' .Jlnl -_fﬂ.r'
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Tmcmg a twisted r: ﬂWay Hh@f

{ Continued from Page Three)

,Canada Southern. In 1904, Michigan
‘Central leased Canada Southern lock, stock
,and barrel, for 999 years,

The leale was approved by an act of
iParhamem which made it a law of Canada,
¢ Then the trouble started.

i Mr. Segal has prepared a 5-page brief to
{the CTC outlining just some of what he says
ihave been breaches of the lease that left
.Canada Southern littie more than a paper
!company while Michigan Central and its
'successors slowly removed all that was of
s value. _
I 1n 1904, the lease shows that the company
“owned more than 3,700 pieces of rolling
:stock including 125 locomotives. Today is
has none. :
. The lease calls for.the lessee, Michigan
“Central, to pay all taxes for Canada
:Southern. Encome tax for the company has
not been paid by the lessee since 1924,
ki The rail tunne! under the Deiroit River
and the rail line from the American end of
the Lunnel, both of which were owned by
Canada Southern and which were not 1o be
sold according to the lease, are now owned
*by American interests. Other land owned by
the company has been sold, against the terms
,of the lease, and the money put in trust until
the lease expires in the year 2,903, but the

lessee is keeping the interest the money

.earns. .
! To add to the confusion, Michigan
‘Central, the original lessee, was taken over
by New York Central. NYC became part of
*Penn Central, and when that company went
'bankrupt it became part of the Con-
30[lddlcd Ruil Corporation (ConRail) in the
Umted States.

Mr. Sega! doesn’t care which company
was responsibie for what. He just wants
Canada Southern’s assets returned to the

company. The lease includes Michigan -

-Central and its.successors.

— ot

’ Tmne was when the rallways in Essex County had® pro-
‘per crossings at highway intersections and the roadbeds
~were in tiptop shape. The New York Central, prﬁdecassor ,
of the Penn-Central, ran some crack passenger trains
,from Chicago to New York and boasted that it had the*
\bést roadbed on the North American conhnent from

Windsor to Buffalo,

When diesel locomotives came along, the. drwer wheels

e i

Where the problem really becomes sticky
is the majority stockholder position . in
Canada Southern of the lessee.

" When ConRail 100k over from .Penn
Central, including the lease of Canada
Southern and the controlling interest in the
company, 2 new board of directors was
named.

Chairman of the board and president of
Canada Southern is Robert Wadden, vice-
president and treasurer of ConRail. The
other board members are Edward Jordan,
chairman and chiel executive officer of
ConRail; Leo Mullin, senior vice-president,
strategic plannmg ConRall Richard Spence, .
president and chief operating officer,
ConRail; and Ardagh Sidney Kingsi'nill. a -
Toronlo lawyer.

A move fu put Mr. Segal on the board was
soundly defeated as ConRail attorney Frank
McShane voled the approximately 119,000
shares of ConRail stock against him,

. At this year's annual meeting of Canada
Southern, held in the plush offices of a Bay
Street taw firm in Toronto -earlier this
month,”Mr. Segal and a few other minority
stockholdem were given a brief opportunity
to raise some of the questions they have, But
the meeting was quickly adjourned, over the
protests of the minority group, as soon as the
new board was conflirmed and a’ firm of
Philadelphia accountants was approved to.
audit the company books,

Mr. Wadden said the meeting was not go-

~

. ing 10 be a forum for Mr. Segal 10 voice alf ol‘

his objections.

The new hoard said it was aware of Mr.=+°

Segal's application to the CTC and is having

surveys made 1o determine what action it -
_should take, a

But Mr. Segal has little hope of suppon '
from the board..ConRail now controls many
of the assets he hopes 10 recover and with
maost of lhe board members being ConRail

~. from one foreign owner to another, it falls
" under the Foreign Inveitment Review' Act,’

E—— L T ._,.,.”'_'f'1

.

oo 1
execulives, they, in ‘effect, would have to
agree to sue themselves, he said.
Windsor-West MP Herb Gray, when be
heurd about the Toronto meeting, brought in
the question of foreign takeover, Even when:
control of a Canadian company is moved

and Mr. Gray has asked the review agency to,

" investigate,

CenRail's takeover has not recel\.rt:di
federal approval. There were no controls or
guidelines when Michigan Central took aver
Canada Southern early in the century,

Mr, Gray said-he decided to et involved

~ when he ‘saw press reports’ of how the

ConRail people on the Canada Southern
board were “throwing their weight around.”:
Mr, Segal’s application to the CTC s still
pending. A commission spokesman said the .
railwiay ‘committee has been busy with
hearings on transcontinental passenger ser- .
vice and it will probably be this all before a ;

hearing can be held on Canada Southern. ! 1

What.the results of that hearing'will be i ls,
anybody's guess.

“If the CTC or a court rules that the lcasei
has been breached, all hell will break loose; “
Mr, Segal said. “Everylhmg will have to}
come back, free and clear,”

The lease states in severgl places that when,
it is terminated, by. default or otherwise,-all

, the companies, rolling _stock,: equnpmem,;

machinery und property, plus any additions

" and improvements, must be returned o,
Canada Southern “in as good condition as "«

when recetved.”
Mr. Segal said-it is impossible to esumatc
accurately what has been lost, but the ﬁrm[1

. figures could approach $500_ million.

Because many af the assets being cImmed
are in the United States where the CTC h(
no jurisdiction, Mr. Segal is asking that all
assets of ConRail in Canada be impounded.
as a starl toward scitling the claim, | |

et s

‘on stear locoriotives becdime a fhing of thé past and it,
as felt that maintainance of rallway roadbeds would be )

almost non-existent.

. The hangd labor used on maintainance was cut backl
. )as' machinery was designed to tear out old railway uesI

<" gone the way of the dandy Yancer, -

. Bifemg

0, ’HINMOR STAR_

-and apply the level ballast. The hand car gave way to a
motorized version, Today, hand-propelled work cars have !

t

The“railroads aren't doing as good a job of clearipg |
'weeds, the rails aren't as level as they once .were but:
. mayhe there isn’t the need for a smoeth ride because .
4 . passenger trains are disappearing from the railroads.
 Commenfing on it oll, one old railway  veteran re-

" cently said; ““There was_a lime when you could take
. some pride in working _for a railroad. Today, you're
to he

ashamed of it because S0 lllue that needs_’_—i

. flone—gets done.”

R -

A leway Ferry Started -

o
l' JAN 23"""”“""19’7&

99 Years Ago EFP.

n Tho Great Western Ranwa.y
‘hullt & ferry boat in1868 with
rafis go the train cars could
be Tun onto it for transpor-
tation a.cross the Detro!t Rl-
ver,

Bringing the. tn.tn cus}
across the river trom Detroft.
to Windgor atarted In January

jof 1667, Theflratferryarriy
ivad at the f totGlenga.rr'yJ
jAvenue in Windsor, -
| Before that time. the con-.
tents of traln cars had tobe;
unloadad to & ferry boal:,_a.nd-'
-then loaded Intoatrain car on |
the other side of the rlver
‘And that entafled. acms!der
abla amount of goods, RS

*A report of traight services *!

'for thelast week of Docember H
1855 showed 5,144 barrels o_f
ﬂonr, 1894 'bnrrgls‘ of pork,
12648 -bags of wheat, 3486}

‘. dressed hogs and live sheep, |
‘1 hogs and cattle, were shjppaj

from Detroit te Wihdsor

B

. " The Essex Tailway station
'ls now officially declared ofs
'historical' and architectural;
)value o the heritaoge of ‘the,
town. This was necessary for:
‘the Winddor branich of. the
:Canadian Historic Railway
.Society to obtain the grants:
pvaild gle for restoration of

Ithe town's stati .
db CouRall %?vﬁga

4
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RATLWAYS CROSSTNG SANDWICH SOUTH TOWNSHIP (Cont.,)

LAKE FRIE, FSSEX & DETROIT RIVER RATIROAD

The Lake Erie, Essex & Detroit River Railroad was known as Hiram Welker's Railroad, Tt was
constructed by the Walkers to serve their extensive interests in South Essex and it provided the
inestimable boon of railway service to a potentially rich part of the county (including Harrow,
¥ingsville, and Leamington which had been seriously handicapped by the absence of such facilities.
Perishable fruits and vegetables for the production of which that section of Essex County is well
adapted, could now reach the Windsor and Detroit markets promptlye. The line was built in 1888 to
Leamington and in 1892 it was extended to Ridgetown thus putting Hlenheim on the line. The line was
sold in 1903 to the Pere Marquette line, The Walker line came out of Walkerville to Pelton Junction,
on through Oldcastle, Paquette, Harrow, Kingsville and into Leamingtone

A flourishing summer resort industry aided and accompanied general prosperity, The service
provided by the Walkers opened up the Lake Erie shore from Colchester sast to a resort-minded public.
The railway ran special trains to the popular and beautiful Vettawas summer hotel at Kingsville, which
the Walkers Owned, 0On Angust 4, 1899 the Amherstburg Rcho reported: KINGSVILIE — every house in town
is occupied and every private home that takes in boarders is full to overflowing, The cottages along
the lake front present a brilliant appearance with their names printed on bunting such as Haven of
Rest, Dewey, “into Cat, Southwold, etc, Colchester South contributed its quota of news: "Oxley has

become quite a summer resort. A large number from Detroit and other places are spending their
holidays there®,

When the “ere lMarquette Railway acquired possession of the Lake Erie & Detroit River Railway
in 1903, they extended its service east to the Niagara frontier, It became & part of the Chesapeake %
Ohio System in the early 19501's,
Hiram Welker & Sons were outstanding promoters of tourism in their day, Hiram Walker died at the
age of 83 years in January, 1899 as reported in the Essex Free Press of January 20, 1899,

Jan, 20, 1956 -~ Parmers and property owners along Walker Road area petitioned the Chesapeake &
Ohio Railroad to open drainage access to their property. The railroad cut off many drains when they
constructed a new spur line east of 0ldcastle at Pelton,

December 14, 1956 — Railway workers of the Chesapeake & Ohio Railway was having a new signal
installed at the Oldcastle Crosainge New signals that can be seen from both directions would be a
vast improvement over old signals, =

January 12, 1963 - A resolution in the making reports Henry Hartley of Oldcastle to advocate
better safety protection at railway grade crossings. Briefly it advocates that where there is Hydro
nearby, crossings be 1lit at night, and that railways make use of luminous paint on the sides of
freight cars so that drivers who arrive at crossings at night when a 65-car train is half way aceoss
will know that there is something ahead of them. There has been several tagic accidents especially
over grade crossings of the Chesapeake & Ohio Railroad.

