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FRITH PUBLIC SCHOOL ( Se Se Nos Eleven) was built in 1960 along with two
other new public schools in the township, as a building program by the Sandwich South
School Area Board to complete their plans for all new schools in the Area, It involwec
the relocation of me schodl, namely Se S. No, 1 and another new school on the old site

g{ Se Se Noo 6 and the creationrof the new school section, Frith Public Scheol or Noe
418Velly

The program began with the December, 1959 meeting of the Area Scheol Board
when a delegation from the neighborhood of the new school met with the Board and
presented a petition for a new school in their district which would eliminate the

necessity for their children to cross Highway #401 to Noe 1 school or Highwy #3 to
Noe 6 school,

On January 26th, 1960, the School Board met with the Planning Woard and at
a special meeting the same evening the school board passed a motion to build a new
two~roomed school on the North Talbot Ro,d, East of Walker Roade Two and one-half
acres of land was purchased from Charles Frith at $500,00 an acre for the new gite
on the Frith farm located on North Talbot Road Just east of the Chesapeake & Ohio
Re Re tracks, At the Septe 20th meeting of the Board, Mre Milton Farough then Vice-
chairman of the Board reported that a delegation of the Board had secured Charles
Frith's approval of the proposal to call the new school the WFRTTH PURLIC SCHOOL" o

Je We Storey & Associates of Chatham was the architect and presented plans
for all three schools on Mg 30th, on June 27th the tenders were opened and on Huly
19th, Collavine Brothers Construction Company of Windsor were awarded the contramt at
$113,650, later amended to §114,000 to cover alternatives requested by the Boarde
A request was forwarded to Council. for a debenture to raise $137,000,

On August the 8th, the Board met ratepayers of the Frith Public School
section to advise that Miss Ethel Plant had been hired as principal snd Miss Miriam
Collins as Assistant who would teach the Junior classes, also to advise that until
the new building was ready classes would have to be staggered and it was decided to
hold classes in the Town Hall. The three schools were ready to open within a few
weeks of each other, Frith school being delayed a short period due to a small tornade
which wipped a part of the roof away. But lo and behold on October @ th, (Sats)

the pupils who would be attending the new school moved their bo wipment. into
their new quarters, Pictured in the Windsor Star of Nov. lst, fggoﬁgereg Wors e -

young ladies moving a table and desks from the Sandwich South Township Hall where
classes had been held since the opening of the Fall term in September. Pictured were
Susan Shuttleworth, 6; Bonnie Friath, 63 and Cathy Shuttleworth, 7.

The official opening, however, did not take place until December 9th and was
held in the school on Friday evening at 8,15 peme The guest speaker was We Re Qu.?noe
of Essex, Public School Inspector for Inspectorate Nos 2 Entertainment was provided
by pupils, Willard Morris of Leamington, Past President of the Ontarie Trustee s
and Ratepayers® Association presented a Bible to Miss Flant the Principal for the
School on behalf of the Associatione A copy of the "Carden Gatewat to Canada™ was
presented to the school by Mrse We Ae Crowder, president of the Oldcastle Women's
Institute on their behalf, Thesecopies were also presented to all public and
separate schools in the township of Sandwich South from the Institutee It is &
comprehensive history of Essex County written by Dre Neil F, Morrison, paterial for
which was considerably collected by Women's Institute mebers throughout the County
who assisted Dre Morrison in obtaining the material printed in the booke Mrse
Crowder had charge of gathering the material in Sandwich South Townshipy being the
curator of Oldcastle Women's Institutes

Early in 1961, parents met to cosider forming a Home & School Association,
following permission from the School Board their organization got off the ground
and they called it the Frith Parent's and Teacher!s Group. )

Their first project being a Valentine card party on February 17th held in the_schoul
with 16 tables. On March 6th, they held ameeting with their first speaker being Mre
Do C. Bawtenheimer who lectured to them on astronomye, Mr. Bawbenheimer has hii.s
equipment set up on his residence grounds in the township ard invited the children
of the school to view his obsrvatory in Junes, The senior pupils were present to
hear his speech on outer space and was very much to their liking,

