
SEPARATE SCHOOLS

URCSS #2 [ST. PETER'S]
At the turn of the century many Roman Catholic schools came into existence

as separate entities from the original Publicschools. SS #2 Union Roman Catho
lic School Section (URCSS) was erected as a frame structure on Highway #2
east of Lesperance Road, in 1904. For the most part, true to the heritage of
the area inwhich it was located, mostof the students attending the school were
French. The school continued predominantly as such until 1960 when, although
still holding 85 enrolled students, the building itself was considered 'unsafe' by
fire marshal officials, and closed down. A four-room separate school entitled
St. Peter's was built across the border in Sandwich EastonSt. Alphonse Street,
to accomodate the students of SS #2, and the old frame building was torn down
in 1961. Following the dissolution of Sandwich East in 1965, the school of St.-
Peter's came under the jurisdiction of the township of Sandwich South, and re
mains so today.

URCSS #5 AND 8
Also beginning at the turn of the century, this school was opened on Oct. 1,

1901 and was located at 'Six Corners," the intersection where the Maidstone-
Sandwich South Townline, Maiden Road now Highway #98, County Road 46,
and North TalbotRoad all meet. Similar to all the other schools of the period, it
was a single room within which all the grades were taught. The school was en
larged In1956 but was phased out in the 1960's, its students transferring to the
newer,more equipped modern buildings'being erectedat that time.

URCSS #7 [ST. MARY'S OR 'RACTOWN']
St. Mary's Separate School had its original start as a public school. At its

closing the school was located on the Northeast corner of Number three High
way and the Secton Sideroad. However, the school's original location was
across the road from this site. Having its heritage reaching back before the
1900's, the first construction of St. Mary's was composed of the readily availa
ble logs ofthe Essex County woods. Aframe one-room school was built in 1901,
with an additional room being built onto the school in 1918.

Although an exact date of the original school'serection is not recorded, some
idea of its general age can be obtained through the lifespan of the late John
McAuliffe. Mr. McAuliffe was born on Feb. 16, 1872 and began attending the
log school house of the initial St. Mary's in 1877. In 1892 Mr. McAuliffe re
turned to the school, but this time rather than sneaking the tack on the teach
er's chair, he was the one who yelped upon sitting on it. John McAuliffe had re
turned as the school's instructor. Mr. McAuliffe continued to live in the area
of Maidstone and St. Mary's all his life.

In the early 1960's as the public school districts were being redefined, the
separate school areas as well were undergoing the same changes. On June 21,
1960 work began on a new two-room separate school located in Maidstone; cen
tralized so as to accomodate the students of both the old St. Mary's (RCSS #7)
and RCSS #5 and 8.
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This new school which cost some 55,000 dollars was made ready for Sep
tember of that year, and was designated as the new RCSS #5, or St. Mary's.
Both of the older schools became obsolete and were closed, while the new
schoolexpanded at a favourable rate. On June 18,1963 it was decided that the
new St. Mary's was to become eight rooms,and this was carried out as planned.

OTHER SCHOOLS
ROSELAND AND ST. J UDES SCHOOL

These two schools are no longer part of Sandwich South township for they
were annexed to the city in 1966. St. Judes school was originally SS #20 in Sand
wich South and was built in the early 60's as a three room school for 60,000
dollars. The name of St. Judes was given to the school following the 1966 an
nexation.

The present Roseland Public School was erected in 1926 with much expan
sion since then, but it too had modest beginnings as a small one room school
house at the turn of the century.

ESSEX DISTRICT HIGH SCHOOL
"The first high school in the county was built in Essex and was attended by

students from as far away as Leamington."*77 The first classes of Essex High
school began in September of 1885 in a frame building raised on a 3 and Vi acre
site donated by Captain Albert Jones. There were two teachers and eleven stu
dents. In1888this was replaced by a red-brick two-storey structure with three
classrooms on each floor and facilities for 200 students. This school burnt down
in 1921 and a new structure replaced it in 1922 for 85,000 dollars. "In 1949
the school became the Essex District High Schooland was enlarged. A cafeteria
was opened in 1953. Ten new classrooms, another shop and gymnasium were
added in 1960. In 1966 another addition gave the school a 1250 pupil capac
ity." *78.

Essex High School is well-equipped for academic and mechanical training of
all kinds and serves as the educational centre for many Sandwich South youth.
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Excerpt taken from the book “A Ninety-one Year Old Tree with Two-hundred Years of Roots” by Laura L. Langlois