5 BB
il Ty pi i L j it
w1 .

The above picture was taken by Harry Pettypiece of Oldcastle for the Centennial. Year 1967 and is the
Chesapeake & Ohio Railway train coming into Paquette Station., Beside it is the Paquette Station
itself, taken also by Mr., Pettyplece at the same tims,
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Steam’s go

en age:

A loving look back '

FACES AND PLACES ALONG
THE RAILWAY, By Elizabeth A,
_ Willmot, Gage Publishing Limited; 126
w pages, $17.95.
-

= Reviewed by AlRoach

- How about a bit of nostalgia? You
can almost hear the mouth organs
playing Casey Jones or The Wreck of
the Old 97 as you thumb through the
pages of Elizabeth Willmot's latest

..book on railroading, Faces and Places

=Along the Railway,

« As thetitle indicates, the book deals
emore with the old Victorian stations
and the dedicated railroaders who

manned them than it does with the

“actual rolling stock. But the pages are

“ redolent of oil and grease, smoke and

~'steam and are guaranteed to bring a

, 'sigh for the good old days to anyone

.. .over40. '

* Ms. Willmot’s genuine affection for
the golden days of steam on Canada’s
railroads is manifest in each and every
chapter. The spirit is contagious,
Engrossed in the volume I found my-
self drifting back to days. of playing

~ about the old Pere Marguette station

- at the foot of Devonshire Road, where

. we boys made life miserable for

« “Hook™ Smith whom we referred to as

. therailroad “dick.”

Even you youngsters who have never

* known the thrill of hearing the lone-
some wail on a crisp winter morning
will be entranced with this excursion
into the .days of pot-bellied stoves,
kerosene lamps, wooden water towers
and belching smoke. _

.+ The book records the century from
' the 1850s when railroading began in

./ Canada to the 1950s when as far as all

». railway buffs are concerned all of the

. beauty, all of the romance, all of the

-« thrill went out of railrogding with the

incursion of the diesel monsters,

’
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The Michigan Central Railway stopped at the Ambherstburg station

It is a story repléte with anecdotes
about the scores of little railweys and
their idiosyncracies and the wonderful
men who worked on them and wrote
thischapter in Canada's history before
those two giants — the CNR and CPR.
— gobbled them up like the cookie
monster stuffing culinary delights into
hismouth,

Thereisthe tale of the building of the
Brockville Railway Tunnel ang of the
necessity of closing the tunne] doors
between sunrise and sunset to keep out
the cattle straying through the streets
of Brockville,

And there is Tory, the Irish terrier
who regularly rode the Grand Trunk
into Peterborough (free of charge) and
was reputed to be able to read a timeta-
ble because he was never late for a
departure, ;

There are stories about trains on
which you could fish out of the win-
dow or ride to the cemetery for 25
cents. And stories about riding on the
nation’s shortest railway, just over one
mile in length on a train called — no

_ kidding — thePortage Flyer, ;

There is a chapter devoted to the ar- .
rival of the Canada Southern at Gor-
don, two miles from Ambherstburg.
This chapter and all chapters in the
book are illustrated with excellent
photographs, many of which date
back more than half acentury,

Unfortunately there are errors in the
book which cast doubt-on its over-al|
authenticity, For example, the Detroit
River is missnamed the St. Clair, And
Ms. Willmot can't make up her mind
between Canadian National Railway
and Canadian National Railways (the
latteris correct),

Nevertheless the book is a delightful
one and should be a must for all read-
ers fascinated by those daysofyore,

Al Roachisa freelance contributor
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A steam loco
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... OLDCASTLE — A symbol of
-2 'way of life might’ soon be
t missing from the home'e_f Mr.
; and Mrs. Fred Gray,; Conc. 8,
* Sandwich'South.  © .
. * If Mrs. Gray has her'way the
* linch pail her hushand carried
. for 40 years as a railroader will
_ be thrown away. . .
" It has withstood the rigors, of
" temperature exiremes along the
*"Mew York Cenfiral right-of-way
‘from Niagara-on-the:Lake to the
middle of the Detroit River.

“Ne maore lunches for me

lo pack,” said Mrs. Gray. But

- she seemed to sav it to cover

' up for her husband's feeling
of being at “loose ends.”

He was back at the New York
Ceatral wards “on business”
and 1o talk with the boys. He
was forced fo retire a year

+ahead of the scheduled time be-
cause of a bad heart.-”

motive emerges

U .r' -.".' i
That's. the. troubl

i

maintained. . LN
- A native ‘of " Ridgetown, he

i

a4

He doesn't expect 1o do much
in‘retirement. “He's worked oo
hard for the past 40 vears.|

~ FRED GRAY
—railroader retires ;. .

from the Brpckville_tunnel :

ray:
o e g s

.Central. Railroad in 1918. Hel
-| was made -section foreman at

| Pelton in 1925/ He was foreman

*| foreman at Winr'dsor in 1950. -
ar ! * =
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started to work gs a track J%or-.
er-there for. the:then ‘Michig

Niagara® Falls,:in 1922 and . at

at numerous ofher stops on the |
main line before hecoming yard |

* They have {lived at Old-
castle since 1930. Their only
child, Mrs. Llmer Hurdman,
lives on a farm near Essex.

Mr. Gray, '_Flow 64, admils
some."rough Himes” trviug 1o
keep the swilches open during
bad weather nhut his wife 'js
more specific;’ - : ,
+-“Many tim‘es he' was called b
out at night'and once he was!
out 48 hours.straight i a bliz-!
zard hefore he came home just
to change clothes and get some-
thing hot"10 cat. He fell on a
sopowdrift-just as he was leaving
to go back Lo work and couldn’t

for him,/That was loo much.”

gel up. It was straicht to hed




BETTEF! MUDDY THAN ICY? — Walt 'Woodpacker Woods works in the
muddy waters of the Walker Road railway tracks. He and Fred Hoffman were
part of a maintenance gang shiming up the tracks with plywood strips. Althaugh
the ties were still frozen, the upper crust had thawed and no ice chipping was
_necessary. Usually the ties are rajsed, and gravel put underneath but with the
frozen ground, the shims were necessary. As soon as warm weather comes to
Photo by JACK DA Essex County, they wlll probably have to b_q taken out. .- ; g

i THAT'S THE R-UB — When 58  Railroad historical plaqué"at River- Canada. The 1mprml is “made by T T ; ot e Bl
Bellewood Tv.olic Schpol students  side Drive and Ouellette Avenue, * pressing a piece of paper on the pla- ' ! DEC. 9, 197'? EFP]

‘arrive in _incinnati, Ohio, tonight, Monday which they'll take to their  que then rubbing awcrayon. over the t Cheryl Mills Wins !
they’ll =~ toting a handmade  Cincinnati hosts. During their over- . paper. About 100 Cincinnati students , Placie
:ouw---‘- A few of the Grades 5 and 6 night field Jtrip, the students will visit  stayed with Bellewood students in, E q

""" Jers making the trip took a  the starting point of the famous route  March and suggested that they havu Eleven year old Cheryl:

/Mlls of Alice Street, Esse
Wwan lhe return wsn : : »
cra yo rubbing of the Underground  over ‘Which slaves made their way lo - theretirn vis S T, foria s the winner of the engrav-|

‘ed plaque glven by the Wind-|
/sor Star,

Cheryl, a Grade 6 student
‘at Holy Name School in Es-
'sex, called the Star last Fri-!
day, shortly after her step-
dad had come home from,
‘work, '
'Mr. D, O'Halloran, atrack;
foreman with Consolldated:
;Rauway, announced that a
‘man had been killed by &
;Conrall freight train In the
:Conrall underground tunnel
‘between Windsor and Detrolt
‘early that same morning,
' Neither Mr, O'Halloran nor|
Junfor Journalist Cheryl had!
‘the details about the incident,,
but Cheryl didn’t waste any!
‘time reporting her tip lo the:
,Star,

Further Investigation,
showed that an unldentified|
iman wearing two pairs of.
‘pants and no shoes, had,
been run over by the train,!

e gt b e s e -
Jo s e i
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OFF/TRACK — A carload of lumber and two diesel
engines of Conrail went off the track as they backed on to a
siding into Naylor Lumber Yard just off Wilson Avenue,
Thursday afternoon. Trainmaster Berdan, of St. Thomas,
said they would investigate cause of the derailment but it is
believed soft ground under the rails caused them to shift

under the weight of the load. Another diesel engine, pulled _

the engines and flatcar back onto the track after work crews
of Conrail cut and reshaped the rails, then shifted them in line

with the wheels. One car was back on the track Thursday
night and the job was completed Friday. There were no,
injuries and the train remained upright. Picture shows the
repair crews at work. 3

A




Essex will

By EVELYN WALKER ‘

. ESSEX — The explosion that ripped Essex asunder on the

morning of Aug, 10, 1907, is again making an impact on the
town, 69 years later. ' .
When it killed two trainmen and destroyed $200,000 of
property, it drew the curious to the town in droves and made
the Essex Michigan Central Railway station unique in the
history of Essex County railroads. For this and other reasons
the Windsor-Essex branch of the Canadian Railroad
Historical Society is restoring the station as a museum. Such
a tourist attraction, for a town that has never had one, will
"once more focus attention on. Essex and bring increased
. business to its stores, restaurants and motels.
“This' musewmn will draw tourists from all over North
" America. Yes, from all over the world,” says Bob Pedlar,
; president of the Windsor-Essex branch of the society,
On that August morning a boxcar filled with tubes of

T

¢

. nitroglycerine exploded at the station, burying the torso of gave life to the town, When the line was completed in 1876,

; Joseph McNary in a hole beneath it and scattering bits of his
limbs and Leo Conlon's over the town, along with various.
pieces of debris. A horse was pierced by a piece of flying iron.

