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HIS is one of the oldest log houses around the McGregor
settlement. It was built by Mose Dufoe of rough-hewn
logs and plaster. Although ‘not as old as some of the
other houses nearer. the lake shore, this has served as a
dwelling for over.60 years, ~—
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John Shuel, 79, still active

From nickels

By MARY TRUEMAN

When John Shuel became the first treasurer of Church ¢f the
Redeemer in Oldcastle, more than half a century ago, the col-
lection plates he took in were filled with nickels and dimes.

“Today you find as many dollar bills as you did dimes in the
old day ays the wiry 79-year-old farmer who retired as
ireasurer in January. “But then the cost of operating the church
is four times as great,” he added.

Mr. Shuel runs a 150-acre farm at RR 1, Oldcastle. He still
works four or {ive hours a day and plays a round of golf on Sun-
days.

His church held a banquet in his honor Saturday evening
and presented him with an engraved desk set to mark his 60

: Jce as treasurer.

Photo by Cec Sou
on his 150-acre farm

o dollars . ..

Mr. Shuel became {reasurer at the tender ago of 19 because
“‘one of my neighbors nominated me and I just said okay.

He never envisicned himself in the position for ears, buf
“quite often you give some one a job, and then they become in-
terested in it after awhile.”

The church, which will celebrate its 70th annive 'sary in
May, had a congregation of 40 families 60 years ago. Teday, it
has about 60 families.

He recalls when the mud on the roads was so thick the
horse-drawn buggies couldn’t travel on them. s

In those days the church’s main fund-raising event was the
annual pienic, which featured a baseball game.

Another fund-raising attraction was a shooting gallery, in

Bl ongregation fried its skill with a 22-calibre rifle.

regation was once all farmers, says IV w, but

“today only half are farmers fulltime, The others usually have|
some other job on the side.” . e
Mr. Shuel's church and community work has by no means

been limited to the church treasury. AT
He has held chairmanships of th’e Qntduo _\:ug‘etﬁzhl:

Girowers Association and Essex District High bchoo}. as v._e ”a..

serving as a trustee of Sandwich South School Board and rep-

resentative of his church on the board of Canterbury Colleie.

Wor half of his 60 years as church (ti.reaguaer:l ile L\;.:éi also

. Jlerk. envelope secretary and Sunday Schocl tea T

vestrl',};eris the fatherpof six children “scattered from the Rockies
to Ottawa,” and 13 grandchildren.
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