The school participated in the annual Music Festival, it's first and the
15th for the Music Associatione Bonnie Frith won a first with girl's vocal sole
at King Edward School with 82 points for 8 years and under and her brother Jimmy
Frith won the boy's vocal solo with 84 points for boys llyears and under, The
School Board'!'s Trophy went to Bonnie ¥rith for a dmek sole dlong with Maureen Fleel
from Percy McKee School who were tiede Miss Agnes Hartlem was Music Supervisor
and who sent in her resignation at the end of the school term after being supervisor
of Sandwich South Hownship Schools since the beginning of the Area Board in 1945,
The Festival was held the first week of March and parents were very co-operative
in arranging transportation into the city for the children participatinge
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the Parents'! & Teasherst Club were responsitle for the first Field Day en Jwe
28th, when the children with thelr moms and dads and their pre-school brothers and
sisters ewled tie year in their new wehodl on a happy note, The day was msde to order,
werm and swny and the fun started with luneh at 12 noon served under the tyoes at the
Janss Weston home, the home of their first presidents There was plenty of hot dogs,
pop and ice erems Ior slle Then everybody moved across the road to Wostonm Park where
races and & vall game ended the fun &t 4400 peme Wimers were as follows: Running
racey Orade 1 and 2:¢ Janiee Gilmour, Marilyn featon, Kathls Shuttleworths Boys -
Grade 1 & 2¢ Romnie Hedge, Donnie Kennedy, wayne Durochere G3xltis Grade 3 & 4t Nanoy
Washbrook, Lois Weshbrook, Jjean Shutileworth, Boys, Srade 3 & 4 Roland Kemedy, Larry
Chieolo, Neil Wuslone Girlt!s 5 & 63 Susan Weston, Margery lea Kathleen Hedgos
Boy!s 5 & b3 Tonmy Mansghan, Larcy Brindley and David Shuttlaworth, Girlts 7 & 83
Sugan Manag Belly Rennedy, Sharon Stiubtleworth. Boy's 7 & *¢ Jordon Shutileworth,
David Washbroolk, Felly Kirkmnan, Sre-—school ghildren - Donnle Burke, Donnie Shubtlewort!
Danpie Stuttleworthe Glrltas three-logged rases Judy Carlyle, Susan 8Shu ‘
Suaan Weston, Velerie Laframboiss, Susan Lansghan, Sharon leframbolse, Boy's Wheel-
barrew races Tommy Menaghan, Lavry Brindley, Neil Weston, Lavry Chieiley, Billde Burke,
Reland YenneCye Running Aroad Jump, girlis: Grades 4y5 & 5 = Susan Wegton, Kathleen
edge, Velerie LaFframbelsee Rumaing Broed Jump, boys - grades, grafes 4,5 & 68 Tommy
Mangghan, Rland Kennedy, Larry Chicilde Rurming Broad Jump, gzrlia - prades 7 & Be
Susen Datby Kennedy, Judy Cariyle, Running Breosd Jump, boyts -« grades 7 & 8 .
Gordon Shuttleworth, Kelly Kirkmsm, David washbrooke Kicling shoas David Washbrool,
Rolend Kermmedy, Daule Washbruoke Tug-of=war wen by David Washbrookts teame Base
gama - Captalns David Washbrook end Goerdon Shuttleworih, won by Grodon Shubtlowirth's
Legma

0fficers of the Parentst & Teachers' Club the Pirst year weret Pregidend -
James Westony lets Vico-president - Pergy fyith Jrs 2nd viee-president - Rugh Gilmour;
Seeretary - Mrme Carl Washbrooks treasurer - Mrse Kenneth Csrlyle.