" One of the two telephone operators wes so seriously in-
jured when the stock from the drug store shelves where the
- telephone office was located, fell on her, that she never fully
recovered, The railway freight sheds, the Methodist church,
tplaning mill, grist mill, electricity plant, and several homes
‘were demolished in the blast. Windows were rattled in
Detroit and almost all of them in the town were broken.
. Merchants operated for weeks in darkened stores with win-

. dows boarded over and without electricity. -

!  Much of the station was destroyed. By early afternoon,
Highway 3, a'dirt road from Windsor, was one continuous
: cloud of dust as people rushed to Essex in every conceivable
; kind of vehicle,
)

4

| the train shunted over the drips they exploded. An.investig

—— =
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again feel the impact
of an explosion from 69 years ago

. the railway was held responéible and fined $125,000 for funds

85

i

Railrpad Museum For ;
:3/19/76Essex EFP .

Y |' The Essex:rallway station,
 Iwill become a museum, -

The Canadlan Rallroad His-.
toricsl Association has.an.!
nounced plans to-restore itt
and gather artifacts-to pre-
serve the story of raliroads’
In tlie county and especially’
of how the rallroad brought!
Essex into existence and'al.
mast wreckedthe town In1507!
when a-carload of dynamite

3

1
% o 3

y

to repair the town.

The station was rebuilt. 1t has been abandoned as a
passenger depot for more than 20 years, its stone exterior
blackened by the soot of the engines that once made it the;

scene of summer excursions and the focal transport centre of I:iE'S;s‘ex : ra Z.l S ta t l.on . .

the county. The stones have been cleaned; windows are being;
re-glazed; the chimney has a new flue; work is being done on?
the rool, gutters, and interior walls by volunteers from the’
society’s members with some help from the town people,,
Railroad artifacts are being gathered for display in the
station, especially those pertaining to the Essex station and
.the explosion. . : i

That explosion isn't the only reason the station is.as
treasure of historical facts. The Canada Southern Railway;
that built the line across Essex County from Tilbury to Gor-

don, north of Amherstburg, to connect Buffalo with the area,

stores were opened, a post office established, hotels and’

livery stables built, and the stopping off place was called.
" Essex Centre. : ’ . :
it was the focal point of the county for shipping and travel.:
All persons going anywhere in the southern half of the coun-,
ty came to Essex Centre to board the only train conveniently
available.. So the station caused the hamlet to grow to a:
village in 1883 and in conjunction with the planing mills and:
woodworking factory, to a town by 1890, It was 1883 when.

cutoff with the sharp curve south of Essex to take in the
town’s station and then run northward to Windsor. ' ¢

Members of the local railroad society.felt these facts are:
too important to be forgotten 50 they arranged with Penn'
Central, which owned the property, for a lease to develop thei

Some of the boxes of dynamite had broken and the tubes/ lease from the new owners, CN rail, ‘ |
. containing the nitroglycerine burst, releasing the liquid. As ~Wednesduy night the members of the saciety are staging a*
a=;
tion established that the dynamite was improperly cured but

.-muséum in the station. Recently they secured a permaner_m[\gj}_‘;[he president also usked that the town include]

barbecue to kindle interest and to show off the new old-
. pidssenger car, | '

R T —— P P P
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y6uld cost an additional $11,200. - .
.Michigan. Central purchased the line and built the Essex {ypjtflr..‘l:’?:n?nglon said two interior parti

d

exploded In the Essex yard,’

Presldent of the Assccla-’
tion Bob Pedler, and vice-i
preslaant' Dave Pinnington !

' asked counell for their sup-.

port and outlined plans, Sue-,
cess of the project will de-.

'pend on the. merchants and
‘rasidents in providing co-op-
sration, :

The assoclation has lezsed

" -|the station from the Penn,
Central Rallroad, the last
lease that will be made by
| Penn Central on any of their
. 'properties subject to take-

over of Conrall. :

The assoclation has already

ibegun work om the bullding
.and will put vp sigms to tndi-
cate It Is -thelr property,
Within the next few weeks
they plan tocleanthe proper-:
ty and wlll go to the commn-.
nity toask for assistance with'
labour and materials, -

i
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v ESS%]}% EI’TNIESF?JBmg%ﬁ mﬁl}? rgl‘?“‘aylgl:‘fonﬂher@
was designated as_having historical value by town councit }
thi§ ‘week, qualifying the old building for _g_averrgm;.nt‘
_fesioration grants, . L ‘I_.e" i
v The designation is necessary ‘before Lhe Ontgno"Mm'lsfr)H
pf Culture and Recreation will consider a building for grants
and if the ministry accepts the designation, it restricis the usef]-
of it as a means of preserving ils historical value, ~° 7]
i The Windsor-Essex Historical Society asked councii to
tlare the station of historical value and to relieve it of ll}g
‘§750 Yearly taxes they pay lo the present owners, Conrail,
Ydder a Jeasc arrangement, Council members indicateg. the
Yeinest would be considered.  © : RGN

. ‘r?‘-‘:’.‘:‘-" e
&+Nave Pinninglon, society president, 1old ‘coureil SI?,4S§
asbeen spent in-the past year on restoration work designed

ag roa
S make the station a museum. He anticipated work in 197
IR0

V- T
tions hyve been torg
oittto restore the original floor plan and in the process of dox
ing’so, they had uncovered a fireplace i the lad1e§‘_-wamnga
Eﬁdm which was u unique feature.of thestation, ¢ ¢ *
& ‘The railroad car being kept on'a siding will be rqgtat‘ax}ﬂ”;
&6t 00 rails beside the station. ' : I:J:‘: e
! saéu:u._;,
ALhy summer celebrations that may be planned. 177 L]
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Gordon Payne and his wall-hanging of cre

' Starphoto by WALTER JACKSON
welwork ' -

C .

|

For and abouk_ the

. Inmemo

By Barbara Ford -

i
]}' When a person spends his entire working life in railroad
service, it's hard to forget those years in retirement.

Gordon Payne, of Church Street found a unique way to

' remember while he was developing a new hobby.

«y The accompanying photo shows an 18 x 24-inch wall hang-
7ing of a steam engine and two coaches...but it isnt a paint-
“ing. It's done in crewel work. This is an oldtime craft which
 has found new acceptance in modern years and this particu-
. lar piece is done with 20 different colors and nine varied
tstitches. - '

.. Gordon also enjoys needlepoint but-he says the crewel

| work offers a greater variety in texture with its three-dimen- -
isional concept and imaginative designs. With this parucujg_rq_

senior's
ry of railroads

I

kit he altered the printed background somewhat as he
worked thestitches. : . '

.Forone thing, heblanked off the American flag and substi- |
tuted the Canadian flag: then he changed the name of the

depot to read “Chapleau™ ascan be seen in the photo;

This is the town, 200 miles west of Sudbury, where Gordon
was raised, so the finished piece which hangs on his living ¢
room wall becomes a sentimental memento as well. He has
finished a similar picture for hisson who also works for the
railroad, = - - ’

Gordon worked for New York Central which amalgamat.
ed in 1964 with Penn Central. He began as a young man on
freight trains until he had enough seniority to switch to the
passenger coaches. Then he served as a conductor on the
- Windsor to Buffalo run for many years.

+ . Whatever motivated such a robust retiree (he will be '}2‘j
| years.old this month) to take up stitchery? Well, it scems he
U had watched his wife Hilda doing needlework and just decid-
i ed Lo buy a kit, follow the instructions and surprise her with
. what he could accomplish on his own, }
! She was certainly sucprised when he presented her with a
! picture of lilacs done in needlepoint and announced that he
' had done the work himself. “She says 've got a wonderful |

patience,* hesaid. | g
+" If a pun is permitted, we could say Gordon really hadn't :

,planned on getting ‘hooked’ on stitchery, He has plenty of

,other hobbies that adequatety fill leisure hours when heisn't {

working around the house and yard or making hospital vis-
its with Hilda, o ' 4

* Healso makes cribbage boards, the fancy ones in the shape I

‘of the magic ‘29" and has even donated some for raffles ¢

which added to the funds of the Burn Unit of Metropolitan

‘Hospital, =~ Ce s b
"He's an avid bowler, too, in a mixed league at Ros¢ Bowl,:
sand with theseniorcitizensat Bowlero, : ,
? Gordon also takes the word games in The Star quite seri-*
Jously, He always does the cryptogram, crossword puzzles
1and scramlets, For the past two years he has been compiling
this own dictionary of ail the clues and answers in these daily ;
'puzzles and pretty soon he’li be able to dash through them
dlmost as fast as the paper hils the front porch, 63
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The Windsor-Essex Division of the
Canadian Railrcad Historical Association
was organized in November of 1975.

The general objectives of the club
include collecting and preserving historical
data, materials and equipment pertaining
to railroads of all kinds; orpanizing and
supporting a museum in the old Michigan
Central depot in the town of Essex Ontario;
informing the Essex county residents mote
on their railroad heritage, and providing a
focal point for a fellowship of persons
having a common interest in railroading.

The Windsor-Essex’ Division is a non-
profit, educational organization. All contri-
butions are tax deductible. The club seeks
items relating to railroading including;
pictures, timetables, tickets, books,
posters and other items having a general
historical interest. Pictures and/or docu-
ments having particylar family value will
be copied and returned to the owner.

The club just recently received a lease on
the ald Michigan Central depot in Essex
from the Penn Central Railroad. The club
plans on restoring this great lady back to -
her original grandeur and operate it as a
museum. The organization needs funds
though to complete such a task, so if you .

