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Se s. No. II (FRITH PUBLIC SCHOOL) 

l'RTIH PUBLIC SCHOOL ( So So No. Eleven) was built in 1960 along vti. th two 
other new public schools in the tO\vnship, as a building program by the Sandwich South 
School Area Board to complete their plans for a11 new schools in the Area rt invol vec 
the relocation af' me schofil, namely So s. Noo 1 and another new school on• the old sitE 
of s. s. No. 6 and the· creationrof the new school section Fri th Public School or No. 
Eleven. 1 

The program began with the December, 1959 meeting of the .Area School Board 
when a delegation from the neighborhood of the new school met with the Board and 
presented a petition for a new school in their district which would eliminate the 
necessity for their children to cross Highwa\Y" 1401 to No. 1 school or Highwy 113 to 
No. 6 schoolo 

On January 26th, 1960, the School Board met with the Planning 1oard and at 
a special meeting the same evening the school board passed a motion to build a new 
two-roomed school on the North Talbot Road, East of Walker Road. Two and one41.a.lf 
acres of land was purcha;sed f'rom Charles Pri th at $500.00 an acre for -Che new site 
on the Fri th farm looated on North Talbot Road just east of the Chesapeake & Ohio 
R. 1!-• tracks. At the Septo 20th meeting of the Board, Mr. Milton Farough then Vice
oh.airman of the Board reported that a delegation of the Board had secured Charles 
Fri th 1 s approval. of the proposal. to call the new school the ••mrrH PUBLIC SCHOOL". 

J. Wo Storey & Associates of Chatham was the architect and presented plans 
for all three schools on Mcv 30th, on June 27th the tenders were opened and on Huly 
19th, Col1avino Brothers Construction Company of Windsor were awarded the contra.gt at 
$l.13,650, later amended to $114~000 to cover alternatives requested by the Board. 
A request was forwarded to Counoil for a debenture to raise $137,000. 

On August the Sth, the Boar-d met ratepayers of the Frith Public School 
section to advise that Miss Ethel Plant had been hired as principal aid Miss Miriam 
Collins as Assistant who would teach the Junior classes, also to advise that until 
the new building was ready classes would have to be staggered and it was decided to 
hold classes in the Town HalJ.. The three schools were ready to open within a few 
weeks of each other, Fri th achool being delayed a short period due to a sma.1J. tornad.0 
which ripped a part of the roof awayo But lo and behold on October'~ th, (Sat.) 
the .pupils who wouJ.d ~ attend~ the r:ew school moved their bo.Qks . and equipment.. into 
their new quarters. Pictured in the Wll1dsor Stat" of Nov. lst, l.960 there- were three · 
young ladies moving a table and desks from the Sandwich South Township Hall where 
classes had been held since the opening of the Fall term in September. Pictured were 
Susan Shuttleworth, 6; Bonnie Frith, 6; and Cathy Shuttleworth, 7. 

The official opening, however, did not take place until December 9th and was 
held in the school on Friday evening at 8.15 p .m. The guest speaker was W • R. Quance 
of Essex, Public School Inspector for Inspectorate No. 2. Entertainment was provided 
by pupils. Willard Morris of Leamington, Past President of the Ontario Trustee s 
and Ratepayers• Association presented a Bible to Miss Plant the Principal for the 
School on behalf of the Association. A copy of the ''Garden Gatewat to Canad.a" was 
presented to the school by Mrs. w. Ao Crowder., pres.ident of the OldcastJ.e Women's 
Institute on their behalf. 'lllesecopies were also presented to aJ.1 public and 
separate schools in the township of Saidwich South from the Institute. It is a 
comprehensive history of Essex County written by Dre Neil F. Morrison, JJaterial for 
which was considerably collected by Women's Institute mebers throughout the County 
who assisted Dr. Morrison in obtaining the material printed in the booko Mrs. 
Crowder had charge of gathering the material in Sandwich South Township, being the 
curator of OldoastJ.e Women's Institute. 