Thedr April meoiing saw 2 local girl, ¥rs. Rey Nicholaon and her husband ( Ruth
Frith) spoks and showed slides of nature life in New Guinea, Mrse Nicholson is the
deughter of the Percy Friths! Sr, whe reside a short distanoe fram Frith Schesl on
the Noath Telbot Rodd, She received her clementary education here in the township ab
8y Se oo 6 (Perey MoKee) and was a graduate of Essex Hlgh Schoole The pletures were
fesoinating and 1t was like being transported io anothey warld, Mre. Nicholsm sald
$he natives were very primitive, living in an age comparahle to the stone agee They
were helping to translate the Bible into many of the native langubges. The Nicholsons
were homs visiting their families after a five yemr term in New Gulnea ag missionarias,
They tidk back uany piletures of owr snow laden Essex County as just vefora thelr
departure a terrifis bliuzard had hit the counbty dwmping about eight feet of snow,
Many or most of tho natives in Few Guinea has never seen smowe

In Novemboy, 196) a rash of vandalism hi% the schools of Sandwloh South, the
three neweat schools dll being broken intes In an effort Lo halt the entries the
gschool board dusted off a mobiom whioch nad been on the books for somp timag and
offered 8 $50400 reward for information leading to the arrest and convietion of those
breaking into the schoals, The bosrd instrusit ed teashers not 4o legve any monsy in
the schodlse Frith schodl waa the firsh to be entered end %5300 wes talten along with
fountain pens valued at §8.003 this was on HallgWwe'en, Then Noe 1 was entered and
nothing seemed to be taken and then Fairplay where ngein nothing seemed amissy In
each ce3e 2 alit in & pane of glass to open a window ant desk locks wore brraltan,

The Board authorised Mr,e Janes Fleet to purchase a radio for the school and the
We Ae Crowders had just purchased a new one and ag their eld one was in good shaps
the Board purchased it and it was good until the schoal wag phased out eleven years
latere They oleso axwpplied the school with & refyigarstor which served to the end of
the schoal service, ‘

In 1963, Wiss Sharon (line replaced Miriem Colling e3 Juniar Roem teacher and
in 1964, Augs 15th, Miss (line was married to John william Rebinsén of Bothwell and
ghe continued to teach at the sohool,

A Chitkstnag concert al the sohool presentsd by the pupils and teachers was mch
enjoyed on Dee. 16th, 1965, 7he program consisted of recitations by Amy Frith, Ieon
G Donald Shuttleworth, Christopher Lepain, David Quiclk snd Mary Beth Copes
Re 8 by Leslie Sedgemen, Bormie Frith and Susan Shutileworth; a piane scle by
Jean Shuittlevorth and a trubourine selo by Charlothte Quioke Two comie dislogues by
the senior r a salection by the Junlor room wythn band and seversl Christmas
hymne by the entirs school cloged the progrem after whioh Juneh wsa served by the
Parent-Tesohers! Clubs A raffle ticket was drwan, Mrse Fastorins of Essex wimning a
lovely quilt whien had been denated hy lirae Bernard Burke. The avening endsd with the
m&nt&tﬂ.ﬂn of a wedding gift to the music and art teasher, Mrs Al Linnell who was
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HONORS T0 RETIRING TEACHER was the Star headline, June 17th, 1966,

There was & double-purpese open house at Frith Public School to celebrate
the last grade 8 graduation from the school and to honour Miss Ethel Flant who was
rotiring at the end of the chool yeare She had been principal and senior roecm teacher
for the past six yemrse A resident of Essex, she taught school in and around the
area for about 45 yearss She formerly taught here in Sandwich South at Se S¢ Noe 5
far back as 1915,