" publication . ‘‘Semaphore’’ buf{ are not
would like to make a contribution to the aliowed to vote in elections. Every man and

Railroad_Sidewalk Days e eSS

restoration project you will receive as a
teceipt a certificate stating that you
donated to the depot’s restoration and on
the certificate will appear a tax number so
you can deduct this at income tax time,
The club has already received a donation
from the president and his organization in
the form of an open platform, N.Y.C.

will be restored and placed by the depot on °
a set of rails taken from the old Windsor,
Lakeshore and Essex Railway, the inter-!
urban -line that ran from Windsor to!
Leamington in the early 1500’s. ;

- As a member of the Windsor-Essex
Division you will receive the bi-monthly
publication, **Semaphore'’, which contains .
" yaluable information pertaining to the ;
growth of railroading in Essex County,
happenings on the local railroad scene as |

well as priceless photos. '

Membership is open to all ages. You are
invited to come and join us. Regular.

_ membership is $4.00.per year ($5.00 in the
~4.S.) for-an adult, $2.00 per year for an’
‘associate member, and 52,00 per year for a
youth member (under 18 years of age).
Associate “-members will receive the

-
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tory is be
coach, the vintage which is in the 30's, that , , library on Ouellette Ave. in_ Windsor. .. ..

+'a promotton for the museum will use anything: pertaining

i

; ‘MWe have acquiredtwofull- . the baggage room, pot bel-,

+ 'sored training program. Re- ‘.ment, and rallway ‘drtifacts

S Elevator

87

éﬁ‘mme |

Come out and join, help keep alive a part of 1
Essex County that is slowly dwindling.
For more information rtegarding the.
club, write to the Canadian Railroad
Historical Association, 300 Cabana Rd.,
Windsor, Ontario N9G .1A2. A selfs
addressed stamped envelope would be-
appreciated. : '

..... e

ing recomn

boy alike have a little bit of railroading
floating in the back of their minds, whether
it be steam, diese! or electric. Why not give
that favorite father or son a membership in
the organization,

. The Windsor-Essex Division meets.on
the second Wednesday of every month at -
7:30 p.m. in the basement of the main

i j
g
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appointed chalrman for th

.I agrebd to

.Essex along with Sidewalk ' ‘delay the sales for 3 weeks, stdewalk sales promotion,

[Days and the date hasbegnset ~ Mr, 'Pe_dlgr reported thle @5~ Fred Sorrell reported on his

‘as July 16 ang 1%, ) socialion “has recelved an. gnquirtes for new Christmas
Bob Pedler .of Canadlan aversage of one membership ° .decoratlons for the town

‘Rallroad Historical Assocja- .i a day since plans to restore  which must. A& ordered by,

ition asked the Essex Cham-' the abandoned rallway sta. June, . .. ~ .

ber of Commerce to combine tlon in Essex were announc. Members guthorl;ed thered

‘the usual sidewalk sale with ~ed, Volunteer help and con- ° tajl merchants coninittee to

‘a special weekend empha- tributions from local people  advertise locally. for tour]

'sizing the rallway station as ~ have been given, He:saidthey . waeks that off-street parking!

] ) is avallable whilé the ,malr:]

Inls association Is establish~ to rgllways in Essex Qount‘y. ! street 1s,] being repalrad

ng there, ' ~* #People will come from all; "™

There wopld be a barbecue, over the world tosee thg sta-,

.& flea market, possibly an flon if we can attalnthe_g\)als}

I‘auctlon at the raflroad station werve set, Therewill be ma-.

i'where the station would be nequlns dressed appropri-

jfopen to the public with rafl- ately for the days when the

i way artifacts displayed, - station "opened, baggage In

time employees for uptoa lled stoves -helng used; a_n;
year on a governmentfspon- the station master's equip-

- along the walls,’’ Mr, Pedler;
said of the tinal plans,

On display for railroad days

storation of the statlonisbe-
ing done right now, But we-

‘can’t continpe without funds.: 0
‘for material, ' will Jhé:the veginnings of the'
} Since the associationwould dredm and a chance, for peo-|
1ike more time before the: ple,ta’ see ‘the restoration,'
sldewalk sales topreparethe .In ;other' business  Garyi
station the chamber of com~ - Dammtund Bill Jackson

Formerly the Pere Marquette Railway and presently
The Chesapeake & Ohio Road,

-and Feed Mill:
e *'1'?"_"?:';

Tdndmaf at Oldeisile
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fthe 110t eeptury s In- thep hackground:: 15 athie:
evatputand feesd mill,of the' Olddadtle, Fitmiers]
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RESTORATION STARTED — As well as the usual pot-beilied sto

-had a fireplace. One of the volunteer crew cleans the ashes and debris from the fire pit. Two'
men on a work experience grant to students of St. Clair College have begun restoration along

. with members of the Canadian Railroad Historical Association, who are preparing thef
. building as a railroad musenm., They plan to_have.it open for/Railroad Davs in Reear:

ve the Bssex Station ©
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Government soil testing teams
have heen working in the area
testing the general samples for
- the foundations for the expected
overpass over the C. & O Rail-

way here. 2
~ Traces 'of.]’%[ﬁm%’ h}vgé%een

found much to the surprise of
the engineers, Sulhpur evidently
has a habit of confounding con-
struction workers in the fact that
it will eat away foundations un-
less special precautions are
taken, !

Right in the general Oldcnstlé
‘village area eclear beautiful wat;
.er is found due to a sand vein
that runs ‘near here. If one was
to move-less than a mile square
from this area black sulphur
‘can be found and water that
looks like the bottom of a ink
‘well and a smell that would
equal a spoiled hens egg. Som
three miles away the water ha
a teint of sulphur but still is
ipleasant to drink when one be-|
comes accustomed to its taste
and some of us old peasants
iwould rather go thirsty then
Idrink the chemical filled water
lof the city. that has no_taste, !

. S il
Photo by WALTER JACKSON(
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twhich is not marked by signal lights, at

LUCKY BREAK — A Windsor man es-
caped serious injury Thursday when his car
slid oman icy road into a train. Tony Cattai,
29, of Allan Crcscem. was returning home

Lo

from a hunt:ng expedition when the accident
happened at the Chesapeake and Ohio
Railway crossing on 7th Concession,
Sandwich South Township. He suffered a

R
e —— e e e

Driver lekS out wmdoWio escape

. By DOUG WILLIA MSON
* “Miraculous? It was a get the hell out of

there escape.”

That was 29-year-old Tony Cattai’s assess-
‘ment of his brush with death Thursday after-
noon, when his car struck and was overturn-

{ed by a train at the Chcsapcake and Ohio
‘crossmg on Con. 7, in Sandwich South

‘Township.
As he approached the raised crossing,
‘about 20 miles per hour, he noticed the train

approaching the intersection at ubout the
same speed.

i *1 put lhx. brdkcs on and slid into it. The
| -

FES S  pe—e Y S

next thmﬁ I knew I was in the ditch.” The
train, pulling only a caboose, struck Mr
Cattai’s 1970 Ford on the left front fender,

" and pushed it upside down into a ditch by

the tracks.

“Then I kicked the window out. That's all
[ could think of, was getting out of there.”
His Bouvier dog, Nanny, was also in'the car,
and he pulled it to safety after freeing
himself.

His hand was slightly injured while es-

‘caping, and .the dog suffered a bruised

shoulder. The worst casualty was a pheasant
which had been sitting in the d:lch when Lhe
car overturned.

“I had to push it out of' the way. I was,

e S

slight injury to his hand while escaping from
his overturned car. His Bouvier dog received
a sore shoulder in the accident. He said he
was driving at about 20 miles per hour,

|
.
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more worried about the dog, I knew I would
get out,” Mr. Cattai said. §

A Chesapeake and Ohio employee who
showed up at-the accident scene with a car,
took the badly-injured bird home to “nurse
rt“ back to health,

Cattai, a Chrysler Canada.Ltd.

'cmployee was on his way to his Allan Cres-
-cent home in Windsor after hunting with lhe1

dog, when the accident occurred,

Both he and the Essex OPP officer Whof
investigated blamed the accident on icy roud,
conditions. The car was destroyed, and the,
train engine received about $50 damage,

“Just tell them to salt the road,” Mr, Cat-
tai sa}d forcefully before leaving in a [riend's;
car. \ !
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RATIWAYS CROSSING SANDWICH SOUTH TOWNSHIP (Conts)

THE CANADIAN PACIFIC RATLWAY

The last major railway to reach Windsor through our township was the CANADTAN PACI¥IC, completed

to this city in 1890,

This gave direct connections with the first Canadian tranaeontinental railway

recently completed by that company. The coming of this railway to Windsor had an unexpected effect, in

that it led to the development of the salt industry there,

The desire of the C.BR. officlals to ﬁ.nd

freight for their east bound from Windsor brought about the organization of the Windsor Salt Company.

It was during the fifth parliament of Canada that the Canadian Pacific Rallway was completed. On

Nove 7, 1885 at Craigellachie in the Rocky Mountains, Sir Donsald Smith drove in the last spike,

Tts

construction was an amazing achievement for a country of 4,000,000 population, Windsor became a oity in

1892,

The new Szlt Company directors were also the direstors of the C.P.R. When the railway turmel under
the Detroit River opened for sarvice in 1910, the Canadian Pacific Railway shared use of the tunnel with
the New York Central Railway (then Michigan Uantral\ and currently the Penn Centrdl for many years,

During the time of the depression in the 30's the railways serving Essex Tounty were turning to te
use of Diesel locomotives, which were more powerful, more efficient, and required less maintenance than

did the steam locomotives,

4 recent happening on this C.P.Res line in our township was a pile-up and de-railment of several
cars near Lesperance Road and County Road #42, just sbout noon time, Pictures and reports of the accid

ent are shown below,

—r
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" By Star Staff Reporter

»* what caused a Canadian Pacific freight train to
it derall just east of Windsor at noon Monday..