Early in 1961, parents met to cosider forming a Home & School Association, 
foil owing permission from the School Board their organization got off the ground 
and they called it the Frith Parent's and Teacher's Group. 
'!heir first project being a Valentine card party on February 17th held in the school 
with 16 tables. On March 6th, they held amee ting with their first speaker being Mr• 
Do c. Bawtenheimer who lectured to them on astronomy. Mr. Bmvtenheimer has his 
equipment set up on his residence grounds in the township ard invited the children 
of the school to view his obsrvatory in June. The senior pupils were present to 
hear his speech on outer space and was vwry much to their liking. 

The school participated in the annual Mu.sic Festival, it's first and the 
15th for the Music Association. Bonnie Frith won a first with girl 1 s vocal sol• 
at King F.d.ward School with 82 points for S years and under and her brother Jimmy 
Frith won the boy•s vocal solo with 84 points for boys llyears and under. The 
School Board's Trophy went to Bonnie Frith for a lilmii solo along with Maureen Fleet 
f'rom Percy McKee School who were tiEdo Miss .Agnes Hartl.ell was Music Supervisor 
and who sent in her resignation at the end of the school term after being supervisor 
of Sandwich South Il'ownship Schools since the beginning of the Area Board in 1945. 
'.lhe Festival. was held the first week of March and parents were very co-operaitive 
in arrang!hng transportation into the city for the children participating. 
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The Pm'ents' & Teaoh.e:rs• Club viere responsible tor the first Fie1d Dar on June 
29th,. when the ohi.1.dren with their moms and dads and their PN-Sehool. brothel's and 
sisters _eruied tlle y~ in their new wehoW. on a happy note. The da.v was md.e to order, 
wa...~ and swuiy and t.lie fun startad with luneh at 12 noon served under the trees at the 
Janes Weston home• the home of their first president.. There was plt=tnt7 othot 4oga, 
pop amt ice cream lrr all. Then everyboey moved a.cross the road to 'Weston Park where 
races and a ba'll game ended the fun at 4.00 p~ \Unners were as tollows1 Runidng 
race, Grade l and 21 Janice ailir~ur, Marilyn Heaton, Kathie ShuttJ.eworth. BOJS -
Gradel & 21 Ronnie Hedge• ])(>nnie Kenn840 W~ Durocher.-• Oirl•s Grade 3 & 41 Nanoy 
\Vashbrooic. Lois Washbrook* Jean Bhuttlewozath. Boys, Grade 3 &: 4; Roland Kennedr, Lat'r7 
Cbieole, Neil iloston. Girl•& 5 & 61 Susan Weston, Margery Heat=. Kathleen Hedge. 
Boy•s S & 61 'lb~r Pdaris?ghalna liai""cy Brindle,- and David Shuttlawort.&.. Girl•& 7 & 81 
Susan Managhan, Betty I\Gnned1 .t Sharon Shuttlfnvo:rthe Boy• s 7 & t 1 Oorion Shut1'Lewtrth1 
Dadd Waabbro~ Ke1..1.y Kirlo.nane Pre-schoQl children - Donnie Burke• Donn1e 8huttlewortl 
Dannie Shuttleworth• GU-l's three-legged raee• Judy car'lyle, Susan Shu~, . 
&'1san Wes·oon, Valerie ~~smboise, Susan Managhan• Sharon La.Pl-amboise. Boy•s WhQel
barraw race1 ~ Y&nagrum_ Larry Brindley,. Meil Weston, L8r'.c7 Chic11o1 Billie Btllka, 
Roland Kenne~. Running :8road JmI;>1 girl•sa Grades ~S & 6 - Susan Weston, Katb1een 
Jredge• Valerie La'Ftam.bo:Lse.e Runu1..ng Broetl J\mlp1 boys - grades, _grates 4.-5 & 61. 'l'omq 
Managban• Bland Kenned71 Larry Chioile. Running Broad JUtDJ>t g1rl•a - grates 7 & SJ 
Susan llansg~ Datt7 Kenned71 Judy C&l'J.y.1.e. Rtmninf, Broai Jump1 boyts - grades. 7 & ~ • 
Gordon ShuttJ.eworthi Kelly K:t.riman, Darl.d Washbrook. Kicljiug shoat Da.v:td Waa)lbro~ · 
Roland Kenned3'• Da.1.e Washbl'Ook• Tug-of-we won by David Washbroolcts ~ BaSebAV. 
game - captains David washbrook encl Gordon Shut~ won bJ Grodon Shut~'8 
teen. 

