WMATDSTONE  PLRISHY

This perish so favorably situated in the suburbs of Tiindsox and on
the Trovincial Highway had its besinning by a few zaalous Jesuite
meking their way by foot throuch the forests and bluzed pathe erd
saying Hass in the homes of sone families whose descendants ere yci
here,

ore of them, Pairjiek ramhleion donated two acres of land at the

corner just ewst of the present crurch and there Father Virgilius,
5. J. er~cted *he Tirst 1og clareh +nd lived in another log neus
on Lhe ..iddie lcad ond Just nast the Six Cormers.

mhe. first cemetery was in part of tnose two scres. Fe sterted

the churecl records in 1845. He viorked for his scatlered ccnrreg-
etion until 1847 when Father Jaffre succeeded him until 1655, ©hen
this porish comprised Toodslee, Belle River, much of iieGresor and
as far couth as Telee Island, 1% vias Father caffre who built the
old briek church and a bricik house for the priest, The church was
crma1l ond had no news but instead benches ten or itwelve feet long
cut tith a whip caw end ..nde of sore of the finect tiner To be
found in Cereds, At this tin fine t: lnuts aand onalis vere very
poenviful exd rere only cut dovn L0 he marned. “re Tirel old log -
chureh wos moved over ho the corner of the rresent ciurch nroperty
ond cerved as the first zost Office snd groe :hop und was later
nced as & tavern, At that time names recorded as Devlin, Donnelly,
nivomey have long since left the locality.

In 1855 Father Comillean had charge of tlie warish until 1859, Then
Father Telcher tntil 1861 when Wather Bavard wes here for a cshort
time, Father Jawrence £i1led in the speace until the appointwent of
yirgiliuns Devlin 0.S.B, .in 1862 until 1865, Father Hennett was
parish »nriest during 1866 and part of 1867 when Father Donoven wnd
scanian controlled it uniil The appointment of Father Gauthier. Ke
saw that this church was too small end then he built on a Sacristy
to the side of the church &nd nany followed iiass by sitting in tne
sgeristy. It was built out from the Sanctuary and the doors were
left open, e hed a vower buili brck of the church 2nd nhad & smell
bell vleced on it, Cn sentember 10th 1871 ne has a record of 2

cyr firmation Closs of one hundred and £if%y six, congisting of
cslensy Tive poys ana elpli.y L€ ;i*ls.canfirmeﬂ‘hv the RE. Rev.
Bishop alsh., In thie cless the Firct name is pieholes Dixon, later
Fether Tizon. . c

Iz Ochober 1872 Father P. J. 0'Shee had charge until June 187¢. ©e
wat succeeded by Falher Delehanty who houghti a site for tne prceert
church from Geary farm. e wac assisted by Father Fitzpeatrick for
ine last eix months., He laid the corner-ztone of the vresent chvrel
in 1874. : .

~he next yeur'Rev. F. J. Ouellette superintonded the puildingz of the
chureh and had the chureh onened and dedicated to St. uary. Ee cold
the old church end it was used as & 3lackemith Shop gnd lster &s an
Imploment.shop. 1t was aftervards Hrrned dovin,

suther liolphy succesded hirm in gotoher 16681 until Janvary 1883,




? . < .
snent 7 2 miaidstone Teri.im

;

suring his mastorate he built the new yriest's home, The old houe |

built by Fether Gemthier had never beon finished and it was now sold %

as private property, Just before he left he took a vacation of =ix

months and went to Ireland and left Father I, J. Iédghinson in his '
. vlace until June 1884 when Father John O'Connor was made parish

priest. He worked herd to nay off a very large debt which was on

ihe church. Shortly before his deeth he proudly announced that there

woas not & cent of debt on the cihwrch, On the 4th of ifay 1890 after

& very short illness he died and his remains were interred in bhis

home cemotlery at Picle ring, v

Pather D. P. lickenanim came in July 1690, He saw thal some of the-
roung men of the parish needed a ¢uiding hand, To accomplish the
.occt good he formed & "Literary society " and hrd thoce youths as
scrbers and by studying plays efe. ho tried Lo nue up their vupcr-
abundant energy and lead them elong lines less given to mischief,
1o left the parish in 1892 when Zev. C. 3. lichee toox cherge. IHe
nhed the church detorated.  He instellsd a counle of heating uysciems
-mad established the three Semarate Schools, 1In doing 211l tRie he
a-ain contradted deh® dut hed $he - s8bioicciiwd oo 1w tear T oLl
cleared off. Ke left in Fanmuwary 1897 Jor © visit to Ireland ard
left P. L. IL'Heureux in his place for six monihks, iie zuntinued
until July 1904 when he wag removeda to Stratford, Befpoe he left
tLe vought the corncr 1o% Tronn Tatker . Collirs ard built the rarish
nall, - .

h
¢
!
l
¢

-

~ince then the mrigh Lec been _overLed nr Tev, T, e, The viork
. in cevarate Schuols wi s continued, & ne: cront e W ilt on the

church to serve ag a helfry. 4 nev ell wes »ureci.esed , L nen heet- z
ing syctem ,!the Delcoe was installed glso a mew iighting gyctem, j
The 014 ones ° ere very wnsatislactory. The church has lstely been -
nevly plastered , roofeda snd decorated. The rriest's hovce hac elso
been cmbellished. It hae now heautiful lavns, and e fine Zrove of
ileples to the back so that it presents a very neal appearance,
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Secex was separated from i-aidstone in 1919 and to-day lhe parisn
nunbers one hundred end forty five Tauilies end six nundred and

twenty Tive souls. Jho teotnte Lo cond Ger~C-z
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