Miss Flantt's first grade eight pupil, Mr, Gorden Clickner and the youngeést
in her 1966 class, Donald Giles, were presant, Ouest speaker was the Reve Marshall of
Woodslee United Church, JAmong the many gifts pressnied te her was a scuoll with the
nanes of the thirty Frith school pupils whom she gradvated over the past slx years
by Susan Managhane The first gradvating class had Susan Managhan and Judy Carlyles
the second in 1962 was Susan Weston and Kathleen Hedge; in 1965, six graduates, three
boys and three girls received thelr pins and best wishes on Juns Xst, they were:
Jean Shuttleworth, Lesley Sedgman, Anne Marie Havinga, Neil Weston, Rebert Giles and
Ian Gilmoure The Parents! and Teachers® Club had David Klinck, a loocdl boy made good,
apoak to these graduates and give them & glimpse of High School 1ife, Dave, being a
Science teacher at Essex District High School where they would &1l be abttending in the
F&'.ll. A token of appreciation was presented to Miss Flant on behzlf of the parents
and graduates, WMiss Flant's last gradustes weres Marion McAtes, Lois Washbrook,
Ronald Havinga, Bill Burke and Ricky Kirkman, these &lso being the last greduates of
Frith Public School as from here on in only junior classes were being taught at this
school until it was phased out in June 197)l. Mrs, Wallace Tiers bscame principal
following the retirement of Miss Flant ard taught the senior room while Mrs, John
Robinson taught the junior room for the previous five years, Bn June 24th, 1968 an
open housewas held at the school for both teachers, Mrse Tiers having taught jJust twe
years at Frith's School but had previocusly taught for 13 years at S. Se Nos 6 (Percy
McKee School)e '

Frithtas school yard was fenced by Walter & Morley Hyland who were awarded
the contract for $438,56; posts to be 1 rod gpaxt instesd of 20 feat as eatimated,
job done during summer of 1964,

On June 22nd, 1964, the Parent-teachers® Club secured Mrs. Elmer Queen, &
former Essex District High School teacher to speak %o the graduating class of Frith
Public Schoole She spoke on "Courtesy®™ and stated that the good mamers &f her former:
pupile made more of an impression on her than did their marks. Pins were given to the
graduates: Marjorie Heaton, Valerie lLaframboise, Karen Kirkman, David Shuttleworth,
James Frith, Lawrence Brindley, Dale Washbrook and Tom Managhane

TRGEDY STAIXS IN FRTITH PUELIC SCHOOL{

The worst single traffic accident in the history of Essex County, took
place about 3430 peme on December 2st, 1966, when & huge truck loaded wlith gravel
overturned onto & loaded school bus &t the corner of Noe 3 Highway & Walker Road,
here In Sandwich South Townshlps The children were 211 from our local countryside
and all attended ¥rith Public Schoale The bus was driven by Jim Levy of Essex and the
gravel truck by Marcel IeFrancois of Stony Point, Eight locsl children lost their
lives and twenty others were injured in the mishape Tragedy hit the fanily of Mre &
Mrse Norman OtNeil when they loat their 8 year ocld son Thomas, Mrse O'Neil retwrning
to Qldcastle from atbending the funeral of her &9 yesr old mother in Nelson, Bs Ca
didn't know her sen was killed until she arrived in Detroit at Metropolitamn Alrpert
despite efforts te reach her before departure in Spokane, Wash,e The other seven were:
Blain, 7 year old son of Mre & Mrse Malcolm Millsg Laurie, 6 year old dawghter of
Mre & Mrse Dan Leithead; David, 8 year cld son of Mra & Mrse Jo Grant McKee, {(Mr,
McKee a School Board Trustee)j Gary Ross, 8 yosr old son of Mre & Mrse Clemence
George Curtis; Anna Marie, 7 year old daughter of Mrse Anna Dube; Rhonda May, 9 year
old daughter of Mre & Mrse. William McDonzid; Susan Trens, 8 year old daughter of Mr.
& Mrse Leo Browne There were thirtiy children on the buse Five of the children were
out of 8t, Stephents Anglican Church, Oldcestle and Reve Es Ce Grey conducted
funeral services for &ll individually. Tt was a sad Christmas not only for the
bereaved families but for the whole communily at largee Mrse Willace Tiers and Mrse
Sharon Robinson teachers ab the school were stricken wlth grief; a large Christmas .
tree had been get up in the school all in readiness for the last day of school pairiy
8o eagerly awaited by &ll the children the next day which never came,