Crews worked through the night attempting
. . to clear the track — CP's only line into Windsor

...--,__,-,'-- but there was no announcement on when—

. service might be restored.

G. J. Powell, CP's area supervisor from
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' ie Mr. Powell sald it would take twa or three R
ldays to clear away all the wreckage. Crews -

"“ -af“‘;w*???"‘

| London, predicted Monday that traing would be

irunning by tonight but it appeared this morning

s {|that the line n'ught not “be opened. until
Wednesday.

| were concentrating first on’ wstormg semce on
: the line.

Hand Ontario Provincial Police were investigat-
ing the cause of the mammoth accident, which

!took place near the intersection of Lesperance. :

i i} Road and County Road 42.

|, No one was injured in the- accident but |

frelght boxcar fragments, and -rails were
{ strewn along 1,000 yards of right-of-way.
i

'ing the tracks, heaving or pulling wrecked
; boxears Into fields adjacent to the {racks.

This morning officials were concerned that

* heavy rain would hamper their operatmns by
1tummg the adjacent fields into quagmires.

" were, what was in '‘em, all that.”
would be fore than $1 million.

Isald Monday that most of the cargo in the ap-
) proximately 30 derailed cars was newsprint,

LT ;.f::, ! bound for the U.S. Other gaads ln the derailed

[_ There .are two full pages'bf _photos‘é'

‘and story on pages 22 and 23.. .

There was still no word at noon teday on

] Meanwhile, Canadian Pacific Rail authorltles :

Monday night, bulldozer crews were. ‘clear-

o —n

| Monda—fs 3@-(:&1' dermﬁmen s
% m& puzzﬁe m oﬂ'maﬁs "

1y Mr. Powell refused to make a damage. .
/| " estimate. “Ask me In two or three. days”, he

| said. “I’ve got to find out how old these boxcars:
| A CP official said this morning that damage-‘ :

CPR's Windsor office manager Reg Hastei-.

}

" whs being movéd by four locomotives; was:th

* Windsor after the accident.

I

.,‘,‘, ‘-..

cars mcluded Ford truck cabs, floui' lufnber
airplane parts, and tractors. !
* Another CP official, yardmaster Ja:;k Hax!.ht;‘
- gaid the smash-up was “the biggesl one 1 han
yremember.”

The central sectlon of the 84-car traih Which

part involved in the accident. About 15 -cars
from the front of the train were brought mto
The train was the last three of three se me
sections of CPR 903, a fast freight dlrec
. Montreal. a'
The derailment took place at 1 50“ a“
north of County Road 42 and “just westof
' Lesperance Road, on a straight, smglg-traclé
section of CPR rlght-of-way
The train was travelling about 40 m. p h
" The jumbled freight cars tore down 4som§
. telegraph linds, tetnporarily cutting off-all. GN;.

© CP telecommunications between Windsor zand

London. That service was restored Monday. .1
The Windsor Police Department’s Telex lmlf
‘with OPP headquarters in Toronto was out.of

- operatlon for about ari hour, fram.noon to abdut.

"1 pm., as a result of the crash. A policé
spokesrnan said that the disconnection did. hot
" cause police any serious problems, . ..y Ty
. Telex communications were alsol disrupl@

' for the Essex office of the OPP,

All Windsor wire services were dlsrupted By
the deraiiment. Full service was not restured
until 9 p.m. Monday. ot ;.“%"':

CP rail traffic was movmg on -Canadan” Na
tional tracks today while the private firm.tried

- to complete the repairs as qulckl;r as posslb'lei

Eyewitnesses and those who-heard but, dld
not see the crash described it in superlatives
" “T lgoked up and heard a terrific ‘rumbl ng
The house seemed to shake for ~about two

- minutes, and all I could see was boxears ﬂymg

up into the air™, said Jane Whelpton, wife, -of

- Murray Whelpton, whose land is near. the t;résh
site.

Douglas Buckner was working'| on,, lhe in.

completed Whelpton home at the timé of the

- derailment: “If, was'just fantastic fo- sqe." he

S said:. 0 oD kN
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_,]_mmel‘s helped carry away part of the wreckage
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f- . The heavy steel rails twisted under the impact .
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By WALT McCALL
and BRIAN KAPPLER

Almost before the dust settled, the scene of Monday’s big
train wreck had a circus atmosphere and a happy swarm of
spectators, many with cameras.

No one was killed or injured in the derailment, so curious
train-wreck fans were uniformly in a good moaod.

Souvenir hunters had a field day. As little kids hunted for
railway spikes uprooted by the force of the wreck, older
boys and adults fore mementoes from the lightweight
*honeycomb’” metal fabric of airplane parts.

Later, as bulldozers worked through the evening to push
the tangled boxcars into fields adjacent to the tracks,
dozens of kids tore into huge rolls of newsprint, running

'and shouting in a free-for-all August “‘snowball fight”.

“We won’t have to bring in the cranes”, a busy CP Rail
policeman said, shooing yet another group of kids away
from one of the defunct boxcars. *“The souvenir hunters will
have hauled everything away by the time we get the
equipment here,”

While harried CP officials gave orders, and bulldozer
crews heaved the wrecked cars in all directions, a crowd of
at least 200 watched the fun, cheering each time a car was
tombled aside.
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*‘I'm gonna get a piece of that airplane.”
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Ontario Provmclal Police officers kept the crowd at a
safe distance from the bulldozers, but spectators could get
close to wreckage already hauled or pushed into the fields.
One man climbed onto the “top” — formerly the side — of
one such hoxear to get a look.at the central scene.

Meanwhile, others peered into the mangled wreck of a
Ford truck cab “They’d better recall that one”, somebody
said.

Earlier, one teen-ager had managed to lug a heavy coil
spring several hundred feet before an OPP constable made
him abandon it.

Older men and women, many with small  children,
perched on their shoulders, weaved and bobbed through
weeds and debris to get the best views of the scene. Small
hoys wenl around going “‘vroom, vroom'’ — being bulldozer
drivers.

“Nuts on that”, one small boy yelled to another, after
getting some advice about where to scavenge coupler parts.

SR e R B --.........—-’“

As light began to fade, many of the spectators found
themselves stuck in a minor traffic jam that developed in
the impromptu car-park along the railroad right-of-way.

“Rats”, one teen-aged girl was heard to say on the way
out. *'I wish I'd seen it happen.”

22, 1972 :

| CLEARING THE WAY — Work crews ‘were busy Monday trains wﬂl be rolling agam by. Wednesday mght but railway
trying to clear the right-of-way. Officials are > hopeful that the officials fear this mormnga ram mtght slow the wnrk. i i
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By RAY BENNETT

Fifty skilled Canadian Pacific railwaymen
are working from dusk to dawn to clean up the
wreckage from Monday’s million-dollar freight
train crash near Tecumseh.

No one wds injured in the derailment but .39 .
of the 94 railway cars in the train were
damaged. The cause of the accident is still
unknown hut investigators from CPR and the
Ontario Provincial Police say that foul play is
nof suspected.

{ Within hours of the accident at about noon
IMonday, teams of workmen moved in to clear
the debris-strewn track near the intersection of
Lesperance Road and;County Road 42.

, Two nine-car auxiliary trains were brought in
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The great train clean

wreckage. Each train—one from Windsor, the
other from Toronto—is manned by 25 men and
is equipped with a 250-ton crane, oxy-acetylene
equipment, spare wheels, blocks and other
materials. :

“These trains have everything necessary for
any kind of affair,” said CPR assistant super-
visor George Del Valle, of Windsor. *‘And
they're all skilled men.”

Freight cars which had only minor damage
were re-railed and hauled away Monday and
the remainder—by far the.majority—were
pushed away from the track so-that sew lines
could he put down, ”

By 6 p.m. Tuesday a little aver a quarter of a

28
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“ to tackle the huge task of clearing the

: Railroad cranes ease battered hpxcar back onto wheel assemblies

D Z0es on.
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mile of stapdard gauge track had been put—l

down and regular traffic began lo inch gingerly

by. x e '
Floodlights were used Monday night so that

the work could go on. Now that the way is clear
the men work only during daylight hours. »

Freight cars that are still more or less in one
piece are picked up by the huge crain, placed
on wheel assembles and towed away. Some are
being brought into Windsor and others are
going to Elmstead for whatever salvage work
can be done. o L &

“Quite a few cars will have to be cup up right

~
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Transcontinental passenger services are considered to be at an.irreducible minimum

ai passenges’ travel: there's hope!

By Douglas Fisher

A federal agency has produced a
publication of brilliance. It's
fascinating enough to get unrestrain-
ed praise except that i's -just a
preliminary, a kind of half-way house
towards something whole and done.

And given both the mess and the

‘recent record of the Trudeau govern-
‘ment in transportation only the most
- gullible Grit will have more than half
‘a holler for the “*summary of lindings
from the transcontinental train
‘hearings™ put out last week by the
‘railway transport committee of the
.Canadian Transport Commission
({CTC).

- The *summary” takes some 25,000
words (reproduced in single-space,
mimeo form i.e., cheap) to tell us
what we need to know about the
following:

What we have in rail passenger ser-

,vice, might have, should have and are
[.Jikeiy to get; what most of the West

"and the North and the East want and’

'why
! After finishing the summary one
1 also knows what the cases are for rail,
bus, air and avto carriage of
: passengers; 'one can even see why
i many Lhink we can have a planned
, System of passenger transport which
i uses the advantages of all four modes
| of moving people.
g’ The government asked the CTC to
“hold the hearings in January, They
 were — in 14 cities on 33 days. The

.\
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big railways were there, 5o were some
190 other people or groups who put’
arguments to the three panelists. The
format was *non-adversary'; that is,
the CP and the CN were not knocking
back the unions or thé provincial
governments. A group presentmg a
brief was not *“‘taken apart™ by com-
mittee counsel or high-power ratlway
lawyers.

The panel makes no recommen-
dations but its points are sharp for
any government, especially for one
with a minister of transport (Oto
Lang) who's hipped on the “‘user
pay” principle.

