
stove. And in 1922, the old folding desks were replaced as well. In 1931 a
marked improvement was provided inthe installation of indoor toilets. Children
were no longer able to dawdle long enough in the spring to snatch the unwary
grasshopper or toad on their way to the 'privy'. But no doubt the compromise
was wellworth it, consideringthe absence of rosybehinds in the winter.

In 1936a well extending down some 100feet 8 inches to the rock, and four
feetinto the rock, was dug for theschool, and by 1940 Hydro electric power had
been made available to the school as well. In 1946 the heating for the school
was repalced with an oil furnace, and the building was refurbished with new
doors, siding, and new window frames.

However, by1955, therewere55 pupils attending the school andthe need for
expansion became absolute. On April 7,1955 the lastclass was held in the old
SS#2and the school was phased out of existence, the students being bussed to
bigger schools outside of the township.

SS#4

School Section #4 also began as a frame structure, and was built sometime
between 1865 and 1870 at the end of the townline road between Anderdon and
Sandwich Southtownships; again beforeSandwich South existed on its own. In
1894, a brick school was built to replace theold one, and theformer school was
moved to Paquette to be useas a blackmith shop byJoseph Harshaw until 1906.
In 1914 the old brick school, having fallen into disrepair, was superceded by a
new brick building, and a Miss Ouellette was placed in charge of the teaching
there.

In the early forties progress pushed forward, and hydro was introduced,
whileat the same time a pianowas purchased in1943.

On January 30,1959, even this brick school became obsolete, and the child
ren were moved into the new $44,000school located on the Anderdon townline
between Howard and Walker. The newest SS #4 had 80 students enrolled in all
grades from one to eight, and continued successfully until this school section
was phased out in 1970.

SS #5 [CHARLESCOLLINS SCHOOL]
On the 11th day of March 1891, a Colonel Sir Casimir Stanislaus Czowski,

K.C. M.C. of the City of Toronto, and his wife Lady Maria Czowski, deeded
land on Lot293 at the corner of Maiden Road and South Talbot for the building
of a public school only. Accordingly, the school was built the same year, of
frame construction, on the designated lot provided.

The first teacher is recorded to have been a Mr. John J. Sullivan in 1892. in
1914 a brick building was raised to replace the first school which had been
blown down in a windstorm, and this new typical red-brick school house, cont
inued to be the educational centre for area children until 1958. On Feb. 28,
1958 a modern two-room brick school was officiallyopened, having been built
kitty-corner totheold oneonthe southwest corner ofSouth Talbot andMaiden
Road. The old school was abandonned.

However, the usefulness of the old building was not ignored, and January of
1959the buildingwas turned over, to be used as the Sun Parlour School for Re
tarded Children by the township council. In 1%1 this school for retarded child
ren was transferred to the home of Dr. D.W. Clare in Essex, at the corner of
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Cameron and Talbot Streets, and was taken over by the County Boardof Educa
tion. Additions continued to the Sun Parlour School until a new $350,000 school
was opened for the children in 1973 near Essex High School. This new structure
provided 12 classrooms, music, home economic, and an industrial workshop.
Mrs. Sunny Ray, the lady who had started the school with just four pupils four
teen years earlier, remained the principal of the new school in Essex, now
equipped to facilitate 125 students.

"This school provided the opportunity for children with speech or learning
problems to reach their full potential and some were able to enter the regular
school system" *75

Meanwhile the small red-brick school which had been home for these two
schools, has been renovated into a private home; but still appears much as it
always has, bringing fond memories of the 'good old days' to many old-timers
who pass by.

SS #6 [PERCY MCKEE PUBLIC SCHOOL]
The PercyMcKee school is situated on Number Three Highway at the Herd-

man Sideroad, otherwise appropriately known as 'School Lane'. A rather long
frame school house was erected in the later 1880's on a half acre of land donat
ed by Ed. Burke. In 1916the frame structure was supplanted by a brick build
ing, and in 1929a frame bungalowcosting $1,500was attached adjacent to the
brick school for additional classroom space. There were now 80 students in the
school, and the bungalowwas used to accomodate grades one to four. In 1940
anotheracre was purchasedfor use as a playground in anticipation of increased
attendance. At first, the war-time boom promised fulfillment of their hopes,
however, following the end of the war in 1945, class attendance dropped by
50%.

By1956the old brick school was showing obvious signs of decay. Parents be
came frustrated with the antiquated conditions of the school, as there was nei
ther a septic system nor running water. As well, the increased traffic flow of
Highway #3was a constant worryto parents of small school children who had to
wend their way down this busy highway to class. In October of 1956, the par
ents met and demanded that the zone be changed in order that their children
could attend school in Sandwich West instead. The proposal was initially turned
down, but itdid result in the eventual purchase from William Burke ofan addi
tional 1 and Va acres in April of 1960 for a new school. The new school was
ready in Nov. of1960and was officially opened on February 10,1961. On March
31, 1961 the faithful but decaying old structure once housing SS #6, was torn
down. SS #6 was entirely phased out in 1970when the school sections were re
defined by the County Board of Education.

This school's claim to fame belongs to Mr. Garnet McKee who is reported to
have inventedthat one object, without which North Americanswould be other
wise housebound in all inclement weather - no, not the unbrella, but certainly
as important. Mr. MCKee's brilliant invention is the windshieldwiper for auto
mobiles.
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Excerpt taken from the book “A Ninety-one Year Old Tree with Two-hundred Years of Roots” by Laura L. Langlois