Officers ot the P&rents' & Teacbaa' Club the first year ware• President -
Jam.ea WeatanJ lste Vice-president - Per07 :8."ith Jr& 2nd viae-pPesiden.t - Hugh Gilmo'dJ 
Secretat'Y' - Mrs. Carl Washbrook1 treasurer - Mrs. Kmmath Csrlj.Le. 

'!hnir April meeting saw a local girl, Mrs. 'fl.&V" Nichol.son and her ll\18\rand ( Ruth 
F.rith) spoke and showed slides of nature li!e in New Guinea. Mrs. Nicholson ia the 
daughter ot the Percy Pritlls' sr. who reside a short distance t.Pom Frith Sob.edl on 
the North Talbot leM. She received. her elementary education here in the 'fD.-'WD8hip at 
s, s. ?loo 6 (Paro:r MeKee) and was a graduate or Essex High Schoo'!.. The piotuNs were 
fascinating and it was like being transported to another worlGe Mr. Nieholson sai.4 
ib.ct natives were very primitive, livL-ig in an age oomparable to the stone age. They 
were helping t.o ·t.ranslato the Bible into· many of the native languages. The Nioholsona 
were home visiting their families after a five year term in New Guinea as mlsaicm&l'iea. 
The:r tMk baQk IlJ8ZlY' pioturaa of our snow laden Essmc Coun'ty as just before their · 
departure a. tel'rifio blizzard had hit id~ connty dumping abeu.t e1ght test; of snow, 
M8ll7 or most of the natives in Maw Guinea has never seen snow. 

r.n November• 1961 a rash of v&ldal.1Sl11 ~t the schools of Sandwich ~ the 
three newest sohOo.ts all being broken into. In an effort ·lic) hel.t the entrs.es· th' 
echool board dusted otf a motion which had been on tbs books for some time• amt 
offered a $50.00 rawat'd for infomation leading to the a-rest and eonv!ctton et those 
breald.ng into the scMals• The board instt-Ltot ed. teachers not to leave 8ll7 m.One7 in 
the schools. Frith sehool was the first. to be entered ad. %53.00 was taken a\cmg 14th 
fountain pens valued at $8.00J this was on Halltwe'en. Then Moel was entered and. 
nothing seamed to be taken and then Fa:irp~ where age.in notlrl.ng seemed ami.88• In 
esah case a a1.1t in a pane of ~lass to open a 'Vdndow and desk leeks were· b.ro1ten. 

The Boafd authorised. Mr. James ~1.1.eet to purohase a radio £or the school amt the 
W. A. Crowd.ere bad just purchased a new one and as their olcl one was in g11od.shape 
the Board purchased i-t an! it was good until. the school. was phased ou• el899D ,ears 
lat.er. Th9f also supplie4 the school with a ref.rigarata whieh sernd to the end of 
the schoal sen1ae. \ . 

In l 963• Miss Sharon <!line replaced Yil'iem Collins as ..Turd.or Room. teacher and 
in 19641 Aug. l;th, Miss Cline was married to John W1l li am Robins0n of Bothwel.1 and 
she continued to teach at the sohool. 