For example, the panel says: “"The
most general and persistent themes
were that there should be no lurther
reduction in rail passenger service in
view of the uncertain energy
situation, because air and highway
modes have received large, indirect
subsidies, and because the present
jevel of transcontinental services was
felt by many to be at an irreducible
minimum.,”

Acute frustration-is felt across the

country in the decline -in quality of
rail passenger service and the continu-
ing uncertainly about its future.

The overwhelming feeling of those
who came to talk is that the federal
government has inordinately favored
the air passenger — i.e., the business
community and the well-to-do.

This was linked with an opinion
that the modernity and complex
electronic techniques of air travel —

. r traver -
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‘engineers.

c.g. teaffic control systems, runways,”
- scheduling, etc. — have had a fan-

tastic appeal to bureaucrats and
In government, conse-
guently, they loaded their search for
funds and new structures lowards &ir.
Rail? Especially rail passenger ser-
vice? Old-fashioned; dull; un-
sophlsncaled not so much “lower-
class as “no class,”

* The hyprocrisy of the 1974 leeral
pollcy on rail passenger service out-
raged many; certainly most
intervenors noted it. The railways put

.forth their own basic positions, The

chief distinction is more reluctance by
the CP to. get back into high quality
passenger service. But both CN and
CP agree there can be marked im-
provement and much better balance
between all the modes if , , , I

governments are willing to set oulf_ Great sluff

clear policies and the money to cover
them,

The hearmgs begun under Otto
Lang’s directive to the CTC that it
find a plan for “basic single network
of rail passenger service. 1BC1O8s

"Canada” and for a *pricing system’

for all facilities better than *“day-
coach™ whlch would recover all costs.

Many intervenors attacked both
these points. Perhaps something
bigger than a “single network™ was
needed. On pricing, there was already
proof that high pricing had
castastrophically cut volume of use,

__The panelists noted _twao-reactions,

P I ST

to the *“user pay“ concept of Oto
Lang. Some accept it but are skeptical
(with reason) that it would or could

particularly to air, Others rejected it
i favor of a “‘public utility™
approach,

The nexl stage is another publlca-
tion from the CTC — its plan lor rail ’

passenger service. If there isn't any

ministerial interference with the CTC

-ar any open, governmental policy an-
nouncements on the subject of,

passenger service before the CT C

l
l

1

publishes its plan, then the logic ol' «
this summary leads directly to a ma- |

Jor revamping and strengthening of
Aranscontinental passenger service.

This may not mean much in the

Windsor-Toronto-Meontreal corridor, -
Up North, out West, down Eusl"

o m—————
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".be applied evenly across the modes, |




| CPRallMain Line
Calgary-Vancouvor

White line on the top illustration shows the proposed
path of CP Rail‘s $500 million Roger’s Pass project,

Phota am}map by Canadian Press

A tunnel would pierce Mount Macdonald. Map below
locates the project on CP Rail’s main line, !

CP Rail wants compensation
to eliminate grain bottleneck f

OTTAWA (CP) — CP Rail will ask for federal approval of a
$500-million project, includingtwo tunnels, tolay 33km (20.6
miles) of new main-line track through the Rogers Pass area of
the Selkirk Mountains in British Columbia, the railway said
Thursday, ) .

It said the project — subject to gelting compensation for
what it called multi-million-dollar losses incurred in moving
export grain traffic — is designed to eliminate the mostrestric-
tive bottleneck on CP-Rail's main line between Culgary and
Vancouver.

CP President W. W. Stinson said the railway wants to begin

work next year. The project would take four years to complete -

and employ up to 800 workers.
“The start date depends on a solution to the grain revenue
problem because CP Rail cannot carry the burden of new in-
~vestmentand theburden of grain losses,” Stinson said.
THE ROGERS PASS project would be partofa|0-year, $7-
billion capital investment program planned by CP Ruil:

It would reduce thegradient on the westbound line to a maxi-
mum of one per cent from the existing 2.6 per cent, helping
increase capacity ofthe line by 50 per cent,

The two tunnels would each be about 16 km (10 miles) in
length, and I 1 bridges would have to be built. ;

CP Rail now uses the Connaught tunnel under Rogers Pass,
It was opened in 1916, '

THE PROPOSED LINE would begin at Rogers, B.C,,
about 240 km (150 miles) west of Calgary. It would parallel the
existing main line for about |3 km (eight miles), then enter g
1.6-km (one-mile) tunnel to pass under the Trans-Canada
Highway, - '

At the base of Mount Macdonald, it would enter a 14.5-km
(9-mile) tunnel — which would be the longest in North Ameri-
¢4 — passing almost 100 metres (109 yards) under the existing

Connaught tunnel,

The proposed new line would reconnect with the existing |

maintineaboutsixkm['foui'miles)westofGluc_:icr.B.C._ S



Early end to rail hearin

By JOE FOX

TE WINDSOR STAR, APRIL 1, 1997 ,

Ruilway Transport Com-

" mittee of the Canadian Tran-

A hearing into a
controversial rail sidinp
between South Walkeryjlle
and Remington Park has ud-
Jjourned to consider a motion
that would mean an carly
end to the prolonged
proceedings. “

- Lawyers representing
citizens opposed to the
siding have asked the

sport Commission to dismiss
an application by CP Rail to
ase the twin set of tracks,
built in 1974 without permis-
sion from the commission or
the city.

The citizens' lawyers,
Leon Paroian and lan
Kisher, told the hearing that
CP Rail's case for using the

. siding wus so weak that the

Gounty Business

. SANDWICH SOUTH

Council wilk take no of-
ficial stand on a letter from:
‘Agricultture Minister Eugene
ngwlan, MP ‘for' Essex-
Windsor, saying he has solv-
ed the problem of CP trains
shunting on township
railway tracks until reaction.
from residents’ near the
tracks is considered.
'Township building inspec-!
itor, Dave Hobbs, who [ives
‘near a rail line, said although !
he has seen fewer CP trains,
shunting in his ares, other-
itrains are still shunting and -
‘blecking crossings. The
shunting problem with CP
gtarted when the railway was

forced out of the Remington

Park area of Windsor, said
Reeve Rob‘ert E’ul'l‘eyblank.

application should. be dis-
missed without réquiring the
opponents to present their
case. :

The citizens were backed
by City Solicitor A. S.
Kellerman, o

CP completed its brief
case Wednesday, calling only
Lwo wilnesses,

The citizens” lawyers im-
mediately moved 10 end the
{hearing without presenting

“iheir case,

After arguments were
~heard on the Thursday, the
iwo-member panel adjourn-
ed to consider the motion,
- Hearing chairman D. H,
Jones said he hoped a deci~
sion will be reached by early
‘next week. .
v 1f the decision is against:
CP Rail, it will mean the,
railway will not be able tor
use the $500,000  siding;
which straddles the CP main
line between Howurd,
iAvenue and Walker Roud.
© It will also mean siding'
opponents will not have to
present Lheir case Lo prove
the siding is unsafe and
presents intolerable en.
vironmental problems. )

Part of the opponents’

-case includes calling the.

president of CP Rail, F, 8.,
Burbidge, 10 the hearing to
be questioned by lawyers,
and the public.

IF the motion is successful,
it will not be necessary to
subpoena Mr. Burbidge.

If CP Rail’s application is
thrown out by the decision,
the railway will have the op-
tion of re-applying or to
appeal the committee's deci-
sionincourt,

Hugh Geddes, a Windsor

lawyer representing CP at-

the hearing, argued Thurs-
day that the railway has ade-

‘quately shown that the

siding is safe,
He said the committee

internretation of the law and.

1

g possible -

should make a RATTOW, ~ifeend 6f Parenl Avenue
in Remington Park, '

~

base its decision only on
matters concernedfwitﬁ the
railway's right-of-way, not
the concerns of the entire
section of the city where the
right-of-way is located.: {
This is the Lhigd session fory
the hearing, which”bcgan in!
1975. At an earlier sitting, in,
Seplember of last year, th
committee ordered CP toé
-stop using the siding and:
properly apply for the right’
<10 put trains on the new.
track and crosy a city-owned *
. right-of-way fql;v a footpath

Tty ydwdm s —

The ruilway hus suggested-
a bridgé or wnderpuss!

‘replate-the footpath, but the

residenty-—: backed\by City:
Council == ‘have . rejested.

ost get permits Tor ‘SUck

things. as home im~-
provemerits while “CP. way

uble 1o block u city right-ol-

 way without permission. - !
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According to records of But, even'in the 1880’5 to the Essex ,Term; b
N f Sut, In . . Terminal ¥ the CIL which followeqd ;
::o r:t 'Dgg:;tm?;lte tgan'l;rg?ai ;v:xteréocll&s::nb;ﬂg the Es- (tracks, through the oghe. o 3:‘?\{3 :mlall;:gseeg é;?lwonl? entirely forgotten, Warm,:
Pactks Rail\:vay ling fan  sex % sﬂ’;nt i be t\.Il.rem Importgnt developmepts banies plan of closing the Street West bet sall.y-water from the Dlant|
Windopr b i Ao saltngtiy't' ! a ?u Any  came with the passing indsor p| and Craw s de ween Caron enlering the Detroit River!
May 7 o5 comp e, activities locally. Ang years. A decade aftuy the This was later torn d The rafrd Avenues made the CPR dock the
' . 3, In spite of the fact thet establishment of the d- bo its ¢ M Cown e -OM' Windsor Salt * mecca for bathers in
News items of the pre-  part of one of the world's  gop Salt Company,  eppy 2215 concrere base Pieces Plant is _gone hut Mot spring, summer and fali,. S
ceding two years revea! jig major salt deposits  ljed Saginaw Lumber anc'! S.al T TR
Progress. - gorggg Essex underneath Windsor and Company imited estah
*Count_y and shed consider- Essex County, were still lished a saw mill to hangje-
.able light upon the life of bringing in salt from luimber brought from thei
the time. Surveying for the outside sources as had been o Huron-Georgian Bay'
_,leRdlme from Chatham to thelcase throughout their country, Y
ndsor was active in the settled history up to that T -
Summer of 1888 when one time, P ed ?}?ec(;?l?a?gu:fis oogo?t‘s
réport showed & party of . premises and ysed refuse
‘engineers associated with Into, this situation came lumber for fig] 1q evaporate
the project stopping at the the dynamic personality of the brine, Difficulty i
‘Grand " Centra) Hotel in- ois born Sir William handling the rafts caused
Tilbury Centre, Van Horne, new president . comany, within a few
: ) Of. the Canadian P acific Years, tomovetoThessalon
Purchase of the right of Railway. Carload freight 5" north shore of Laka'
way and the securing of must he found for traing Huron i
grounds for the erection of Proceeding easiward along L
stations at pointg along the the CPR tracks from Wind- The Canadian Salt Com-‘_'
rotute followed in logical sor. pany assumed control of

order.