Charges were laid against the driver of the gravel truck and he was
convicted and incarcerated for four years, Headlines glared acress the lamd of the
accident and celumns were printed in local papers; sympathies cams from afar to our
Councils and School Boarde Windsoxr Star reporters win first award for spot news
reporting, conferred on a team basis for coverage of the Dec, 2st truck-~school bus
crash at Oldcastle, There were 10 reporters who were recognized and swards presented
in Kitchener, April 8th, Their citation read: RAs an example of sgturation coverage
of the Oldcastle disaster of a tragic and dramatic event, the Star's coverage is a

tourr daoforoe. Bvery agpect of the story is reported fully, clearly and with
Gompassione Nor did the Siamr go beyond the bounds of good +aste deapite pitfallst,
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The Frith School disaster brought out the best in the commmity; neipbbers
collected up focdstuffs, shared their Christmas goodies with the bereaved families.
A monetary collection was taken up alse and divided among the parents,

A memorial plague to commemorate the pupils killed was erected in Frith Publie
School by Sandwich South Township Council, It was & 16 by 20 inch bronge plague
designed for the municlpality and has polished raised letters with & leaf bordere Costs
were shared by the township schocl area boards The plague was erected in the school
on the 6th of August, 1967 by We Ae Crowder, handyman for the area schools and on Aug,
7th, 1967, the following day it was dedicated in a service by Reve Ee Ce Groy of Ste
Stephents Anglican Church, Al8o, a lovely painting was presented to the school from
¥rse Anng Dube in memory of her daughter Anna Marie sometime later,

A memorigl gift was presented by the 15-member (ldcasitle Women's Instiitute
to I0DE Hospitdls on Friday, January 26ht, 1968 in the form of a large crid completely
furnished with matress, etce in memory of the 8 (ldcastle ohildren who Tost their lives
Dece 2lste, 19664 In the Star picture story and release, Mrs. Wilfred Libby, Health
Convener, is shown presenting the cheque to Garnet Pickard, assistant hospital
administrator, while Mrse Teresa Silinsky, director of nursing and Mrse We As Crowder,
Imnediate past president of the (ldcastle Woments Institule look on and sdmixre the
lovely crib adlso showne :

Tt was during Mrse Crowderts term of office in 1962 that a fund was estsblishe
as g centermial fimd to be used fer whatever was thought sultable as & centennigl
project in 1967, five years hence, Bach year at the annusl meeting of the Institute
monies were set aside in a separate bank account and st the annusl mseting in April,
1967, centennial year, when Mrse Crowder was retiring from the presideney the meeting
was asked to consider what they wanted done with their fund, She suggested giving
something in memory of the children and they decided on the crib which she said was te
help children get well and recover, We feel it is a suitable memorimm of the area
children who lest their iives, she salds The IODE Hospital Board had plans on the
drawing board for a pediatric wing to be epened in two yearsy and Mrse Crowder hoped
the donation would encourgge other groups to make donations as welle Until the wing
was opensd the crib would be pub In use in the regular medical hospitel, It coniained
& brass memoriam plague with suitable inscription and the whole project cest was #170,00

: Frithts Putlic School would be phased out in June 1971 by the Essex County
School Board as wuld the remaining schools, Fairplay (Noe2)s Se Se Noelj and Se Se

Noe 5 (Charles Cellins)e Se Se Noe 6 (Porcy MoKee), Ss Se Noe 4 and Se Se Noe 10

had &lready been closed in June 1970y this bringing an end te all public schools in
Sandwich Southe Pupils would henceforth be transported by bus to other townshipsw
namely the new Ae Ve Graham Publie School in Tecumseh, the new Sandwich West Elementaxry
School. opened last year in 1970 and the north east corner of the township would ge

to Maplewood in Essex and the northwest commer to Prince Andrew School in Anderdone
¥rse Sharon Robinson was the last prinoipal of Frith School.