A Chtistrnas concert at tlle school. presented. by the pttpils and teachen was mnoh 
enjoyed on Dec. 16th• l96S. Tte program. consisMd. of nci tatlone by krr:r Fritha. Leon 
Cop!-t Donald Shut\Unvo~th.t Christopher Lepain• David Quick and !lm'1' Beth cope. 
Reem.ngs by Leslie Sedgeman• Bonnie Frith and SuSlil\ Shutt3.ewwthJ a piano a.io b7 
Jean Shnttleworth and a tambourine aelo by Charlotte Qu.iok. Two oomio dia1..oguea bJ' 
the senior room.,, a sal.ec tion by tha junior r&<>m r~ band 'ind sevettel. Christmas 
hymns by the en\ire school closed the program after whioh l'llllCh was se1"19d b7 the 
Pvent-Tesohers• CD.ube A raf11e ticket was d.ntan, M:rs. Pastorius ot Essmc w:l.nn1ng a 
l.ovely quilt whieh had been donated hy- Mrs. Bernard Burke. 't'he evening ended 1d. th ·the 
presentation of a wedd:lng git\ to the music and art; teaoha, Mr. Al ~ who was 
beitc married. . . 
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HONORS TO RETlRING TF.ACHER was the Star headl.ine 1 June 17th,, 1966. 

There was a doubl.e-purpose open house at Frith Pu.bJ.ic Schoo1 to ce1ebrate 
the last grade 8 graduation from the schoo1 and to honour Miss Ethe1 Plant who was 
retiring at the end of the choo1 year. She had been principal. and senior room. teacher 
for the past six years. A resident of Essex:,, she taught schoo1 in and around. the 
area for about 45 yearso She :tormerlr taught here in Sandwich South at s. s. Ne. s. 
as far back as·1915. 

Miss P.Lant•s first grade eight pupil• Mr. Gordon Cliclmer and the youngest 
in her 1966 c1ass,, Donald Giles., were present. Gu.eat speaker was the Rev. Marsha1.l of 
Woodslee United Church. Among the m&nJ' gifts presented to her was a scnoll with the 
names of the thirty Jrith school. pupils whom she graduated over the past six years 
by Susan Managhan. The first graduating class had Susan Managhan and Juciy Carly1eJ 
the second. in 1962 was Susan Weston and Kathleen Hedge; in 19651 six graduates, three 
boys and three girls recei ved1 their pins and best wishes on June 2lsto they wel!e: 
Jean ShuttJ.eworth., Lesley Sedgman1 Anne Marie Havinga, Neil Weston, Rabert Gilea and 
Ia.a Gilmour. The Parents' and Teachers' Club had David 10.inck,, a local. boy made goad, 
speak to these graduates and give them a glimpse of High School life, Dave, being a 
Science teacher at Essex District High School 'Where they would a1.l be ahtemling :in the 
F~. A token of appreciation was presented to Miss Plant on behalf of the parents 
aiid graduates. Kiss P.Lant 1 s last graduates were: Marion McAtee, Lois Washbrook,, 
Ronald Havinga, Bill Burke and Ricky Kirkman1 these al.so being the last graduates et 
Frith Public School as from. here on in only junior cl.asses were being taught at this 
school until it was phased wt in June 1971. Mrs. Wal.laoe Tiers became principa1. 
following the retirement of Miss Plant ani taught the senior room while Mrs. John 
Robinson taught the junior room for the previous five years. Bn June ~th, 1968 an 
open housewas held at the school for both teachers, Mrs. Tiers having taught just two 
years at Frithts School but had prevJ\OUsl.J' taught for 13 yeRs at So s. Noe 6 (Percy 
MoKea. School). 

F.rith's school yard was fenced by Wal.tar& Morley Hyland who were awerded 
the contract for 1438.56; posts to be 1 rod apart instead of 20 feet as estimated.1 
jpb done during swmn.er of 19640 

On June 22nd, 1964,, the Parent-teachers' Club secured Yrs. Elmer Qa.een, a 
former Essex: District High School teacher to speak to the graduating class of Frith 
Public School.. She spoke on "Courtesytt: and stated that the good manners mt her former· 
pupils made more of an impression on her' than did their marks. Pins were- given te the 
graduates: Marjorie Heaton,, Valerie Laframboise, Karen Kirkman,, David Shuttleworth, 
James Fri th, Lawrence Brindl.ey 1 Dal.e Washbrook and Tom Managhane 