The land for the St,
Joachim station was dg-
nated by Alexander Cam-
_Brom, exiensive owner of

sex County regl estatie
end mentioned in another
article as the owner of the
Essex toll gates of urhappy
= memory,

.. The progress of the
:railway is shown by items
‘to the effect that, in the
y5pring of 1889, men in the
‘vicinity of Stoney Point
‘ were busily engaged clear-
~ng the woods for the
‘Lessage of the Canadian
- Pacific Railway and that
» dclivities in the vicinity to
Tecumseh Road were con-
-cerned with hauling spiles
for tha new railway,
‘Tecumseh pecple were
‘disappointed because the
'rullway was to pass a short
d'stance  south of thejr
village and Tilbury Centre
Peaple felt likewise becange
4 was Lo pass to their north.

The Canadian Pacific was

It was Van Home who
Secured geological confirm-
ation of salt on the Essex
side of the Detroit River
and followed thijs up with
speedy action, A separaie
tompany of CPR directors
was formed known ag the
Windsor Salt Company
with Sir William Van Horne
as the first president,

ToE.G. Henderson, CPR
resident engineer gt Lon-
don, went the responsibility
of putting down the first
salt well at Windsor and
also the design and con-.
Struction of the Windsor
plant.

Finding this a full time
task, Mr. Henderson re-
signed as chief engineer at
London and became man-
ager and president of the
Windsor {later the Canad;i-
an) Salt Company.

The Windsor Salt Com-
pany commenced opera-
lions in 1892 on the south
side of Sandwich Street
between Caron and Craw-
ford Avenues. Thig was

the lumber company’s pro{ll
perty in the then {own B
Sandwich in 1919 ang;
within a short time, esiub.:
lished an electro-chemicall
industry the first successful’
one of its kind in Canada.i

The guiding apirit in this;
was Ernest George Hen.,
derson around whose per-;
30n was built the whole,
history of the salt industry
on the Canadian side of the;
Detroit River and the
establishment of electro+
chemical operations based
on local sajt, ;

Not only did he forsee,
such  chemical develop-:
ments but he took the firse
sleps toward their realiza..
tion, The CIL plant of!
today, which manufactures|
caustic soda, ammonia,;
chlorine and chlorine by-!
products, is a tribute to his:
memory. Its fine grained
salt is produced by the.
vacuum pan system of
manufacture which in Jesy!
complicated form was first:

g convenient to the CPR introduced into Canada by
the last of the principal waterfront terminal of pre- the Windsor Sal Company..
rmlw?ys‘ lo reach the tunnel days. Before the sale in 1928 of!
Detroit River Frontier, too . its properties to the Canu.)
‘Me 10 have any major Oldtimers remember the dian Industries, the Cana-|
~ffect upon the settlement stone tower of the CPR dian Salt Company had!

Paitern of the county, as
had its predecessors the
Great Western and Canada
Southern.

Ithad a surprising effect
tpon the industria) life of
Windsor. This effect was
‘e development of Wind-
0r's salt industry. By this
ime, galt production was a

“ll-established industry

© & Mirhioan side of the
R AT .

station which was z land-
mark along the Detroit
River for many years, It
was in this tower that the
Windsor Salt Company had
its first offices. A CPR
express office still functions
on the site, of the old
railway terminal but it is to
be replaced in the not-dis=
lant future by a new
building on the south side’

- - °_Carag_Avenue_adiacent]

already started a newj
modern salt plani at the
Sandwich site. This wal
completed in May of 1999!



RATIWAYS CROSSING SANDWICH SOUTH OWNSHIP (Conte) 10g

TR WINDSOR, ESSFX, AND LAKR SHORR RAPID RAITWAY

It's a long story and it didn(t have a happy erding. Actually the line was killed in & symbolical
collision with something a fellow named Henry Ford invented, A smoke wagon, the gents who hung arcund
the livery stables used to call it, But it showed them. Most folks in the townships may be disposed te
say it was something W. R. Robertson of the Ontario Hydre folsted on them, at least in its Inter-

mediate stage, and it cost them their shirts, They guaranteed specific sums in bonds, the depbession
hit and that was that,

The WeFe & L.5 Rallway dates back to 1879, In that year it was incorporated on petitions of the
Municipal Councils of Windsor and South Basex Municipalities. An act of Parliament in 1906 said it was
"for the general advantsge of Canada®, a considerable over-statemeny, as things were to work out.

4pril 11, 1902 - Sandwich South Council passed a by-law granting a franchise te the W.B. & L.S.
Rallway; the company agreeing to operate six round trips a day in the winter and eight in the summer,
It started operation to Essex and Kingsville, Sept, 23rd., 1907 and was completed to Leamington Apra
1908, (Apr, 20th), The five new cars were taken from Windsor to Kingsville, and the cars were to
stay 1n Kingsville until the road opened about June 15th, Their names were: King-Rdward, Earl Gray,
Laurier, Dominion and Republic, It was on the edge of a small boom and caried 100,000 passengers in
that year; in 1921 the figures reached 900,000 and the line appearéd o be obtaining the objectives
set for ite South Essex produce was being moved faster and in larger volume, and so were South
Essexers, PFolks took their produce to the City of Windsor market, went to the Iakeshore for picnies,
and students used it both te High School in Essex and to Windsor,

Alas, though, that tinkerer in Dearborn was moving with the times too. The differenve was that
he'd keep on going. The gas buggy had arrived to stay and at lesast here the trolley car had note A
meeting was held in Kingsville on Feb, 4th, 1927 attended by over 200 reprasentatives of all the
muinicipalities through which the railway passed re having the Hydro Electriec take over the operating
of the road, The officlals had advised that the railroad would close down in the near future, On
July 1st., 1928 [Sunday), the W.E, & L.S. was to become the property of W,EBs & LS. Railway Associatim
trustees for 9 Essex County Municipalities, The purchsing committee were W. B. Cifford, Goafleld
South; Je G. Hennin, Sandwich South; and W, A, Smith, Essex and the Municipalities who purchased the
railway were Windsor, Leamington, Kingsville, Bssex, Gosfield North, Gosfield South, Sandwich South,
Sandwich East and Sandwich West, Maidstone, Colchester North and Mersea voted against entering the
agreement to purchase,

Jan, 18, 1929 - The breakdown of the share of the #1,100,000 collateral of the railway was
844,365 for Sandwich South, The HeR,PeCe officidlly took over the operation on Septe 5, 1929, The
principals didn't realize it but the Depression was looking over their dhoulders. Defaults piled up
and on Septs 16th, 2932, the W.E, & L.S. passed out of existence, :

July 19, 1929 - Sandwich South Council, in spite of the threats of legal action still refused to
pass the W.E, & L,S. Rwy, by-law, Councilt!s vote was on Augs 2nde ~ "Yeas" - J, G, Hennin, Albert
Farough, John S, Flant; “Nay" - Arthur C, Kavanagh, Edward Dumouchells,

Yeb, 19th, 1932 - Ralph Roberts, Essex Representative advised Rssex Council a committee had bsen
appointed of Fred Crawford, J. G. Hennin, M. E, Brian and John Sale to walt on the government toé ask for
the passing of legislation to allow the company to discontinue operating of the W,E. & L.S Road; the

minlcipalities to pay debentures and interest as they came due and not to have to pay the full amount
if the road ceased to operate,

May 24, 1935 - It was amounced that the railway would be dismentled. The railway had been
purchased from the old W.E. & 1..S. Railway Co. at $290,000 and rehabilitated. As of date the indebt
edness was §1,300,000, The best offer for assets of the Company was $285,000,

- Sept, 27, 1960 ~ The Windsor Star - One bright spot in contimuing climbing expenditures for
Sandwich South Township was the last of 20 payments on the $40,300 debenture issue for the defunct
Windsor, Essex & Lake Shore Rapid Railway. The payment of principsl and interest was #2,967.00,

. Septs 16, 1932 - Canadian Greyhound Bus Lines was granted the bus franchise to replace the W.E, &
LS. Rmy, service between Windsor and Leamington, The last run of the W.Ee & L.Se Rwy, was on Sept. 15,
1932, e ReSER TS *
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“The first down bodnd car
'on the electric railway ar- |
" rived in Essex an hour late on i
" account of striking Nelson !
Little's threshing engine at
the crossing near Maidstoneé\}_‘
knocking it into a ditch, AsY, _ ... ey
Mr, Litﬁe was crossing the ,,W?“_B the Tram_and “".hﬂe’,
tracks the harness broke O~ waiting for the first car. to!
The motorman was able to «cOntinue the second car:
see the engine across thek struck the first car, shaking
Gl 4 - tracks and had pleaty of time 2 up the passengers a bit. L

o Ly e © . | 'tostop but the brakes didn’t cip‘zi ::' E::::s:l’; :asscl?;'lb]