TfmEDY STAlKS m liRITH PUBLIC SCHOOLl 
The worst single traffic accident in the history of Essex County, took 

place about 3.30 p.m. on December 2!1.st, 19661 when a huge truck loaded with gravel 
overturned onto a 1oaded school bus; at the corner of Noe 3 Highway & Walker Road, 
here in Sandwich South Townshipo The children were all from. our local countrysid.e 
and a11 attended Frith Public School. The bus was. driven by Jim Levy et Essez: and the 
gravel truck by Marcel LeF.rancois of Stony Pointe Eight loea1. children 1ost their 
lives and twent1 others- were injured in the mishap. Tragedy hit the family of Mre & 
Mrs. Norman O'Neil when they lost their S year old son .Thomas• Mrs. O'Neil returning 
to OldcastJ.e from attending the funeral of her 69 yetr old mother in Nelson, B. Ce 
didn't kn.aw her son was killed until she arrived in Detroit at :Metropo1itan Airport . 
despite efforts to reach her before departure in Spokane, Wash. The o;ther seven were: 
m.ain,, 7 year old son ef Mr. & Mrs. Mal.oolm. MillSJ Laurie, 6 year old daughter of 
Mro & Mrs. Dan Leithead; David, 8 year old son of Mr. & Mrs. Jo Grant McKee, (Yr. 
McKee a School Board Trustee) J Gary Ross,, 8 year old son of Mre & Mrs. Clemence 
George Curtis; Anna Marie 1 7 year old daughter of Mrs. Anna Dube; Rhonda May,, 9 year 
old daughter of Mr. & Yrs. William McDonald; Susan Irene, 8 year old daughter of Mr. 
& Mrse Leo Brown. There were thirty children on the bus. Five of the children ware 
out of Sto Stephents .Anglican Church, 01dcast1e and Rev. E. c. Grey conducted 
funeral. services for a11 individuaJJ.y. It was a sad Christmas not only for the 
bereaved families but for the who1e community at large·· Mrs. 'Rllace Tiers and Yrs. 
Sharon Robinson teachers at the schoel were stricken lli. th grief; a large Christmas 
tree had been set up in the sohool al.1 in readiness for the last day of school party 
so eagerly awaited by al.l the children the next d"1 which never came. 

Charges were laid against the driver of the gravel truck and he was 
convicted and incarcerated for four years. Headlines glared across the land of the 
accident and oelumns were printed in 1oca1 papers; sympathies came from afar .to our 
Councils and Scb.oo1 Boardo w.:Lnclsor Star reporters win first award for spot news 
reporting, conferred on a team. basis for coverage of the Dec. 21st truck-school bus 
crash at 01d.cast1.e. There were 10 reporters who were recognized and SVfards presented 
in Kitchener, .April Stho Their oitsf:;ion read: "As an example of saturation coverage 
of the OJ.dcastJ.e disaster of a tragic and dramatic event, the Starts coverage is a 
tour de. force. Ev~ry aspect of the story is reported fully 

1 
clearly and with 

compassien. Nor did the Star go beyond the bounds of good taste despite pitftal18"• 
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The Frith School disaster brought out the best in the coumnmity; nei&hbers 
collected up foodstuffs, shared their Chris1:mas goodies with the bereaved families. 
A monetary collec:tion was taken up also and divided among the parents. · 

~-: 

'f 

\ 

A memorial. plaque to commemorate the pupils killed was erected in Frith Public 
School by Sandwich South Township Council. It was a 16 by 20 inch bronze plaque 
designed for the- municipa1.i ty and has polished raised letters with a leaf border. Costs 
were sha:l:'ed by the township school area board. The plaque was erected in the school 
on the 6th of August, 1967 by w. A. Crowder., handyman for the area schools and on .Aug. 
7th, 1967, the following day it was dedicated in a service by Rev• E. c. Grey ef st. 
Stephen• s Anglican Church. Also J a lovely painting was presented to the school from 
Yrs. Anna Dube in memory of her daughter .Anna Marla sometime later. 