4 . tr wi other car was, foll- <
. STREET RAILWAY One of the cars of-the line that aiJ q;b ﬂ:_ s.e,ago g, 20, 1008 E.F.By . .
" from Windsor ¢0 Leamington e : .
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SPIRIT OF WINDSOR-— Like a child’s tricycle left raising campaign. Thousands of people put in $1 and chunk of engine. The shareholders won’t be asserting their
. out in the snow, the city's last steam engine sits under a bought shares in the specially incorporated Windsor, . rights for a few months yet. But, come spring, children
~ bleak sky waiting for the spring thaw, The old Pacific Ouellette. Avenue and Border Cities Rallway Company. will be clambering over the engine fascinated, as always, }

class locomotive was brought to Windor 13 years ago after They received an ornate deed, the right to ride the railway by a machine of the past, -

| @ Windsor Star columnist waged an 18-month money- whenever they wished and full ownership of a five-pound o JJ
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'FORMER W.E. & L.S. STATION — Early 1900’s |!T HAPPENED IN CANADA]
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g TI\gI_Pbove npicgure.' taken in the early 1900’s, shows the Legion. The centre building is the present Sun Parlor building. -
< W.FE-& L. 5. Station, in Essex, at Talbot and Cameron Ave. On the left is the building now occupied by the Bride ‘N Party .
w~The stitian has been replaced with the present Royal Canadian  Boutique. ] '




STAR, PRIDAY, DECEMBER 24, 156613 1| .0y GUSTARtEed spedific sums in} el e

| bonds, the depression hit, and that was

TH. L. MacPNERSON - | that -

_‘ « - 4 The Windsor, Essex anﬁ Lake Shore'
- Rise, Fall- \ll
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Rapid Railway, to give the, enterprise. s
Us full title, dates back to 1879, ‘In, H
tpat year it was incerporated on peti-]
tions of the ‘municipal councils of

[WE. &
| lost business, So ag

The principals didn

L.S. would
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Juvenation, it wag ‘assumed, "the]
l;e able to regain
it turned out the

't realize it but .

With the end of the trolley !
and the coming of WW2 and
transportation needed to the
automobile plants in the city

i the Greyhound Bus Co. started

1 a réute to Leamington and one
around through Harrow to mezt

;

b

!

} . B _the De ; _

‘-‘ @ﬁ' & o .:'It‘;;?t?zgr)’and other interested munici. !smuldg.l:ssion wes logking. over their . the factory shifts.

: ' . ) . ' 7 R wasn't i . - : : 1ric!

4 re& S Ii}it An act of Parliament in, 1906 said: ‘mitments th:nril?!?ifoire ;J!fibenture rode] g e e Habkt.:l.r‘t;os

\ ‘ 11t was ”for the general advantage of . !4 the .Hydro b ¢ipalities had made] ©f Fssex set up a rou

'} if.ca't‘;?‘" a considerable overstatement, 71 the slump at\hgﬁz“t}:’ hurt, and with, cover these areaa and sold out

_ . * & L'. S . 183 Lnings were to work out, 'Defaults piled ug «'aned _e;u! zas tear.i to the Chatham Coach Lines
f Reachod . sopes 1 1208, When (1933, the, W.E. & L.§ 'pascrrs, 16 4n 1978 and they are presently
- - service between Wind- 'existence. . (4. "passed out. of .

! . Radial Line Created Peak  sor and Leamington | "ot ot i 4 operating a bus service to and

. Lreate ; : ar — i e e : i i

| ! In 1921  wag inaugurated, it I """"""_'“L New-paﬂ:'g{igrmc%wgn to Windsors

; In 1879; End Came L was on the edge of a A Last : " ¢chased, the overhead electric Jine

i In’S - ssmall ‘hoom. 1In that year it carried '%9 . APR. ©Q,isuPplying power for the trolleys! preesm—— e ey

; n September, 1932 :100,600 passengers. In 1921 the figure | ’ 01 8’;\?85 renewed, the roadbed was re.| EE

! v, reached 900,000, The line appeared to- It S 0 o} 19581 paived and everything was put in! - i POUCY

| _Word out of London, Ont., relates Dbe attaining the objectives set for it i yer, jlop - operating shape. All the] ! _THE WINDS®R STAR

. : - limunicipalities h

- hat the city has been offered $500,000 South Essex produce was being moved | TH: WINDSOR-STAR ~  Jonepalities had o do was, R ; R
{ for the London and Port Stanley Rail- faster and in larger volume, and so;  Old Rail Debt ﬂ The venture proved ill-fated % eV.E es f. 'e'-q
tway. 1t leaves one wondering, if his: Were South Essexers. | i Paid This Y “{The depression, trucks and auto- 3 MAY 28, 1965 a
; recollef:tlons g0 back that far, what the ; Alas, though_, that tinkerer in Dear-I US Year -+ {obiles put the road in the red ' F s "At
fold Windsor, Essex and Lake Shore . bOrn was moving with the times, too,F KINGSVILLE — This years|t0™ the day it began pperating em@rnes::m
! Railway would be worth today, if it - The difference was that he'd keep ontlevy of 1.9 mills on'the taxable “_liunder mun vipal ownership, The 1 N : 'J"”)'I-'?
: hagol:le;n ablﬁ n:‘d ha?ghon. ! '5;’;;‘&; ghet\ gas bugey had arrived tojsessment of Gosfield South Twp, oty l:eg:isvgsaﬁi;: and the munil b M.:RG Bndﬁ'ﬁﬁ'i’
! ever hea nd a b s - imio | X * munici- L ) . I

of the W.E. & LS.2{. cast here the trolley car { will wipe out a 30-year-old indebt.: palities . which had backed fhe ; ESS’i‘.f(—’Baék in the spring

had not.

By 1927 not only had traffic de.
creased substantially, rolling stock
locked the worse for wear. As there:
Was no reserve fund rehabilitation 1

ﬁ Well, it's a long story and it didn't have :
: a_hapm!r ending. Actually the line was §
‘killed in a symbolical collision with
- something a fellow named Henry Ford !
_invented. A “smoke wagon,” the gents | :

! i , te 20's, the railway h ' This s thelr railway, bands played vasid
ﬁlwh% hung around Fhe livery stablesf ‘would have to come from another:the point where ityneifie?a:clj‘gidﬁitlgﬂ‘ e 4 e o :gggg ' ehzl;r:d pt?l?deven
J-used to call it. But it showed 'em. |, sourtc_e. At a well-attendéd Kingsville tional. capital io provide new ""’”:I which marked a new era i
! Most of those in the ; ; me_e N 1n that year it was decided ' ing stock and improve facilities. | ftransportation for residents. o
; B?nd_s townships who recall . ' that t}?e Iine should be retained, with! The road wags acquired: by ! - jSouth Essex. ot .

- Were  the WE. & LS. eraf 20 assist from the Hydro-Electric Pow-! several municlpalitie. They | Twenty-four years later fhey,

Issued may be disposed to say i ©f Commission of Ontario. ! bought g . p i troley line closed down and all

; it was something .| The Hydro r ted Ought new cars for the line, | that remained was a few stee
' R. Robertson of the Ontario Hyclrt.;iE Hydro ‘that \‘.hs.\y roaecll) 01;: - which ran from Windsor along oles(still in use on.Talbo
\ foisted on them, at least in its inter-' Set worth $296,000 a o [Hehway 3, through Essex, Cot., ik xaaen have. b
i 0151 . at N ) nd set ; ! hich taxpa ha e
mediate stage, and it cost th ipt Value 3 pri tam, Kingsville and Leaming- aving cony s [1ve, Dee
| € , st them their: _' a price of $704,000 on ¢ =| Jpaying ever since, LR
Li’_lm'.m'.- L NI S ¢ 57~ e o - _rehabilitation.  With o™y .. o an e e J _ e ] ' :
4~ THE ESSEX FREE PRESS — Friday, June 4, 1976 . S - ST T ;T 1066 the final paymen

i_ednes‘s incurred i

enture—the Windsor, Essex and,|
akeshore Electric Railway,

Back in the~boont” days of the

n an 'ill-fated,"'.'enu.‘re' were left with the ligbil-

es, R . .
|; In Gosfield Soulh’s cabe, tax-.
ipayers have been paying for the

of 1908 when the first trallep
car passed through Essex ors'
the* newly constructed, Wind4

deal ever since, sor, Essex and Lakeshol:&'}

iwill he made and the onl
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' Talbot Street; Essex, Ont,, Canada

. This is taken from a Postcard, dated November 17th, 1913. The car and irailer is heading toward Cé_tt_gm; Y0ne éan' see the
top of the Aberdeen Building just over. the car. The sign across the sidewalk is of Barber Clothing Co.% po T
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‘cheering be a sigh o
irellef from town council- who
‘have been ntaking an anoun
;payment of $10,000 and th
PUC who are coniributing a
additional, $,500, part o
which is payment on th
‘almost forgoiten trolley line.

*\ Althongh 33 years have
passed since the line .close
dowu, older residencé™recal
ey ithe days of the trollay; with
. {atfection, The line served ;s
. ¥ bseful purpose as means. .
\ - transportation to Windsor
Essex High school and lakei
side pienies. It was an asset t
, farmers who hauled produed
o e to the line for transportatipn
St o o ito market thus helping south
' - Essex take advantage of early
fruit and vegetable season. 4
The line was originallj
'incorporated by the Ontarid
Statue in 1878 on petition o
the councils of Windsor an
'South Essex munielpalities
But operations were no
dnaugurated untfl 1908, Ol
'records show the line carried
100,000 passengers the first]’
'vear and inereased to 900,000
in 1821, v

13

DY
. By 1922 antomoblles. began
to appear, trafflc deecreased
iand the company threatene
ito close down the line unless’
.given asslstance from th
‘munieipalities. e
At % meefing held in  Kings
ville in 1927, it was declde
the best course of action w
Lto provide for operation by th
Hydro commission wh
already had power availabl
for the. Windsor end of t
lipe. * L
The Hydre commission - esti
mated the cost of aqeulsitio
and complele yrehahilltation a
$1,000,0600 which would b
obtained by issue of hydro
fHjonels guaranteed by an
quivalent amount of munlei
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