Amemoria1. gift was presented by the 15-member 01dcastJ.e Women's Institute 
to mDE Hospitals on Friday, January- 26ht1 1968 in the form of a large crib completely 
f\lrnished with matress, etc. in memory of the 8 01.dcaatle children who :nost their lives 
Dec. 21st., 1966. In the Stat' picture story and release,, Mrs. Wilfred Libby,, Heal.th 
Convener, is shown presenting the cheque to Gat'net Pickard, assistant hospital 
administrator, while Mrs. Teresa Silinsky,, director of nursing and Yrs. w. A. Cr(JYfder, 
immediate past president of the OldoastJ.e Women•s Institute look on and admire the 
Jlovely crib a1.so shown. 

It was during Mrs. Crowder•s term. of office in 1962 that a f'tmd was establishet 
as a centennial fund to be used fer whatever was thought suitable as a oentennia1. 
project in 1967, five years hence. Each :vear at the annual meeting of the Institute 
monies were set aside in a separate bank account and at the mmual. meeting in April, 
19671 centennial ye&.?'1 when Mrso Crowder was retiring trom the presidency th.e meet:lng 
was asked to consid.w what they wanted done with their flllli. She suggested giving 
something in memory of the children and they decided on the crib which she said was te 
help children get wel1 aXld recover. We feel it is a suitable memoriam. of the area. 
children who lest the:ir lives,, she said. The IODE Hospital. Board had plans on the 
drawing board for a pediatric wing to be opened in two yearsg and Yrs. Orowdeir hoped 
the donation would encour@ge other groups to make donations as well. Until the wing 
was opened the crib would::ibe put in use in the regular medical hospital. It contained 
a brass memoriam plaque Yd. th suitable inscription and the whole project cast was Sl-70.00, 

Frith•s Pu.blic Scho01 would be phased wt in June 1971 by the Essex· County 
School Board as muld the remaining schools, Fairplay (No.2) J s. s. Noel; and s. S• 
No. 5 (Chat'1es Collins). s. s. Noe 6 (Percy McKee:), s. s. No. 4 and s. Se No. 10 
had already been closed in June 19701 this bringing an end te a1l public schools in 
Sandwich South. Pupils would henceforth be transported by bus to other townships" 
namely the new A. V • Graham Public School in Tecumseh, the new Sandwich West Elementary 
School. opened last year in 1970 and the north east corner of the township would go 
to Maplewood in Essez and the northwest comer te Prince Andrew Scho0l in Anderd0ne 
Mrs. Sharon Robinson was the last principal of Frith School. 

SANDWICH SOUTH UNION SEP .ARAm SCHOOLS 

So Se NGe Z (Sto Peter' S) 

s. s. Ne, 2 URCSS (st. Peter•s) was er:t.ginally built in 1904 about 65 yeRa 
age, ef' frame constructi0n. In 1960 the structure· was in two sections, an midition 
having been built in the intervening years. MostJ.y children of Jrench ancestry 
attended this schoGl., situated on Highway No. 2, east of Lesperance Read in Sandwich 
South Township. In 1960 it h~sed 85 students attending from. Mai.de-tone• Sandwich East 
and Sandwich South. Paul. Pe1chatwas chairman of the olcii trustee board, and Robert 
Leblanc., secretary-treasurer. 

Early in 1960 this school came in for much criticism. as a firetrap and after· 
a survey of schools of Essa- County by the Windsor Star- an o:t'ficial ef the Ontarie :fire 
marsha1.•s off'lce stated tha.t st. Peter•s Separate School in Sandwich South Township 
was not satisfactory for student occupancy. 

John Re BatemanJ of' the engineering department of the fire mat'shal•s effice 
made a two hour inspection of the school then. .Al though he did. not elaborate G>n his 
findings, Mr. Bateman said he wau1d :rile a complete report to his Toronte headquarters, 

· a duplicate copy would be forwm:'ded to the school beard.o He stated it would be a very 
~ensive undertaking to make the necessary ehanges and renovations. tt.As far as 
combustibility is concerned, the school was about as bid as you could get"~ Mro BateJlatl 
said. 

1he condition of st. Peter•s Sohoo1 has been the subject of argume:n:b and 
criticism ?n the part of parents and municipal. officials f'or several. ~. Sandwich· 
East Council started a. public controversv bv t'!A.-11 ina +..na a,.ftAftA ~ .p.;_: lirilpe -


